BAPTISMS IN THE PARISH: If you have a child due for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment with dates, contact the Presbytery to book
your date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact
Sharon Chalk, who will organise a Baptismal Preparation of
two sessions, and then I will come and visit you in your homes. Please don’t
forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form.
EPPING FOREST FOODBANK DONATIONS:
Thank you to all parishioners who have donated items
for the Foodbank. Your donations are needed as much
as ever now by people in our area who are struggling to put food on the table.
Basic staple items are always welcome including the unbranded supermarket
basic ranges which can make your generous donations go even further. In
November they are in urgent need of the following items: sponge puddings,
custard, tinned fruit, tinned vegetables, tinned tomatoes, UHT milk, pasta
sauce jars, biscuits, chocolate bars, toothpaste, toothbrushes. Thank you! You
can also keep up to date with the Foodbank via their Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/EppingForestFoodbank/
LOUGTHON FOODBANK: Throughout the Sundays of
Advent, as part of a charitable preparation for Christmas, we
should like to encourage donations to the Loughton Foodbank.
Many local families struggle at this time of year and there will
be a box available for your donations. Thank you!
YOUR WEEKLY OFFERTORY: Just a reminder that your weekly offertory
is your offering to God in thanksgiving and gratitude for so much that he
gives to us in our daily lives. If you use the Parish Gift Aid Scheme, please
ensure that you use your GA envelopes each week. And please keep your
envelopes up to date. If you forget your envelope, there are plenty of spare
ones in the porch, please put your number on the envelope, or your name. If
you would like to join the Parish Gift Aid Scheme, there are forms in the
porch. We can claim back 25pence in the pound, from your weekly offertory.
Please think about joining. Thank you for your generosity.
IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is usually Fr. John’s Day Off. In
Cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping –
Tel: 01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford
Green – Tel: 020 8504 1688. This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a
few days break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact
number for Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.

Dear Friends in Christ,

The Solemnity of Christ the King 2019

Today’s Feast is a relatively new one in the
liturgical calendar. It was instituted in 1925 by
Pope Pius XI in his encyclical Quas primas. Back
then the feast was called ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ,
the King’ and fell on the last Sunday of October.
However, in 1969 Pope Paul VI gave the feast its
current title ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe’ and also a new date, the last Sunday in
the liturgical year. In the UK this day also marks
Youth Sunday, when we give thanks and praise to
God for our young people. For their faith, enthusiasm and joy, but also
pray for all those who have difficulties in living their faith today.
The idea of kingship is one which was better understood by the
ancient and medieval world than it is today. Monarchies are less prevalent
today, although of course Elizabeth II has served the British people as our
queen for over 60 years. Her role as sovereign has decreased politically
over the years but her regal presence and witness of dedication to duty
and unfailing service of her people is a great source of joy and inspiration
to so many. Queen Elizabeth is the first to confess that although she is a
queen, Jesus is also her King. In her Christmas speech to the nation a few
years ago she said, ‘Jesus is the Saviour, the Prince of Peace, who is our
source and light and life both in good times and bad.’
Our understanding of kingship or queenship is
very much rooted in the idea of privilege and
of ruling our subjects. Jesus, however, bore
witness to an altogether different kind of
kingship. He is the Servant King. He is the
King of the kingdom of love, service and
sacrifice. We are his subjects – we swear a
loyalty to our King. What is wonderful about
the kingdom is that rather than us just serving the King, the King also
serves his people. Jesus turned upside down our understanding of what it
means to be great, what it means to be regal. We are called to witness to
the fruits, gifts and values not of the kingdom of this world but of the
kingdom of Christ.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Feast of Christ the King

On this great Solemnity of Christ the King we also celebrate National
Youth Sunday. Our young people, as Pope St. John Paul II stated in 1982
“…in the Church of today, you are the hope of tomorrow.” This statement
still applies today. Our young people bring with them enthusiasm and zeal
for life, and hopefully for their faith in Jesus Christ!
At all the masses this weekend, on behalf of the whole parish
community, we welcome Rachel Poulter, a young parishioner, whom I
baptised in this parish, and who is involved in many ways in the life of the
parish community. Rachel will be speaking on behalf of all young people and
sharing with us her experience of the Brentwood Diocesan Youth Pilgrimage
to Lourdes, which she attended during the summer. Let us pray for all our
young people, that they will never lose their faith and hope in Jesus Christ.
PARISH PARTNERSHIP YOUTH MASS: Sunday 24th November 2019, the
Feast of Christ the King, at 6.00pm. We are uniquely privileged to have our
Diocesan Youth Director, Fr Dominic Howarth joining us. He will deliver the
homily. The Parishes of Loughton, Epping & Waltham Abbey, invite you once
again to share and participate in this 2 nd Youth Mass. This is an open invitation
to the whole parish community. The Liturgy has been carefully chosen by our
Young People to reflect the Feat Day. Our young people will participate in this
liturgy. My thanks to our Contemporary Music Group, Our Parish Director of
Music; all our parent helpers, and our young people for organising this
wonderful event! As before, we plan to hold a gathering in St. Edmund's Hall
afterwards for pizza, refreshments and chat! Please start spreading the
word about this second Mass to everyone; tell your friends. Even if a person
hasn’t been to mass for a long time, please encourage them to come along.
GRAND DRAW TICKETS: Last weekend you received Two books of Grand
Draw Tickets in your parish newsletters. If you need any more tickets, they are
available in the porch. Whatever tickets you don’t sell kindly return them to
presbytery; hopefully we’ll be able to sell them on the day of the Bazaar. Please
return your sold Draw Tickets as soon as possible please.
GRAND DRAW PRIZES: My thanks to those who have donated prizes, but we
still need some more; the money prizes, Hampers, Restaurant Tickets, Theatre
Tickets, X. Box, Crate of Wine, Champaign, Big Cuddly Toy, Amazon Echo &
Dot, Luxury Beauty Hamper, Colour TV, and any other luxury item and gift.

Any money donations will be gratefully received. Please use your Spare Gift Aid
envelopes for Money Donations. Thank You! God Bless You,
APPLICATIONS FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACES FOR
2020: You can now apply online to Essex County Education
Department for your child’s Primary (Reception) School place
for September 2020. You have until 15th January to make your
application. If you are applying for a place at St. John Fisher
Roman Catholic Primary School, and you are a practicing Roman Catholic
you will need a Certificate of Catholic Practice from your Parish Priest. All
the Priests & Parishes have recently received clarification and updated
guidelines from the Episcopal Vicar for Education via the Bishop’s Office,
regarding the issuing of the Certificate of Catholic Practice. The definition of
a Practicing Catholic is quite definite. A strict interpretation of practicing
Roman Catholic is now adopted by all Catholic Parishes throughout the
Diocese. A history of five years of practice. CCP Forms can only be obtained
from the Parish Priest. Fr. John will meet with applicants from Monday 25 th
November to Friday 29th November to sign forms. You will need to book an
appointment and pick up the form.
ST JOHN FISHER PRIMARY SCHOOL- VISIT DATES: Visit and meetings
for prospective parents.
Monday 25th November at 2.00pm
Wednesday 4th December at 2.00pm
Thursday 9th January at 9.15am
The visit will give parents the opportunity to view the school and ask any
questions they may have. If you would like to visit the school on one of the
dates please contact the school office on Tel No: 020 8508 6315 or e-mail
tmcgrenra@st-johnfisher.essex.sch.uk We look forward to seeing you on one
of the above dates.
CHURCH CLEANING – ALTAR SOCIETY: We are
really in desperate need of some new helpers to join the
Altar Society’s Church cleaning team. This really is not
an onerous task, probably an hour each month on the
rota. The more helpers we have the less frequently you
will be needed. We have lost a lot of helpers over the
past year. I do appeal to the whole parish community, in your charity, could
you give an hour or so a month? There are various tasks within the Altar
Society, and there may be a specific job that you might like to assume? Our
Altar Society has been running for over 75 years; but it can’t function
without voluntary help. Please consider this request and see Sharon
Fitzmaurice or one of the Altar Society or Fr. John for more information.

Thank you! PS. There’s always a ‘Big Clean’ in preparation for Christmas,
which all parishioners are invited to participate and help.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2019/2020:
Our First Holy Communion Programme continues Sunday
24th November at 10.00am in the Parish Hall. The theme of
Listening will be explored, specifically looking at Parables.
Just a little reminder of the invitation that was extended to
all parents of our First Communion Children, you are most welcome to attend
any or all the sessions that we have with the children. First and foremost, it
allows you to see how we teach the Sacramental Programme, and secondly,
you can be involved with the children preparation at a practical level. The
next Parents’ Meeting will take place on Wednesday 27 th November at 8.00pm
in the Parish Hall. Our Guest Speaker will be Sarah Barber
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: The
Journey of Faith RCIA Programme continues Thursday 28 th
November at 8.00pm in the Presbytery. Theme: The
Sacraments – The Eucharist (1) The Jewish Notion of Memory.
The Catechists are Fr John and Aidan Potter. If you would like to join us, we
will be meeting in the Presbytery on a Thursday evening at 8.00pm.
WEDDINGS FOR 2020: If you’re planning of getting married in
2020, could you kindly contact Fr. John as soon as possible.
Obviously, there is a lot of preparation that goes into organising
a wedding. The administrative and spiritual aspect of this is
extremely important, especially when getting married in Church. Marriage
Preparation Days for engaged couples are organised by Marriage Care on a
regular basis. If you’re getting married abroad, we need at least nine months’
notice. Thank you!
CHRISTMAS MUSIC CONCERT: at St John's Church, Loughton,
Wednesday 4th December. The internationally recognised London Handel
players will be performing Christmas concertos by Vivaldi, Corelli and
Handel. The concert starts at 7.30pm and tickets are £10 (adults) and £8
(concessions) with children free. There will be refreshments included. Please
call 0208 532 0060 betweeen 9am and 1pm for tickets.
STEWARDS OF THE GOSPEL: Our Diocesan initiative in planning for the
future, now into fourth year, will consider the next phase as they prepare to
receive the Parish Partnership reports by the beginning of Advent. Our
Partnership of Loughton, Epping & Waltham Abbey has been working hard

over the past twelve months to prepare this report. We are now ready to send
it off and await a response for the Co-ordinators.
ST. JOHN FISHER CHRISTMAS FAYRE: Saturday 30th
November 2019 12noon – 3.30pm at St JohnFisher School,
Burney Drive, Loughton. There will be Craft Stalls, Prizes,
Carols, Auction, Mulled Wine, Games, Santa Grotto, BBQ,
Raffle. Please come along and support our Parish School
annual Christmas Fayre.
FORMING INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES – Mulled wine and
mince pies: Join other parishioners for mulled wine and
mince pies and other treats after the 6pm Mass on Saturday
14th December. This will be a chance to meet and socialise in
the run-up to Christmas. We should like to appeal for help providing mince
pies and/or Christmas sweet treats. If you can help, please bring them along
to the hall before Mass on the day itself. Everyone welcome!
FID NEW INITIATIVES: Several new events and
initiatives have grown from our Parish Evangelisation
Team following the work we did on Forming
Intentional Disciples last year. These include the parish
barbecue, forest walk, faith sharing, flowers for
Mother’s Day, Flower festival, Dr Doherty’s history talk, and our very
successful youth Mass. At our next meeting, we shall be planning new events
for next year, including an International Food Evening. We are also
considering using the Divine Renovation programme by Fr James Mallon to
help move our parish, ‘from maintenance to mission’. Can you help? This is
an enthusiastic and friendly group. Please consider getting actively involved
and joining us at our next meeting on Monday 9th December (8pm) in the
parish hall. Everyone very welcome.
Our Parish Evangelisation Team (PET) meets monthly to:
1. Pray together;
2. Reflect on, and to discuss, opportunities to spread the Good News
among our own parishioners and the wider community;
3. Plan and organise a wide range of activities in our parish;
4. Help each other to develop our faith and our relationship with Jesus
Christ through words and actions.
We have sent an email to all those that signed up at the meetings. If you have
not received it, please email markpoulter70@hotmail.com for further details.

If you would like to join the parish WhatsApp group to find out about events
and help, please contact Iain McLay on 07806 998187. Iain will add you to the
group and put you in touch with other volunteers.

ANNUAL PARISH BAZAAR:
Saturday 7th December, 11am – 3pm. Only 2 weeks
away. As you know, the Annual Bazaar tends to be the
only major fund-rising event that we have throughout
the year. Its success is always dependent upon your generosity. So once again
I appeal to your generosity for gifts and items for the Bazaar. The Bazaar Bin
is at the back of the Church; you can place your gifts and items in the box, or
you can drop off anything at the Presbytery during the week. New items are
preferable: e.g. Toiletries, fancy goods, bric-a-brac, cuddly toys, new toys,
Jams & Preserves, Sweets, (Boxes of Chocolates, Christmas Selection boxes,
Tins of Sweets, Christmas Sweets, Candy Canes.
Suggestions for Grand Draw Prizes: If anyone could donate any of the Money
Prizes this would be helpful? 1st Prize £200; 2nd Prize £100; 3rd Prize £50; Flat
Screen Colour Television; I Pad; I Pod; Wii Game; Kindle, X Box games;
DVD Player; CD Player; Theatre Vouchers; Crate of Wine; Tickets for
Dinner at Restaurants; Theatre Tickets; Hairdressing & Beauty vouchers;
Marks & Spencer Christmas Hamper, and various other hampers and many
more prizes. If you can help with any of these prizes, we would be most
grateful. If there are any money donations, these can be Gift Aided; all we
need is your GA envelope, or your number, name and address. Thank you!
BOTTLE STALL: Is always one of the most popular
stalls at the Bazaar. We are appealing for Bottles of Wine
and Spirits. We are aiming for 300, in that way we can
make the bottle stall much bigger this year. If you have
bottles of Wine and Spirits, you can drop them off at the
presbytery at any time. Please be generous! TO DATE
WE HAVE 48 BOTTLES
FR. JOHN’S STALL: Every year I try to enter the full spirit of
the Parish Bazaar; I run a stall with excellent prizes. They are
all donated by your good selves! I appeal to the whole parish
community for really good quality gifts for my stall. Thanking
you all in anticipation of your generosity! Flat Screen Television
is a must! A Christmas Hamper; I Pad, or I Pod; Kindle; Crate
of Wine; Amazon Echo or Amazon Dot, Theatre Tickets; CD Music Player; X

Box; Restaurant Vouchers, Theatre Vouchers and any other luxury goods
that you might think worthy of a special raffle. Thanking you in anticipation!
COULD ANY PARISHIONERS PLEASE DONATE SOME HAMPERS
MATCHED GIVING: Could I make a special appeal to the whole parish
regarding Matched Giving – Many Banks and big companies offer this facility
to their employees. If you’re willing to give some time at the Bazaar and you
would be willing to approach your employers to avail of this facility it would
be wonderful. Please notify Fr. John if you’re able to help in this way. I’m
sure there are many parishioners in the parish who work in banks. Thanks!
AN OLD MAN’S VIEW: This week, the last before Advent, we celebrate the
great feast of Christ the King. It is also Youth Sunday and the young people of
our Parish, along with the youth of our partnership parishes of Epping and
Waltham Abbey, are joining together for a second Youth Mass which takes
place at 6pm this Sunday here at St. Edmund’s. We’re fortunate that Fr.
Dominic Howarth, our Diocesan Youth Director who heads up our
Brentwood Catholic Youth Service (BCYS), is coming to speak at and
concelebrate the Mass and he is sure to get a great welcome! You already
probably know this, but at these youth masses, the young people themselves
welcome everyone, perform the readings, write and present the bidding
prayers, are involved with the music, serve on the Altar, dress the Altar and
take up the offertory gifts. This is our youth in action! We hear and read a lot
of bad things about young people (knife crime, drugs, social media problems,
etc.), but are these solely their fault? Not in my book. Who should take
responsibility for and protect our young from all harm, which people sell
knives, drugs to youngsters, who owns (and in my opinion doesn’t control)
social media websites? Who? Mainly adults. To balance this, shouldn’t
everyone, the politicians, the media and all of us mature adults focus much
more and publicise the good things young people do? Throughout the world,
some wonderful things are being done by them; sadly, this doesn’t get the
press it deserves. What about our own Christian youth? On this subject, and
ages ago, I shared with you some of my thoughts about young Christians and
today’s a good day to repeat some of the things I wrote about. Consider a few
facts: Going right back to biblical times, Mary was only 14 or 15 years old
when she became the Mother of Christ. Since then, she has chosen to appear
on many occasions - to young people. Many of our saints were young. It’s
invariably young people who become priests and religious, who get married
and bring children into the world. Many of our Diocesan youth work with
BCYS and many, many more join BCYS on their Lourdes pilgrimages and
other events. Right here in our own Parish, the young are our Altar servers,
are in our uniformed groups, help with the Children’s Liturgy and First Holy

Communion groups and the Food Bank initiative. It’s particularly
appropriate then, today, to take a fresh look at young people, especially our
own young people, and to be thankful for the many great things they have
done and continue to do!

PARISH PARTNERSHIP YOUTH MASS

St Edmund and St Thomas More Church, Loughton
Please come to our second Youth Mass
Sunday 24th November 2019

The Solemnity of Christ the King
6.00pm

The Solemnity of Christ the King
6.00pm

Pizza and drinks in the hall after Mass

Pizza and drinks in the hall after Mass

‘Dear Young People, God has given you great gifts.
Dare to dream great things’
Pope Francis

‘Dear Young People, God has given you great gifts.
Dare to dream great things’
Pope Francis

PARISH PARTNERSHIP YOUTH MASS

St Edmund and St Thomas More Church, Loughton
Please come to our second Youth Mass
Sunday 24th November 2019

This weekend I appear to the whole Parish Community to help with our
Parish Bazaar this year. Your generosity helps to make our Annual Bazaar
such a great success each year. We are still in need of Grand Draw Prizes &
Prizes for my stall. These are usually luxury items e.g. Money Prizes, or money
donations; TV’s, X Box, Amazon Echo & Dot, Hampers, Restaurant
Vouchers, Crate of Wine, Theatre Tickets, etc. With Black Friday coming up
very soon, perhaps you could donate one of these luxury items. This weekend
we will be collecting in TOILETRIES – these are always popular at the
Parish Bazaar. Next Weekend 23 rd / 24th November we will be collecting in
BOTTLES (To date we have 46 Bottles) our target is 300. If everyone
brought one bottle of wine or spirits, we would have enough by next
weekend. Thanking you in anticipation. Bottles can be dropped off at the
Presbytery at any time throughout the week. On the Weekend of 30 th Nov /1st
Dec we will be collecting in NEW & NEARLY NEW ITEMS; this stall is
very popular at Christmas time!
This Weekend we will be giving out Grand Draw Tickets: 3 books will be
placed in your parish newsletter, but if you need any more they will be
available in the porch, please take as many as you can and sell them; any
unsold tickets, please kindly return to the Presbytery, as we may well be able
to sell them on the day of the Bazaar! Thank you!
PARISH CHOIR: You have heard the wonderful music from
our choir. We are always looking for new members to join the
choir. If you enjoy singing and music, please contact Sue
Farrow our music director, you will be more than welcome to

join the choir. At present the choir are preparing music for Christmas. This
would be a beautiful time to join the Choir.

other ways to help people learn more about their faith. We need people who
might be able to help with publicity, including using social media. Please
consider coming along to the meeting on Monday 11th November (8pm) in the
parish hall. Everyone very welcome.
Our Parish Evangelisation Team (PET) meets monthly to:
5. Pray together;
6. Reflect on, and to discuss, opportunities to spread the Good News
among our own parishioners and the wider community;
7. Plan and organise a wide range of activities in our parish;
8. Help each other to develop our faith and our relationship with Jesus
Christ through words and actions.
We have sent an email to all those that signed up at the meetings. If you have
not received it, please email markpoulter70@hotmail.com for further details.
CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS: There are a variety of Catholic Newspapers
delivered every week, but unfortunately, very few of them are purchased. If
you would like to keep up to date with everything that is happening in the
Catholic world, please invest in one of the papers or magazines!

TUTOR AVAILABLE: Highly experienced teacher available for tutoring
children aged 5 – 14 years. For details please contact Mark 07979 921294.

Forming Intentional Disciples – we need YOUR help!
A number of new events and initiatives have grown
from our Parish Evangelisation Team following the
work we did on Forming Intentional Disciples last year.
These include the very successful parish barbecue last
month and our first youth Mass. At our next meeting,
we shall be planning new events in the lead-up to Christmas and beyond.
Can you help? We would like to develop more social, prayer and charitable
events for our parish and to let the wider community know about our church
community. We would also like to explore a programme of Lenten talks and

and Christmas, Cribs of various verities, Advent Calendars, Christmas
Candles and other Christmas Images. These will be available around the time
of the Bazaar. Please do support the little Parish Repository!
A reminder that our second Youth Mass for Loughton, Epping and Waltham
Abbey will take place at St Edmund’s on Sunday 24th November (6pm) which is
National Youth Sunday. After Mass, there will again be a chance for young
people to socialise in the hall. Please support the efforts of our young organisers by
encouraging all the young people you know to come along. Families welcome too.

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS – HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Friday 1st November 2019. We celebrate with the Universal
Church all those men and women who lived their lives in
Christ and are now part of the great Company of Saints. We
all aspire to holiness, and intimacy with Jesus Christ; the
Saints are a wonderful inspiration and example to us on the
journey of life and faith. Invoke the prayers and intercession of your own
patronal saint today. There will be three mass at St. Edmund’s for the Holy
Day. 9.00am; 12.15pm & 8.00pm. Parents, please bring your children to one
of these masses to fulfil your obligation. A Holy Day of Obligation has the
same status as a Sunday Mass and is a Solemnity in the Church’s Calendar.
CHURCH REPOSITORY: As you know we have a little
religious goods shop in the Porch of the Church. Over the past
year we’ve been trying to develop the shop and many thanks to
Teresa Wallace for all her hard work, in purchasing some
wonderful new religious goods for the shop. I encourage you to
look at the various good s that we have. There are a lot of
beautiful religious books for children, especially in preparation
for Holy Communion. There are Statues, Bibles, Rosaries,
Medals, Religious Jewellery –bracelets, necklaces, crosses etc.
There are religious Mass Cards and Greetings Cards for all occasions.
Recently our new Christmas Stock arrived, with many new items for Advent

COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Saturday 2nd November 2019. We commemorate in a very
special way all the Faithful Departed. Family members,
friends, parishioners, benefactors, and those who have
no one to pray for them. We believe that at the end of this
mortal life the journey continues to God. None of us
leave this mortal existence in a perfect state and the
purification of our souls continues towards God; this is what we call
purgatory. We are ultimately purged from all imperfections, ready to enter
the joy of eternity and the perfection of Heaven. Let us pray for all who have
gone before us, especially deceased loved ones. If you would like to

remember your own deceased loved ones in a special way, please complete
the November Deceased List Envelopes, given out last week, (there are spare
envelopes in the porch of the church), and return them to the presbytery by
2nd November. There will be two masses offered on All Souls Day at 9.00am
& 12.15pm, please try to attend one of them! Holy Mass will be offered daily
for all our Holy Souls throughout November. Also, at the end of each
weekday mass we will pray a decade of the rosary for all our deceased Holy
Souls.
FORMING INTENTIONAL DISICPLES:
As part our FID ongoing programme of Evangelisation. I would like
to encourage the whole parish community to continue in our endeavours to
make the Gospel of Jesus Christ known. Evangelisation is accepting Jesus
Christ as Our Lord & Saviour, and living out our Christian calling in our
homes, marries, families & community. Being part of a Christian community
was the desire of the Lord Jesus himself, that’s shy he sent the Apostles out
into the world to share his Good News.
In an age or secularisation, materialism,
individualism, apathy & indifference, the
Catholic faith must stand as a beacon of hope and
confidence for the future. The take it or leave it
attitude which has crept into society over the past
40 years has most definitely affected the Catholic
Church. A laissez-faire attitude to faith is both
damaging and destructive. The key word is ‘commitment’; not just paying lipservice, but truly being on board one hundred percent. Faith is the most
precious gift that we are given; it is to be treasured and enriched by our total
commitment to Jesus Christ. This manifests itself in our engagement in the
weekly celebration of the Eucharist at Holy Mass; by being involved and
committed to our parish community; by supporting the apostolic works of the
Church; by encouraging and helping our young people realise what great
treasure they possess in their Catholic faith; by engaging in the Sacramental
Life of the Church; by personal and corporate prayer; through the Sacred
Scriptures. This list can go on and on.

GIFT AID ENVELOPES: Could I ask all those
parishioners who Gift Aid, to kindly ensure that your
Gift Aid envelopes are up to date after the summer
holidays. The Weekly Offertory was drastically

reduced during the month of August, and hopefully now that the academic
year has begun again, and people have returned from their holydays, we will
get back on an even keel! Thanking all our parishioners for your continuing
support and upkeep of all our buildings in the parish. If you wish to join the
Parish Gift Aid Scheme, there are Forms available in the Porch of the
Church. All we need is your name and address. It means at the end of the Tax
Year we are able to claim back 25p in the pound on your offering. Please
think about joining!

UNIVERSITY: Congratulations to all our young
people from the parish who have successfully gained a
place at University this autumn. Over the next few
weeks many of them will be leaving home for the first
time going off on the adventurous journey of Tertiary education. All
Universities have a Catholic Chaplaincy. This is a wonderful way of
keeping in contact with the faith and the Church; it’s also good enabling
you to meet new Catholic friends. We wish all our young people a
wonderful experience as you begin this new chapter in your lives.
PARISH REPOSITORY: As you have seen, our Parish Repository has been
able to stock many new religious items. Statues, Children’s Books, Medals,
Rosaries, Wall hangings, Sentiment Verse Pictures, Prayer Cards, Many
different occasion Cards, First Holy Communion Gifts, and Baptismal Gifts.
Please continue to support our repository. If there’s anything you
specifically require, we can order it for you. Bibles, Missals, Prayer Books.
ADVANCED NOTICE:- Signing of Certificate of Catholic
Practice forms for all Catholic Secondary Schools by
Priests. Certificate of Catholic Practice forms can now
only be obtained from your Parish Priest. If the child and
family are known to the priest as practicing (who attend
weekly Sunday Mass) the form will be signed and
forwarded by your parish priest. If your child and your family are not known
to the priest and do not attend Sunday Mass, please do not go to your priest;
instead, simply complete the forms required by the school and return them
directly to the school. Within the next week or so families will receive notice
from the Essex Education Authority informing you of your child’s
transference from Primary to Secondary Education. All of the above
information elicits a strict interpretation, these are the guidelines given to us
by our Diocesan Education Department. The whole understanding of Catholic
Practice of the Faith is well known to every Roman Catholic. Honesty and
personal integrity are extremely important when making applications for
places. People cannot turn around and say they didn’t know or didn’t
understand as this has always been the policy in Catholic Schools. If there are
any problems please don’t hesitate to see your Parish Priest.

NEW ALTAR SERVERS: Could I ask all of the parents
of our First Holy Communicants this year to encourage
your sons and daughters to think about becoming Altar
Servers. This is a wonderful way of serving God at a very
young age, and also serving the community of faith. We
are fortunate enough to have a wonderful team of servers
who faithfully attend weekly mass and attend the altar for
the celebration of the Eucharist. If your child would like
to start serving, please speak to Fr. John, and he will arrange for them to
receive Albs and cinctures. Our two MC’s will assist in training them, and
helping them in the early weeks of serving.
END OF ACADEMIC YEAR: Our Schools will close this coming Wednesday
24th July. May I take this opportunity of thanking all of our Teaching Staff &
Assistants, Caretaker & Ancillary Workers for all they have done over the
past year for our children! It is now time for a break, some rest and
relaxation! As you know Mrs Bryson left us just after Easter; a big thank you
to all the Senior Leaders and Mr Sean Kelliher for stepping in as Acting
Head over the past term; we are grateful for everything you have done for
our school of St. John Fisher. We bid a fond farewell and every happiness &
success to Mrs Kathryn Poulter who is taking up a new assignment as Deputy
Head teacher at St Antony’s Catholic School, Woodford Green; she will be
greatly missed! The End of School Year Mass will take place on Monday 22 nd
July at 9.15am. I would like to encourage parents to attend the Mass. The
new Academic Year will commence on the 5 th September at 8.45am. Have a
wonderful Summer Holidays.
SUMMER HOLIDAYS, NOT A HOLIDAY FROM GOD: Our obligation as
Roman Catholics is to participate in the Weekly celebration of Holy Mass;
this is not suspended over the summer holidays, and has always been the
teaching of the Church Mass is celebrated every Weekend; Saturday’s at
6.00pm & Sunday’s at 9.00am & 11.00am. Even if we are on holiday we have
obligation to participate in the Holy Eucharist; but it’s also a wonderful time
to explore the beautiful Churches all over Europe and Abroad; and also the
various other Continents people happen to travel to. God Bless You All!
ADVANCED NOTICE: The Parish Newsletter during the month of August
will be a single page and produced fortnightly. As all of the programmes
suspended during the summer recess, and many people are on holiday, our
numbers are somewhat reduced! If you have any information for over the

summer newsletter, can you let Fr. John have it as soon as possible please;
also if you have mass intentions please let us have them also! Thank you!
FIRST COMMUNION CHILDREN: Once a child makes
their first Holy Communion, the Catholic obligation and
commitment to attend weekly Sunday Mass is binding. This
doesn’t only apply to our first communicants, but to
everyone; this has always been the teaching of the Roman
Catholic Faith and has never changed. To be part of the
worshipping community of believers is the greatest gift we
have from the Lord, to share in his Eucharistic celebration.
NEW ALTAR SERVERS: Could I ask all of the parents
of our First Holy Communicants this year to encourage
your sons and daughters to think about becoming Altar
Servers. This is a wonderful way of serving God at a very
young age, and also serving the community of faith. We
are fortunate enough to have a wonderful team of servers
who faithfully attend weekly mass and attend the altar for
the celebration of the Eucharist. If your child would like
to start serving, please speak to Fr. John, and he will arrange for them to
receive Albs and cinctures. Our two MC’s will assist in training them, and
helping them in the early weeks of serving.
NEW YOUNG READERS: We also need some new Lectors (Readers) at
Mass. I would like to encourage some of our young teenagers to seriously
think about this request. If you are interested in Reading God’s Word at one
of the Sunday Masses on a regular basis, once again, please see Fr. John. To
bear witness to Christ by proclaiming his Word is truly a great honour and
privilege. We will help you to prepare for public reading!
REQUIESCAT IN PACE: In your mercy please pray for the repose of the
soul of Desmond Gibbins RIP who passed away last weekend. Desmond was a
long time parishioner at St. Edmund’s, but for the past few years has been
housebound. We extend our condolences to his family at this time of loss.
Desmond’s body will be received into the Church on Thursday 25 th July at
4.30pm, and the Requiem Mass will take place on Friday 26th July at 12.15pm.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: If
anyone is interested in learning more about the Roman
Catholic Faith, possibly with the view of receiving the
Easter Sacraments at Easter 2020, please contact Fr. John

to talk about the RCIA – Journey of Faith Programme. It is a systematic
programme of the Catholic Faith from the Scriptural & Moral teachings of
Jesus Christ, to the celebration of the Sacraments & the Sacred Liturgy; to
understand the whole meaning of the Eucharist; Distinguishing the Old &
New Testaments; to learn about the Blessed Virgin Mary & the Company of
Saints; the different methods of prayer and meditation; the meaning of ‘The
Church’ and what it means to be a member of the Church – Ecclesiology; the
four last things, death, judgment, heaven & hell. Tel No: 020 8508 3492
THE ANNUAL DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES: will feature on
Lourdes TV (www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes/) at 22.00 (UK time) on
Monday 22nd July when we are part of the Marian (Torchlight) procession
and at 09.30 (UK time) on Tuesday 23 rd July, when we celebrate Mass at the
Grotto. In addition, each day from Monday 22 nd to Friday 26th July the BCYS
(Brentwood Catholic Youth Service) will be offering “Virtual Pilgrimage”
clips and highlights from Lourdes, including homilies from Bishop Alan and
priests of the Diocese. You will find all these on the website www.bcys.net.
The website is being refreshed this Friday, 19thJuly, with new resources and
links for youth leaders and catechists: have a look!
NOTE TO EVERYONE IN THE CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP: Our
next practice will be on Monday, 29th July (6.30pm musicians / 7pm singers)
to go over the hymns and music for the 11am Mass on Sunday, 4th August.
Please do try to be at the practice, even if it’s for a short while. Thanks.
FIRST
HOLY
COMMUNION
PROGRAMME
2019/2020: My thanks to all the parents who recently
came to see me regarding your child being enrolled in the
First Holy Communion Programme 2019/2020. It was
good to have the opportunity to speak with you. The
Programme will commence on Wednesday 11 th
September at 8.00pm in the Parish Hall with an
Information Evening for the parents. You will receive
your child’s Golden Book, the Programme of Meetings for the children and
parents; various prayers and Guidance Notes. This is going to be a very small
class. Please keep the children and their families in your prayers.
PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME: Runs in every parish. The principle behind
the scheme is to encourage the Faithful people of God to make a weekly
commitment in faith to its parish
through financial contribution. This
is your weekly gift to God and is used

to defray the costs of running a parish. Every householder is completely
aware of the increasing costs of everyday living, and how we have to budget
the annual income. The Gift Aid Scheme means that for every £1 you give, we
are able to claim back at the end of the Financial Year an additional 25pence
per £1. But using the Gift Aid envelopes is essential, and without your
envelope there is no additional income. Manifestly, there are occasions when
parishioners do forget there envelopes, in fact I’ve noticed that many people
leave their box of envelopes in their cars. But there are additional spare
envelopes in the porch, and all we need is your Gift Aid number or your
name.

adults were there as well. Everyone brought some really good ideas to the
meeting and the following has been agreed:

Our Gift Aid Organiser Maria Mosquera recently sent all who Gift Aid a
letter, giving a breakdown of your contributions over the past financial year;
this will assist you in your Annual Tax Return. If you have any problems with
this, please contact Maria directly, as I do not have access to the Gift Aid
information. Also if you would like to join the Scheme, and are a Taxpayer, it
doesn’t cost anything, other than your name and address, and of course your
weekly contribution. It is possible to set up a Standing Order through your
Bank this will ensure that your Weekly Contribution for the support and
upkeep of the Parish is ensured! Application Forms can be found in the Porch
of the Church, please feel free to take one and return completed to the
Presbytery

We’ve planned another meeting for 7pm. Wednesday, 4th
September in St. Edmund’s Hall / Retreat when the core
group will meet to agree everything, where the musicians
will gather to practise the hymns / music and where we’ll
then combine to polish off what needs to be done. If any of
our young parishioners from Loughton, Waltham Abbey and Epping are
interested in joining us (as being part of the core group, musician, or willing
to help in any other way) please do come to this meeting – you’ll be made very
welcome!

It should be pointed out that all your contributions can be Gift Aided. Your
Weekly Offertory contribution; Mass Intention requests; Donations for
flowers; Forty Hour Candles; Special Collections; CAFOD; Any charitable
contribution that your make; Any Special Donations to the Church; as long
as you are a Taxpayer, and are signed up to the Parish Gift Aid Scheme, all of
the above apply!
For any further information please speak to Maria Mosquera or Fr. John.
There are spare Registration Forms for the Gift Aid Scheme available in the
Porch of the Church; please complete the form and return it to the
presbytery
Youth Mass at St Edmund’s, Loughton 6pm Sunday, 22nd September
On 3rd July, we had a great meeting with eight of our
Loughton Parish youth (our core group) to start
planning for this Mass. Three of our Loughton and
Waltham Abbey musicians and two other supporting

The core group will organise the writing of bidding prayers, get readers,
choose hymns, music and other things that need to be done – all of these with
the help of their friends and other young people from Loughton, Waltham
Abbey and Epping parishes. Musicians from Loughton and Waltham Abbey
parishes will combine to provide the music and hopefully Epping will join us.
After the Mass, everyone will be invited into St. Edmund’s Hall for
refreshments, drinks and chat and the Hall has already been booked.

For all of our young people in Loughton, Waltham Abbey and Epping
parishes, please put the 22 nd September in your ‘phone/diary, please do come
and bring your friends as well!
There are many of our young people who no longer attend
Weekly Sunday Mass, which is always sad; but we ask all
those young people who regularly attend weekly mass to
become evangelists, and invite these other young people to
accompany you to this Special Celebration. The Celebration
of the Eucharist is the central feature of our Catholic Faith,
we gather together as a Community of believers to express
our love and thanksgiving to Almighty God for so many gifts in our lives. The
Mass is our opportunity to come to know Jesus even more deeply and develop
a relationship with Him.
FORMING INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who attended our July meeting.
COMING SOON! PARISH BBQ: We are planning to
hold a parish barbecue on Sunday 6th October. We hope
this will be a fantastic community event so appeal to all of

you to come forward to help. As well as the food and drink, we would like to
showcase our parish and provide activities and entertainment. Perhaps you
could help with catering, welcoming, music, face painting, activities for
children or something else? We would love for all groups and individuals in
the parish to be involved in the organisation of this event. If you would like to
get involved, please contact Iain McLay with your mobile number on 07806
998187 so that you can be added to the Whatsapp group. Thank you in
advance for volunteering your time and talents!
This year: A lot has been achieved in the last year. Large numbers of you took
part in the Forming Intentional Disciples programme and many events have
followed. We gave out daffodils on Mother’s Day, held a forest walk, ran bible
study/prayer group sessions and had a wonderful flower festival recently.
Thank you to everyone who has been involved so far.
Next steps: A Youth Mass for Loughton, Epping and Waltham Abbey is being
planned for Sunday September 22 (6pm) at St Edmund’s. Please support if
you can.
Next meeting: We will have a break for the summer recess and meet again on
Monday 9th September (8pm). Please make every effort to come along as we
shall be planning the Parish BBQ and need your help. Everyone welcome! We
need a lot of help in organising this open Sunday event. It will coincide with
Uniform Sunday Parade. This is an open invitation to the whole community, if
you have friends please bring along with you!
Our Parish Evangelization Team (PET) meets monthly to:
9. Pray together;
10. Reflect on, and to discuss, opportunities to spread the Good News
among our own parishioners and the wider community;
11. Plan and organise a wide range of activities in our parish;
12. Help each other to develop our faith and our relationship with Jesus
Christ through words and actions.
We have sent an email to all those that signed up at the meetings. If you have
not received it, please email markpoulter70@hotmail.com for further details.

ALTAR SOCIETY: We need some new helpers in the Altar Society to look
after the care of Parish Church. If you can give an hour or so once a month
please see Fr. John or Sharon Fitzmaurice.
ADVANCED NOTICE: It is over 45 years since our Parish Organ had a
complete overhaul; we keep a diary of every Organ visit and tuning.
Unfortunately there are some serious issues with the organ, and if they are not
resolved fairly soon, were going to find ourselves in difficulty. The engineers
will be working on the organ at the end of September for three weeks.
CALLING ALL PARISHIONERS: I’m making an appeal, especially to our
seniors, to seriously consider attending an additional weekday mass once or
twice a week. The mass is the great act of thanksgiving, as we grow older, and
perhaps have a little more time on our hands, it would be truly wonderful to
have more people at the weekday masses. Our numbers have diminished
through the years. Please consider coming along. You’ll always be welcome!
St Edmund & St Thomas More, The Immaculate Conception and St Thomas
More and St Edward Parish Partnership
An update of our Parish Partnership Discussions
Representatives from the Parishes of Loughton, Epping and Waltham Abbey
have established regular meetings to discuss and explore our future as a
partnership of Parishes.
Questions from the Diocesan Parish Partnership Plan have been used as a
structure for our deliberations.
In principle we think we should remain as 3 individual parishes collaborating
through sacramental provision and feel strongly that we need to protect and
nurture our communities.
In the mid-term, we hope to have 2 Masses in each parish over the weekend
with 3 Masses across the parishes over the weekend, as a longer term goal.

Week day Masses should take part in each parish at least once a week.
Flexibility will be needed with regard to funerals etc… but there is usually
time to inform parishioners through newsletters and social media.
There is the possibility of a Care Scheme (there is already an ecumenical
scheme in existence which could be approached) for anyone who is
inconvenienced getting to Mass by new arrangements.
Our aim is that parishes should remain open. However, there is some question
over Nazeing. Mass currently takes place in a C of E church and that should
continue while there are enough priests and resources to meet the needs of
those parishioners. However, it is important to ‘drip feed’ parishioners so
that they know what the future may hold.
We need to consider ‘What structures could be put in place to facilitate a
Priest’s life and make it more manageable?’ In Canon Law, the Priest is
responsible for everything so a central committee with sub committees in each
parish is important.
A Youth Mass is planned in Loughton on Sunday 22 nd September. This is a
great opportunity to involve the youth and dates have been set for the
planning process.
For Consideration
 How do we communicate all the proposals to the parishioners?
 Education - The centrality of schools in the process
 Spiritual Needs of the Vulnerable
 Integrated and co-ordinated approach to leadership

Youth Mass at St Edmund’s, Loughton 6pm Sunday, 22nd September
On 3rd July, we had a great meeting with eight of our Loughton Parish youth
(our core group) to start planning for this Mass. Three of our Loughton and
Waltham Abbey musicians and two other supporting adults were there as
well. Everyone brought some really good ideas to the meeting and the
following has been agreed:
The core group will organise the writing of bidding prayers, get readers,
choose hymns, music and other things that need to be done – all of these with
the help of their friends and other young people from Loughton, Waltham

Abbey and Epping parishes. Musicians from Loughton and Waltham Abbey
parishes will combine to provide the music and hopefully Epping will join us.
After the Mass, everyone will be invited into St. Edmund’s Hall for pizza,
drinks and chat and the Hall has already been booked.
We’ve planned another meeting for 7pm. Wednesday, 4 th September in St.
Edmund’s Hall / Retreat when the core group will meet to agree everything,
where the musicians will gather to practise the hymns / music and where we’ll
then combine to polish off what needs to be done. If any of our young
parishioners from Loughton, Waltham Abbey and Epping are interested in
joining us (as being part of the core group, musician, or willing to help in any
other way) please do come to this meeting – you’ll be made very welcome!
For all of our youth in Loughton, Waltham Abbey and Epping parishes,
please put the 22nd September in your ‘phone/diary, please do come and bring
your friends as well!

THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS RAPIDLY APPROACH: The holidays are a
wonderful time for all the family to relax and charge our batteries. After the
academic year ends, there is usually a mass exodus from the parish, as
families take their annual leave and travel on holiday. Whether or abroad or
at home, this is an extremely important time of the year. It goes unsaid, that
everyone needs some rest and relaxation!
But the holidays are a never a holiday from God or our faith. The life
of faith doesn’t follow an academic time-table, and our obligations and
commitment to share in the Weekly Celebration of the Holy Eucharist are
binding. This has always been the teaching of the Roman Catholic Faith.
Personally, I always find that the summer holidays are a wonderful time to
experience the Catholic Church in many other countries and continents.
There are sometime wonderful cultural practices and customs, such as
wonderful processions, and fiestas, especially in Mediterranean countries,
that celebrate the great religious feasts, such as the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary on the 15th August. Also in the Continents of the Americas and
Africa, there are incredible cultural experiences of the Catholic Faith. This
allows us to see how universal the Church is; and wherever we go, no matter
how large or small a place may be, you’ll nearly always find the Catholic
Church.
Also, if you’re remaining in the UK, I have a Catholic Directory of
parishes in England & Wales, with the details of all parishes and mass times.

This information can also usually be found through the internet, just google
the place name of your holiday and Catholic Church. Have a wonderful
holiday and a good rest!
FORMING INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES MONTHLY MEETING: Monday 15th
July at 8.00pm in the Parish Hall. I call upon all parishioners who are involved
in the FID programme to attend this important meeting, and to any other
members of the Parish Community, who would like to help with some of our
forthcoming events. We’re hoping to plan an open BBQ for the parish and the
local community in September. Obviously forward planning is necessary. This
needs to be organised really well, and the more help we have the better! Please
come along:
Our Parish Evangelization Team (PET) meets monthly to:
13. Pray together;
14. Reflect on, and to discuss, opportunities to spread the Good News
among our own parishioners and the wider community;
15. Plan and organise a wide range of activities in our parish;
16. Help each other to develop our faith and our relationship with Jesus
Christ through words and actions.
We have sent an email to all those that signed up at the meetings. If you have
not received it, please email markpoulter70@hotmail.com for further details.
May God Bless You All This Week,
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME
2019/2020: My sincere and grateful thanks to all the
parents who came to see me this week in preparation
for yours child’s First Holy Communion in May 2020.
It was good to have been able to speak with you in
advance of the Programme commencing in
September. This is going to be a small year; looking at the Baptismal Register
there were fewer baptisms that particular year. I presume that I have seen
all those who desire their children to be enrolled in the Sacramental
Programme 2019/2020. If anyone has forgotten or omitted to make an
appointment, could you kindly do so immediately? Please phone Fr. John. Tel
No: 020 8508 3492. Pre-requisites: a) Baptised practicing Catholic, attending
weekly mass. b) That you live in the Parish. Any outsiders will need a letter of
reference from their Parish Priest. c) That the child is already attending Mass
with their parents. This is a really serious commitment that you undertake.
The practice of your faith is fundamental to this programme for the children.

Many parishes have adopted a weekly check-in register which is signed at the
end of holy mass by the Parish Priest for each candidate. Sadly, some enrol in
the programme, and often don’t attend the weekly celebration of the Holy
Mass. If there are any problems with these requirements please see Fr. John.
ALL OUR YESTERDAYS: Last weekend I was
handed a Parish Newsletter from June 1994,
looking at it after mass I was a little saddened to
see that the parish offertory last weekend
£1,062.00 was almost the same as that of 1994.
Unfortunately 25 years hasn’t made that much
difference in the weekly contributions. I’ve done
everything I can to try and keep the costs down in all sorts of different ways.
But if people are not using their Gift Aid envelopes or updating their
Standing Orders. As many of you have commented to me recently the weekly
offertory has certainly plummeted! This isn’t just about the Offertories; it’s
about real & true commitment in faith. Time, talent and treasure, isn’t about
just giving God our ‘left overs’, it’s about giving him ‘our best’. The best of
our time, in prayer, coming to Sunday Mass, being a part of the community,
teaching our children about the faith; Our talent – making sure that what we
contribute to God is the best that he has given us, whether we be musicians,
Uniform Group Leaders, Eucharistic Ministers & Readers, Servers, Flower
arrangers, Church Altar Society. Our treasure – is making a real
contribution to the running of our Parish. This is your Church and parish, its
upkeep and maintenance is holily dependant on your contributions. What you
give reflects your commitment and support of your church. I’m just the
caretaker, as is any priest in a parish. Priests come and go from parishes, but
the people are the community and have that responsibility for their church. I
appeal to your generosity.
Some comparisons in offertories last weekend throughout the diocese.
Immculate Conception Epping - £1,347. Brentwood Cathedral - £3,709.09.
St. Bede Chadwell Heath - £1,233.87. Mary Mother of God Hornchurch £2,255.30. SS Peter & Paul Ilford £1,439.26. Our Lady Immaculate
Chelmsford £2,639.72. Holy Family Witham £1,317.28
CANONISATION OF BL. JOHN HENRY NEWMAN:
The announcement was made from Rom this week that
Bl. John Henry Newman will be Canonised on Sunday
13th October 2019 in St. Peter’s Square, Rome. This is
truly great new for the English Catholic Church, as we
haven’t had a Canonisation since 1970 with the Forty

Martyrs of England & Wales; and they were all martyrs of the Reformation.
So Bl. John Henry Newman is the first English Saint since the 17 th Century.
He was born in London in 1801; his family were very strong members of the
Church of England. He entered the Anglican Ministry and was an Anglican
Priest until 1845. He founded the famous Oxford Movement. But he slowly
found himself moving away from the Anglican Church. Eventually retreating
to Littlemore, where he was eventually received into the Roman Catholic
Church by Blessed Dominic Barberi. Even as a Roman catholic life wasn’t
always easy. He established the Birmingham Oratory, where he lived out his
Priesthood. He is a famous academic and theologian. In 1879 Pope Leo XIII
created him a Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church, as a tribute to his
outstanding erudition and piety. Pope Benedict Beatified Bl John Henry back
in 2010 at Cofton Park, Birmingham, many from the parish travelled up for
this beautiful celebration.
Please pray to Bl John Henry Newman
UPDATE ON THE ‘DIOCESAN VISION’ FROM THE BISHOP:
Over six months ago we published the Diocesan Vision Document: Shaping
Our Future. That was the culmination of nearly three years of discussions,
prayer, discernment and working together.
After initial meetings with the clergy, I invited Stewards of the Gospel to step
forward to work with the clergy and myself to find new ways of responding to
God’s love for us. In the Diocese and our Parishes, we have worked together
to find a response that is fit for the 21st Century in East London and Essex.
Last December I asked everyone to work in Parish Partnerships to make the
Vision a reality in every part of our diocese. I encouraged us not to cling to
the status quo but rather to be bold in our thinking and to explore new ways
to evangelise our diocese.
In six months, every Parish Partnership will send in a draft plan for my
consideration. That plan should set out how Stewards and Clergy in each
Partnership, informed by discussions with local parishioners, think it could be
structured so as to best evangelise their part of the diocese.
There are many wonderful things happening in our diocese for which I am
very grateful- please continue to work together in a spirit of prayer and
united always in Christ and Mary.
Bishop Alan Williams, sm

PARISH FINANCES: No priest likes talking about Parish Finances, but It
has become very apparent over the past year or so that the Weekly
Offertory has dropped dramatically, especially over the past several
weeks. Unfortunately if this trend continues we will not be able to pay our
weekly salaries to the employed staff. As you know I didn’t replace our
parish secretary, and now do all the Office Administration myself, I also
did not take my own salary of £690.00 for the last quarter. As the
offertories have been so low, I have been trying to keep costs to a
minimum, but we are still not meeting our monthly targets. The Diocesan
Monthly Quota is £2,200.00 which is automatically debited every month.
Utilities - as you all know are astronomical, and with such large buildings
to light and heat this is no mean task. As you know, I have always
maintained that our Church should be warm, especially during the winter
months. Monthly salaries work out to about £1,400.00. Capitation to
Trinity Catholic High School was £1,410.00. Altar Wine for Mass £384.40.
Altar Candles & Votive Candles £341.53. Supply Priest £250.00
May I appeal to all those who use the Parish Gift Aid Scheme to kindly
use your envelopes on a weekly basis. If you forget your envelope, there
are plenty of spare ones in the porch; all we need is your GA number or
your name. Without the use of the envelope, we will lose the claim of the
tax return. The tax Return from the Inland Revenue is 25 pence in the
pound. Over twelve months, this can build up to quite a bit. Sadly not
everyone attends mass on a weekly basis; therefore, we also miss out on
the weekly contribution from these parishioners. Could I ask Parishioners
who Gift Aid to seriously consider using the Standing Order option, at
least if you are unable to attend Holy Mass, the parish doesn’t miss out on
your weekly contribution to the Lord? As you can see and appreciate
these are difficult times! I really don’t know what to do anymore; I’ve
tried my best to encourage all those who attend Holy Mass to seriously
consider your weekly contribution to the Lord. Put your contribution into
the perspective of your everyday expenditure – there are many luxuries
we avail ourselves of, eating out, which is not cheap these days. A Bottle of
Wine, a pint of beer, a take-away Pizza, or any other carry-out meal. If we
make our weekly contribution in line with these luxuries I think this is a
reasonable gift to God. Please reflect on these sentiments, because they are
important. Thankyou!

THE BEAUTY OF HOLY MASS: The one obligation that we are bound to as
Roman Catholics is to fulfil our obligation and partcipate in the celebration of
Holy Mass, either at the Satruday evening Vigil Mass or one of the Sunday
morning masses. This has always been the treaching of the Roman Catholic
faith and has never changed! Once a child has made their First Holy
Communion they are bound by this terching.
The Priest is Ordained to celebrate the
sacraments, and specifically the Holy Eucharist
on a daily basis. I personally consider it the
most important thing that I do every day, to be
a Priest of Jesus Christ, to share in his Eternal
Priesthood is the greatest honour and privilege
of my life. To be able to share that with others,
the faithful people of God, is also a privilege!
Mass in our parish is celebrated daily. Sadly
through the year, those wh were regular daily mass-goers, have passed on, and
very few have taken their place. Could I make this special appeal to all of our
Senior Citizens, who perhaps do not work anymore more, to attend and
aditional mass or two each week. The Eucharist is the ‘source and summit of
the Christian life’, what more beautiful way to honour the Lord than to
particupate in the Eucharistic Banquet! There also may be others, who can
atted an additional mass; parents who are looking after young chidlren, please
bring the chidlren along as well, the more the merrier!
PARISH CHOIR: You have heard the wonderful music from our choir. We
are always looking for new members to join the choir. If you enjoy singing
and music, please make contact with Sue Farrow our music director, you will
be more than welcome to join the choir.
PARISH REPOSITORY: As you have seen, our Parish Repository has been
able to stock many new religious items. Statues, Children’s Books, Medals,
Rosaries, Prayer Cards, Many different occasion Cards, First Holy
Communion Gifts. Please continue to support our repository. If there’s
anything you specifically require we can order it for you.

