
BAPTISMS IN THE PARISH: If you have a child due for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment  with  dates  contact  the  Presbytery  to  book
your date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact
Sharon Chalk, who will organise a Baptismal Preparation of
two  sessions,  and  then  I  will  come  and  visit  you  in  your
homes. Please don’t forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form. 

PARISH YOUNG PEOPLE’S MASS IDEA:
For some time now, our Liturgy Committee
has been looking at the idea of having a Youth Mass in our Parish and now
we’ve taken the first tentative steps: 
* We’ve spoken with several of our young parishioners who are happy to act
as  a  ‘core’  group  (and  perhaps  form  a  ‘working  party’  to  organise  the
Mass?).
* We’ve pencilled in 6pm, Sunday, 22nd September at St. Edmund’s for the
first Mass to which the youth of our Parish, Epping and Waltham Abbey
parishes will be invited.
* The young people themselves (the ‘core’ group?) will choose and sort out
readers, bidding prayer writers, hymns and music with a little bit of help
from our Contemporary Music Group if wanted (and also our Brentwood
Youth Service team?).
* Our schools will be asked to spread the word about this Mass.
These are just a few initial steps still to be confirmed, so nothing needs to be
done by anyone at the moment. Important exams for our youth are coming
up in the next couple of months, so it would be unfair (and a little early?) to
start organising things now. 
Once June has come and exams are largely over,  we’ll  follow up on the
above ideas and confirm some details. We’ll let you know once this has been
done and we can all then start spreading the word about what we hope will
be the start of something great!

CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS: Are available in the porch; there are also
various monthly magazines for sale. Please leave money at Repository.

IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is usually Fr. John’s Day Off. In
cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping –
Tel: 01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford
Green – Tel: 020 8504 1688.  This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a
few days break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact
number for Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.   

Dear Friends in Christ  Palm Sunday of the Passion 2019

Today we celebrate  our Palm Sunday Liturgy,  which marks
the  beginning  of  our  Holy  Week.  The  Passion  overshadows  Jesus’
triumphant entry into Jerusalem. This is the most sacred week of the
Church’s Liturgical  Year.  I encourage all  of you to enter into the
spirit of this ‘Great Week.’

Our Lenten Fast ends on Holy Thursday, and
the  Triduum  of  Our  Lord’s  Passion,  Death  and
Resurrection begins.  The Mass of the Lord’s Supper
on Holy  Thursday is  at  8.00pm at  St.  Edmund’s. It
reminds  us  of  those  events  long  ago,  when  Jesus
instituted the gift of the Holy Eucharist as the eternal
gift of Himself to the Church. The Mandatum (The Washing of Feet)
is  the selfless example of love and service that Jesus showed to his
friends; he asks each one of us to do the same! We journey with Our
Lord  to  the  Garden  of  Gethsemene,  and  watch  with  him  until
midnight. 

GOOD FRIDAY  This most powerful day! Our Lord
walks the most painful road to Calvary. At 3.00pm at
St.  Edmund’s  we  commemorate  The Passion  of  Our
Lord Jesus  Christ. This  is  a  simple  liturgy  with  the
Reading of the Passion from St. John’s Gospel, and the

very beautiful Veneration of the Cross, followed by Holy Communion.
This is the only day of the year that holy Mass is not celebrated!

HOLY  SATURDAY: We  share  in  the  Easter  Vigil
commencing  at  8.00pm at  St.  Edmund’s. This  very
rich and elaborate ceremony encapsulates the whole of
Salvation  History;  and  together,  we  rejoice  in  the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Please make every effort
to attend the Triduum Services, as they are seen as one
continual celebration. Please share in the first Mass of
the Resurrection with us!fv 

PLEASE JOIN US THIS HOLY WEEK 2019
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Dear Friends in Christ,            This is Holy Week
2019

Our Holy Week Journey has begun! This is the most
sacred time in the Church’s liturgical year. We retrace the final
days  of  Jesus’  journey  that  will  lead  to  Calvery  and
Resurrection on Easter Day! It is a personal journey of faith
also.  I encourage all of our parish community to enter into the
full spirit of this Holy & Most Sacred Week.  It can be a real
moment of grace for you and your families.  This weeks’s Newsletter lays
out  clearly  all  the  ceremonies  and  masses  to  help  us  enter  into  this
incredible drama of Salvation history. (Also on the website & Facebook)
The ultimate sacrifce that Our Lord made on Good Friday was for our
Salvation, to free us from the slavery of sin, and allow us to enter into the
new life of grace!

I make an impassioned plea to all of you to share in the
Sacred Triduum: Holy Thursday & the Mass of the Lord’s
Supper;  The Good Friday Passion of Our Lord,  and the
Easter Vigil. This is one continuous celebration with three
different  facets  to  it.  Obviously  the  high  point  is  the
celebration of the Easter  Vgil  commencing at  8.00pm on
21st April 2019. This year I will be receiving Bibi Aghedo
into full communion in the Roman Catholic Faith. Please
pray for her.  There will be a reception immediately after

the Easter Vigil in the Parish Hall.  If anyone would like to contribute some
food for a finger buffett this would be very helpful, just drop it off at the
parish  hall  before  the  Vigil  commences.  I  really  look  forward  to
celebrating this Holy Week with you this year!

If  you  have  never  participated  in  the  Triduum,  this  really  is  a
wonderful time in the Church’s Liturgical Calandar. Or if you have not
entered  into  the  full–spirit  of  the  Lenten  Season,  why  not  make  a  very
special effort to join us for these three wonderful ceremonies.  When we
think of what Our Lord did for us, the least we can do is make a special
effort to join with Him as he enters His Passion & Death, but also to rejoice
with Him & in Him on his Day of Resurrection. I cannot stress enough the
untold graces you will  receive from God in participating in these sacred
liturgies.   

          May God Bless you during this Holy Week,
EPPING  FOREST  FOODBANK  DONATIONS: Thank  you  to  all
parishioners who have donated items for the Foodbank. Your donations are
needed  as  much as  ever  at  the  moment  by  people  in  our  area  who  are
struggling to put food on the table. Basic staple items are always welcome
including the unbranded supermarket basic ranges which can make your
generous donations go even further. In March they are in particular need of
the following items: jam, UHT milk, powdered milk, instant mash, sponge
pudding, tinned tomatoes, instant noodles and women’s deodorant. Thank
you! You can also keep up to date with the Foodbank via their Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/EppingForestFoodbank/ 

JOURNEY OF FAITH: Dear friends as we have completed this year’s RCIA
programme;  I’m now looking  for  new people  who  may  be  interested  in
learning about the Roman Catholic Faith, possibly with the view of receiving
the  Easter  Sacraments  in  2020.  If  any  parishioners  know  of  anyone
interested could you let them know about the programme! We always start
at the beginning of September.  If you would like to speak to me personally
just call the presbytery Tel No: 020 8508 3492.   Fr. John 

HOLY WEEK VISITS TO THE SICK & HOUSEBOUND: This week I
will  be  visiting  all  our  Sick  & Housebound  with  Holy  Communion.
Please do keep all  of our sick & housebound in your prayers at this
special time of the year. Fr John 

PARISH  REPOSITORY: We  have  a  considerable  amount  of  new  stock
purchased for the Parish Repository; statues, rosaries, children’s books on
the saints, colouring books, cards for every occasion, Deceased Mass Cards,
prayer cards & medals. There are a variety of First Holy Communion items
&  cards.  There  are  some  really  beautiful  Easter  Cards.  There  is  an
additional  Large  Display  of  First  Holy  Communion  items  on  sale  in  the
porch. If you would like us to order something specific, please do not hesitate
to ask Teresa Wallace or one of her helpers, and we will endeavor to order
your item for you. Please support our Repository.

YOUR EASTER OFFERTORY: In your Newsletters this weekend you
will receive envelopes for your Easter Offering. If you belong to the
Parish  Gift  Aid  Scheme,  please  use  the  special  envelope  for  Easter
Sunday to make your contribution. This is you personal gift to your
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Parish Priest, and as they do not earn a formal salary, it makes up the
major part of his income for the whole year. Thank you!
PARISH CHOIR: As you know we are very fortunate to have a wonderful
Parish Choir Director and Organist, Susan Farrow, and it really does make
a difference to our Parish Liturgies. Susan now has two Choir rehearsals a
week, Wednesday evening 7pm till 8.00pm and Saturday morning 11.00am
to 12Noon. We are looking for new choir members. There are a number of
the members from the Contemporary Music Group who also sing in the
Parish Choir, everyone is welcome! If you enjoy singing and music, and you
want to enrich our Parish Liturgical Celebrations please come along to the
rehearsals and Sunday 11.00am Mass. At present the Choir is rehearsing for
Holy Week & Easter.

NOTE  TO  EVERYONE  IN THE  CONTEMPORARY  MUSIC  GROUP:
Holy Week Services - Susan will be leading the Parish Choir for these special
days ahead,  Holy Thursday,  Good Friday,  Holy Saturday Easter Vigil  &
Easter Sunday Fr. John and Susan would be very grateful if as many of our
singers as possible could sing at these services with the Parish Choir to add
voice to these special occasions. Some of you already do sing with the Parish
Choir  and  all  singers  who  can  join  them would  be  made  very welcome.
Please look out for the practises that Susan will  be holding over the next
days and try to attend them if you can. Thanks very much.

CHURCH  CLEANING FOR EASTER: The  Altar  Society  Easter  Spring
Clean, will take place on Thursday 18th April, from 9.30am onwards. If any
members of the parish can help on that day, it would be much appreciated.
Also,  if  anyone  would  like  to  join  the  Altar  Society,  please  contact  any
member of the Society. Your help would be much appreciated. Hot Cross
buns will be availbale for helpers!

ALTAR SERVING DURING HOLY WEEK & EASTER: Calling all  our
Altar Servers! It would be wonderful if as many Servers as possible could
Serve during the Holy Week Services: the main ones being Holy Thursday at
8.00pm Good Friday at 3.00pm & The Easter Vigil 8.00pm / Easter Sunday.
This is a wonderful opportunity to share in the great liturgies of Holy Week,
and there will be plenty to do for the Servers. Please ensure that your alb is
washed and pressed. 

A VERY WARM WELCOME TO OUR SEMINARIANS:  On behalf of the
whole parish community I would like to welcome 4 Seminarians from the
Pontifical North American College, who have asked to come here for Holy
Week. They arrived last Friday 12th April and will be with us until Easter
Sunday.  Please  do  extend  them  your  warm  hospitality.  We  have  two
Deacons Rev Mr Brad Berhorst, Rev Mr Joe Squillacioti; and two third
year students who will  be ordained deacons in October,  Zack Tucker &
Joshua Bertrand. Two other deacons will be with us during Easter Week.
It’s always a great bonus having seminarians for Holy Week. Once again I
appeal to your generosity, if any parishioners would be able to help with
some desserts  or any other goodies,  wine or sweets  during their  stay,  it
would be most welcome, in my experience they all have a ‘sweet tooth’!
With thanks! Fr John   

PARISH  PENITENTIAL  SERVICE  FOR  LENT: Tuesday  16  th   April  at  
8.00pm.  There  will  be  visiting  Confessors. One  of  the  most  important
elements of the Holy Season of Lent is availing ourselves of the opportunity
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. As this is a Penitential Season, it gives us
the opportunity to review our lives, and see those areas where change needs
to take place. We are all striving for perfection, and part of that process is
the humble acknowledgement that we are not  self-sufficient,  and that we
need God’s help in all things. I encourage all our parishioners to celebrate
the Sacrament of Reconciliation during this Holy Season. Polish priest also.

THE CHRISM MASS: Will be celebrated on Wednesday
17th April  at  Brentwood Cathedral  at  7.00pm. This  is  a
very beautiful ceremony where the Bishop and Priests of
the Diocese renew their  Ordination vows and promises.
The Holy Oils of Baptism, Chrism, and the oil of the Sick
are  blessed  by  the  Bishop  and  distributed  to  all  the
parishes for the celebration of the Sacraments throughout

the year. There is an open invitation to the Chrism Mass. For me personally,
Holy  Week  is  the  high  point  in  the  Church’s  year.  I  look  forward  to
celebrating this ‘Great Week’ with you all. Let it truly be a moment of grace
and  blessing  for  all  of  us,  that  we  can  celebrate  with  great  joy  the
Resurrection of the Lord on Easter Day! 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY LITURGY: (Children’s Good
Friday  Liturgy)  The  Sunday  Liturgy  Catechists  have
organised once again a special ‘Children’s Stations of the
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Cross’ at 10.00am on Good Friday morning, I invite our children and
families to come along for the Stations. I would ask for volunteers to
help with the Narration of the Stations of the Cross. Rehearsal after
the 11.00am Mass on Palm Sunday

ANNUAL GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION: Is for the Holy Land. As
you are aware in recent years the conflict in the Holy Land has caused
much hardship, especially for the small Christian Communities, who
mostly live in the West Bank. This year our collection will go to the
Church in Bethlehem. We must ensure that the Catholic faith remains
in the Holy Land. Many Catholics have left the Holy Land out of fear.

They often feel isolated. Please give generously to
support  the  Church  over  there.  The  collections
will take place after the Children’s Stations of the
Cross  in  the  morning,   and  the  Passion  of  Our
Lord  in  the  afternoon.  Thanking  you  in
anticipation. 

EASTER VIGIL MASS: The first Mass of Easter; our
Vigil, will be celebrated on  Holy Saturday evening 20  th  
April  at  8.00pm this  Year.  We  celebrate  with  the
Universal Church the conquering of death by Jesus. This
wonderful  ceremony  is  so  rich  in  its  tradition  and
history.  If  you  have  never  been  to  the  Vigil,  may  I
recommend  that  you  come  and  experience  it  for
yourselves! 

LILIES  AT  EASTER: Would  you  like  to  donate  a  Lily  in
memory of your deceased loved ones? If so, please complete the
details on page 6 and drop your envelope off at the prebytery as
soon as possible. To give us some idea of numbers and ordering
the lilies we need to have your donation and application this
weekend, but it’s still not too late! Make sure you list clearly
the names of your deceased, and these will apear on a list in the
Church, and Holy Mass will be offered for them. 

Lilies at Easter 2019
Every year at Easter we remember 

our deceased loved one by decorating 

the Church with White Lilies.

If you would like to have a stem of lilies placed in 

the arrangements throughout the Easter Season, 

in memory of a deceased loved one, relatives or friends.

Please complete this form below and return to the 

Presbytery in an envelope by Maundy Thursday 18th 
April 2019

…………………………………………………………………

St. Edmund of Canterbury: _________

Names: of those remembered: (Please print clearly)

………………………………        ………………………………

………………………………        ………………………………

………………………………        ………………………………

……………………………….        .……………………………..

Amount enclosed     £……………… Gift Aid No:……………..

From:……………………………………………………

ALL DONATIONS CAN BE GIFT AIDED
Please Use Your Spare Gift Aid Envelopes
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