
BAPTISMS IN THE PARISH: If you have a child due for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment  with  dates  contact  the  Presbytery  to  book
your date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact
Sharon Chalk, who will organise a Baptismal Preparation of
two  sessions,  and  then  I  will  come  and  visit  you  in  your
homes. Please don’t forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form. 

PARISH YOUNG PEOPLE’S MASS IDEA:
For some time now, our Liturgy Committee
has been looking at the idea of having a Youth Mass in our Parish and now
we’ve taken the first tentative steps: 
* We’ve spoken with several of our young parishioners who are happy to act
as  a  ‘core’  group  (and  perhaps  form  a  ‘working  party’  to  organise  the
Mass?).
* We’ve pencilled in 6pm, Sunday, 22nd September at St. Edmund’s for the
first Mass to which the youth of our Parish, Epping and Waltham Abbey
parishes will be invited.
* The young people themselves (the ‘core’ group?) will choose and sort out
readers, bidding prayer writers, hymns and music with a little bit of help
from our Contemporary Music Group if wanted (and also our Brentwood
Youth Service team?).
* Our schools will be asked to spread the word about this Mass.
These are just a few initial steps still to be confirmed, so nothing needs to be
done by anyone at the moment. Important exams for our youth are coming
up in the next couple of months, so it would be unfair (and a little early?) to
start organising things now. 
Once June has come and exams are largely over,  we’ll  follow up on the
above ideas and confirm some details. We’ll let you know once this has been
done and we can all then start spreading the word about what we hope will
be the start of something great!

CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS: Are available in the porch; there are also
various monthly magazines for sale. Please leave money at Repository.

IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is usually Fr. John’s Day Off. In
cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping –
Tel: 01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford
Green – Tel: 020 8504 1688.  This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a
few days break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact
number for Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.   
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 Moral  theologians  speak  of
‘sins  of  omission’,  by  which  they
mean the failure to act or speak out
in a situation, causing those guilty of
this  offence  to  fall  short  of  the
goodness of God.  Our Gospel today
provides us with an example. In most
modern translations of the Bible this
passage  is  either  dropped  into  the
footnotes or placed in brackets to indicate that it did not form part of
the original text. It is also missing from the oldest and best manuscripts
for the Gospel of John. It is hard to figure out why and we can only
speculate – perhaps a patriarchal culture and worldview rendered this
beautiful incident in Jesus’ life too shocking and scandalous, revealing a
depth of mercy and forgiveness which was unpalatable. We are grateful
that  this  story,  which  was  probably  passed  down by  means  of  oral
tradition, found its way into the can of Scripture. 

Just as it takes two to tango, it takes two to commit adultery.
This is a point worth making because what is interesting if not striking
about the case or adultery before us is that the Pharisees haul the poor
woman before the Lord to be judged, but her co-adulterer is nowhere to
be found. The man’s absence from the drama would seem to suggest
foul play. 

In any event, the scheming Pharisees are looking to catch Jesus
out.  They  have  their  facts  wrong,  however,  because  the  law  only
stipulated stoning if a woman was betrothed and it required, in fact, the
stoning of both parties. Their aim is to back Jesus into a corner. If he
sanctioned the stoning, he would be in conflict with the Romans who did
not allow the Jews to carry out capital punishment. On the other hand,
if  he  came  out  against  the  stoning,  her  would  be  seen  to  condone
adultery  and unsupportive  of  the  law.  He  permits  the  stoning  to  go
ahead but only on the basis that he who is without sin throw the first
stone! Ashamed, humiliated, exposed, the accusers’ leave the scene. Full
of mercy and kindness, the Lord tells the woman. Neither do I condemn
you…’
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Dear Friends in Christ,     5th Sunday of Lent

This  is  the  Fifth  Sunday  of  Lent,  and  marks  the
beginning  of  Passiontide.  The  custom  of  Passiontide
involves the covering of all our crosses and statues until
the  unveiling  of  the  Cross  of  Adoration  on  Good
Friday.  Everything else is  unveiled on Holy Saturday
just  before  the  Vigil  begins.  We  now  travel  with  the

Lord Jesus in the days ahead on the road that leads to Jerusalem, where he
will be arrested, tried and executed. This is a truly sacred time; we should
listen attentively to the words of Sacred Scripture. Perhaps you might like to
start reading St. John’s Gospel, Chapter 13 onwards; this is a wonderful way
to prepare to enter spiritually into Holy Week. 

Other ways to prepare for Easter are celebrating
the Sacrament of God’s healing mercy and love through
Reconciliation. We are duty-bound as Roman Catholic to
celebrate  the  Sacrament  of  Confession  at  least  once  a
year. We are all in need of God’s Mercy and forgiveness,
and our Parish Lenten Penitential Service will take place
on Tuesday 16  th   April  at  8.00pm.   There will  be  several
visiting priests to hear confessions. Please don’t let this opportunity pass you
by; and if you haven’t celebrated the sacrament for a long time, in this Holy
Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has encouraged all Catholics to really share in
the beauty of God’s loving Mercy through forgiveness. In Confession we are
not being judged, we are like the Prodigal Son, coming home to and incredible
welcome of love and forgiveness.

WELCOME  TO  OUR  SEMINARIANS: On  behalf  of  the  whole  parish
community I would like to welcome 4 Seminarians from the Pontifical North
American College, who have asked to come here for Holy Week. They arrive
next  Friday  12th April  and will  be  with us  until  Easter  Sunday.  Please  do
extend  them  your  warm  hospitality.  We  have  two  Deacons  Rev  Mr  Brad
Berhorst, Rev Mr Joe Squilliaciotti; and two third year students who will be
ordained deacons in October Zack Tucker & Joshua Bertrand. It’s always a
great bonus having seminarians for Holy Week. Once again I appeal to your
generosity, if any parishioners would be able to help with some deserts during
their stay I would be most welcome, in my experience they all have a ‘sweet
tooth’! With thanks!   
   

May God Bless us through Passiontide,  

THE HOLY LENTEN SEASON 2019: It’s still not too late to enter into the
spirit of this Lenten Season. Why not make an extra special effort during
this Passiontide to attend an additional mass during the week? Or pray the
rosary on a daily basis, or read a chapter of the Bible every day – you may
like  to  start  reading  the  account  of  the  Passion  of  Our  Lord,  St.  John
Chapter 13 onwards. Spiritual Reading is a wonderful way to lift heart and
mind and soul up to God – there are plenty of books in our Library.  
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Is the traditional devotion of the
Lenten Season, on Friday’s at 11.45am and Sunday afternoons
at 5.00pm. This very beautiful and moving devotion retraces the
Lord’s last steps on his journey to Calvary. Please make a very
special effort to join us! 

PARISH  GIFT  AID  ENVELOPES: As  we
approach  the  end  of  the  financial  Tax  Year,  I
would ask all parishioners who Gift Aid to kindly
collect  your new boxes from the porch of  the Church.  There are spare
application  forms  for  anyone  who  wants  to  join  the  scheme.  Once
completed Maria Mosquera will give you a box of GA envelopes, or if you
so  wish,  you  can  set  up  a  Standing  Order  with  the  bank,  there  is  an
additional form to complete for this giving instruction to the bank. If you
would like further detail about the Gift Aid Scheme please contact Maria -
on 07799 475970 or mjm70@hotmail.com or Fr John at the Presbytery Tel
No: 020 8508 3492  THERE ARE STILL A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER
OF BOXES UNCOLLECTED! Also Boxes  for  those  who contribute by
Standing  Order  –  please  take  the  small  boxes  with  your  envelopes  for
special collections. With ongoing thanks for your generosity!

SICK  &  HOUSEBOUND  PARISHIONERS: If  you
would like me to make a visit  to those in hospital  or
those  who  are  housebound,  please  contact  me  at  the
presbytery. Tel No: 020 8508 3492   It is always good to
know when parishioners  are going into hospital;  I  can then contact the
Chaplains in the various hospitals to arrange a visit and Holy Communion.
This service is available for all hospitals. Also if Sick parishioners would
like Holy Communion brought to their homes on a regular basis please
speak to Fr. John. This is one of the Corporal Works of Mercy. 

HOLY WEEK PROGRAMME: Please  ensure  that  you take  your  Holy
Week Programme home with your Newsletter this week; it gives all of the
times of various masses and services over the Holy Week/Easter period. 
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EPPING  FOREST  FOODBANK  DONATIONS: Thank  you  to  all
parishioners who have donated items for the Foodbank. Your donations are
needed  as  much as  ever  at  the  moment  by  people  in  our  area  who  are
struggling to put food on the table. Basic staple items are always welcome
including the unbranded supermarket basic ranges which can make your
generous donations go even further. In March they are in particular need of
the following items: jam, UHT milk, powdered milk, instant mash, sponge
pudding, tinned tomatoes, instant noodles and women’s deodorant. Thank
you! You can also keep up to date with the Foodbank via their Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/EppingForestFoodbank/ 

JOURNEY OF FAITH: Dear friends as we approach the end of this year’s
RCIA programme, I’m now looking for new people who may be interested in
learning about the Roman Catholic Faith, possibly with the view of receiving
the  Easter  Sacraments  in  2020.  If  any  parishioners  know  of  anyone
interested could you let them know about the programme! We always start
at the beginning of September.  If you would like to speak to me personally
just call the presbytery Tel No: 020 8508 3492.   Fr. John 

NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS COURSE: I would like to take this
opportunity  of  congratulating  and  thanking  our  7  new  Eucharistic
Ministers for our Parish. Their role is to assist at the Altar at our Weekend
celebrations.  Please  pray  for  Kathryn  Poulter,  Anne-Marie  Kendal,
Amanda O’Regan, Aidan Potter, Ian Jewell, Benzu Mudenda, and Philip
Leith. They will be commissioned at the 11.00am Mass 7th April 2019 

ALTAR SOCIETY: We are always in need of new members for the parish
Altar Society. The Altar Society in this parish has been in existence for many
years; they have done such sterling work through the years, and I’m truly
grateful  to  all  the  members  for  keeping  our  church  in  such  a  beautiful
condition. If you’re able to help in the spring clean for Easter it will take
place on Tuesday 16th April at 9.30am. All helpers welcome! 

PARISH  REPOSITORY: We  have  a  considerable  amount  of  new  stock
purchased for the Parish Repository; statues, rosaries, children’s books on
the saints, colouring books, cards for every occasion, Deceased Mass Cards,
prayer cards & medals. There are a variety of First Holy Communion items
& cards. There are some really beautiful Easter Cards. If you would like us
to order something specific, please do not hesitate to ask Teresa Wallace or
one of her helpers, and we will endeavor to order your item for you. Please
support our Repository.

REQUEST FOR HELP FOR RED BOX PROJECT:  The Co-ordinator for
this community-based project  is  appealing to the local  community to please
make  product  donations  at  the  local  drop  off  points  –  Morrison’s  and
Superdrug on Loughton High Street and Boots on the Epping Forest Retail
Park. Other donation points are as listed on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Any cash donations can be made via Gofundme - The Red Box Project Epping
Forest.

As a not-for profit, community based initiative, the Project has to date,
been set-up, funded and run solely by the founder Coordinator with guidance
from The Red Box Project Headquarters. Barring the support of one local 17
year old who generously purchased,  independently stocked and placed a Red
Box in a local school, the financially set-up of 16 of the 17 boxes that have
been purchased and stocked with 30-40 products per box,  underwear,  wipes
and paper bags and then placed at 90% of our immediate educational settings,
has been done independently by one source. Schools in Waltham Abbey and
Epping are now being contacted and also requesting a Red Box. The overall
aim is to cover as many settings that request or accept a Red box by the time
schools  break  up  for  the  Summer  so  that  students,  who  are  affected,  can
maintain their attendance at school and have supplies to take home during the
school holidays if necessary.  

Being unable to independently maintain the pace that  the project  is
being  requested,  the  hope  is,  that  with  Community  support  to  be  able  to
purchase more boxes,  provide posters  and the other  essential  items that  go
inside, The Red Box Project Epping Forest, would like to continue to place and
re-stock  boxes  in  secondary,  primary  and  college  settings  until  Central
Government support actually commences -hopefully, in September 2019. If you
feel that you would like to help please direct all enquiries to: Yve Oronto-Vidal.
Red Box Project Epping Forest Coordinator. Tel: 07930130432

RCIA PROGRAMME 2019/2020  :   Our final formal session
took  place  last  Thursday.  Our  informal  session  wil  take
place  in  the  Prebuytery,  on  Tuesday  9th April  at  8.00pm.
This will  be an opportunity to assess the programme over
the past several  months.  I  commend to your prayers Bibi
Aghedo  our  Catechumen  this  year,  who  will  receive  the
Sacrametns of Confirmation & the Holy Eucharist. This is
always a truly wonderful time for the parish! and it has been a great honour
and privilege to have helped Bibi on her faith journey. I would like to also
thank Aidan Potter who has very ably helped me in Catechising and gving
some of the sessions throughout the programme. If anyone is intersting in
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the  RCIA  programme  commencing  in  September  please  see  Fr  John  or
phone Tel NO: 020 8508 3492 

FORMING INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES:
In a bid to keep you all up to date with this ongoing programme; it is about
preparing  for  the  future  of  the  Church  here  in  our  own  diocese  of
Brentwood, and at grass-roots level, here in our own parish.  The reality of
the situation is that there are fewer priests and with the age of the clergy
being top-heavy, within the next five years there will be a lot of retirements,
that doesn’t take into account sickness and deaths. As we completed the first
phase of the programme, our focus at present is on the more practical ways
in which parishioners can become more involved in the life of the Church.
New members may have new exciting ideas! Our next meeting will take place
on Monday 8  th   April 2019 at 8.00pm in the Parish Hall.     

The Parish   Evangelisation   Team   - (PET) meets monthly to:
1. Pray together;
2. Reflect on, and to discuss, opportunities to spread the Good News

among our own parishioners and the wider community;
3. Plan and organise a wide range of activities in our parish;
4. Help each other to develop our faith and our relationship with Jesus

Christ through words and actions.
We have sent an email to all those that signed up at the meetings. If you have
not received it, please email markpoulter70@hotmail.com for further details.
Everyone in the parish is invited to our next meeting on Monday 8  th   April  

Parish forest  walk on Sunday 28  th   April  :  An informal chance to  socialise
with  fellow parishioners.  Further  details  to  come nearer  the  time.  Bring
family and friends!
 
Car pool: We are aiming to form a list  of  volunteers  to provide lifts  for
people to our weekend Masses. Could you help? If you could volunteer or
would like more details, please contact Grainne 07402 907594, Emma 07790
767829 or Marjorie 07905 619566.

Bible  Study/Faith  sharing  group: Open  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the
Sacred Scriptures and in understanding them. The six-week programme will
meet on Wednesdays, beginning on 15th May. There will be three weeks Bible
Study & 3 weeks Faith sharing!

THANK  YOU to  the  team  of  parishioners  from  the  FID  group  who
organized the purchase  and distribution of  the  daffodils  last  weekend.  It

truly was wonderful to see our children distributing the daffodils and to see
the  wonderful  response  from  the  whole  parish
community. God Bless you!

Lilies at Easter 2019
Every year at Easter we remember 

our deceased loved one by decorating 

the Church with White Lilies.

If you would like to have a stem of lilies placed in 

the arrangements throughout the Easter Season, 

in memory of a deceased loved one, relatives or friends.

Please complete this form below and return to the 

Presbytery in an envelope by Maundy Thursday 18th 
April 2019.  Thank You!

…………………………………………………………………

St. Edmund of Canterbury: _________

Names: of those remembered: (Please print clearly)

………………………………        ………………………………

………………………………        ………………………………

………………………………        ………………………………

……………………………….        .……………………………..

Amount enclosed     £……………… Gift Aid No:……………..

From:……………………………………………………

ALL DONATIONS CAN BE GIFT AIDED
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Please Use Your Spare Gift Aid Envelopes


