
BAPTISMS IN THE PARISH: If you have a child due for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment  with  dates  contact  the  Presbytery  to  book
your date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact
Sharon Chalk, who will organise a Baptismal Preparation of
two  sessions,  and  then  I  will  come  and  visit  you  in  your
homes. Please don’t forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form. 

REQUIESCAT IN PACE: In your mercy please pray for the repose of the
soul of Anthony Rattigan RIP who passed away recently. We extend our
condolences  to  his  wife  Maureen  and  family  in  this  time  of  great  loss.
Requiem Mass will take place on Thursday 4th April at 12.15pm

ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROPOGATION OF THE FAITH COFFEE
MORNING: Will take place after the 11.00am Mass on Sunday 24th March
in  the  Parish  Hall.  For  those  parishioners  who  use  the  RED  MISSIO
BOXES, we will also be collecting in and emptying the red boxes. This is
the  Pope’s  personal  charity  and the  monies  collected  from all  over  the
world;  go  to  Mission  Countries  in  establishing  the  Catholic  Faith.  Fr.
Anthony Chantry MHM is the National Director of Missio, and he often
supplies here in our parish. Please be supportive of the Coffee Morning. 

EUCHARISTIC  MINISTERS  COURSE: I  would  like  to  thank  those
parishioners  who  have  kindly  accepted  to  become  new  Eucharistic
Ministers for the Parish. This Ministry is a wonderful Service that can be
shared with the whole parish community, and I’m truly grateful to all of
our Ministers who regularly assist at Holy Mass. The final practical session
will  take place on Wednesday 3  rd   April at 8.00pm in the Church.   Please
pray  for  our  new  Ministers  of  the  Eucharist  as  they  assume  this  new
ministry in the Church.

WEEKLY CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS: are available in the porch on the
weekend; there are also Periodical Magazines which are monthly.

IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is usually Fr. John’s Day Off. In
cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping –
Tel: 01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford
Green – Tel: 020 8504 1688.  This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a
few days break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact
number for Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.   

Dear Friends in Christ                 Third Sunday of Lent 2019

In  today’s  Gospel  Jesus  comments  on  two  hot  topics  of
discussion – two tragic incidents that had recently occurred. The first of
these concerned the killing of some Galileans while there were offering
sacrifice,  probably  in  the  Jerusalem  temple  at  Passover.  Pilate  was
notorious  for  his  brutal  attitude  towards  the  Jewish  people  and the
practice of their faith. The second incident was probably a construction
accident at the Siloam reservoir at Jerusalem, resulting in the death of
eighteen people.

Sadly,  then  as  now,  such  random  and  tragic  events  were
interpreted as divine retribution. People of a religious fundamentalist
persuasion often claim God’s judgement in a way that is cold, callous
and erroneous – be it the terrible outbreak of AIDs in the early 1980’s
or the attack on the World Trade Centre Towers in New York in 2011.
Terrible human tragedies are interpreted to suit people’s poor theology.

This all has its roots in the Old Testament. In the book of Job
for  example,  Eliphaz,  in  a  wonderful  spirit  or  self-righteous
condemnation, says to poor Job: ‘Consider now: Who, being innocent,
has ever perished? Where were the upright ever destroyed? As I have
observed, those who plough evil and those who sow trouble reap it. At
the breath of God they perish…’

Jesus  rejected  this  teaching  and sought to  correct  it.  On one
occasion, on encountering a blind man he was asked by his disciples,
‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?
But he immediately corrected this  heresy:  ‘It  was not  that  this  man
sinned,  or his  parents…’ Jesus taught that  good fortune or disaster,
blessing or curse, success or failure is no indication or our spiritual state
before  God  because  God  causes  the  sun  to  shine  on  all  of  us,  the
righteous and the unrighteous. Today isn’t the time to cast aspersions
or  to  accuse  or  make  assumptions  about  how  God  thinks  or  acts
because today is the time for repentance. God’s mercy and kindness
gives us time to repent and change, but one day we will be required to
give an account of our lives to the living God.
 

BRITISH SUMMERTIME BEGINS NEXT WEEKEND
CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR ON SUNDAY 31  st   MARCH  
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Dear Friends in Christ,

As we rapidly approach the half way point of our Lenten Journey,
once again it is time to review our spiritual progress! Have I been faithful
to  resolutions  that  I  made  on  Ash  Wednesday,  or  have  I  completely
abandoned them? Am I faithful to my daily prayer, or do I just let the day
pass without any thought of God or Jesus? Do I attend Weekly Mass – or
just go when I feel like it? Have I practiced the virtue of Charity – or do I
just think about my own needs? This little examination of conscience is
designed to help us focus our lives I during Lent, in essence, to keep us on
the straight  and narrow.  The Last  thing we would want is  to  journey
through Lent again this year and not let it have some spiritual impact on
our lives of faith. If we are truly serious about our relationship with Jesus
Christ, there’s no way we could ignore this Lenten Season. Now is the
time to really renew our commitment to Christ!

PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME: Your Weekly Offertory  contribution is
your  personal  gift  to  God.  It  is  given  as  an  act  of  thanksgiving  and
offering  to  the  Lord  in  gratitude  and  love  for  the  many  graces  and
blessings we receive from Him. But it also reflects the need to be able to
sustain our parish and all its buildings, to look after its maintenance, to
pay  the  ever  increasing  utilities  bills;  the  monthly  Diocesan Quota  of
£2,200.00;  to  pay  salaries  to  parish  staff;  property  insurance;  School
Annual  Quota;  all  remedial  work  around the  property  to  comply  with
health  and  safety  standards;  annual  inspection  and  servicing  of  all
boilers; recent plumbing problems. The litany can go on! I have tried to
the best of my ability to cut costs where possible, and as you have probably
noticed the Weekly income has dropped considerably!  I appeal to all of
our parishioners to use your Weekly Offertory Envelopes; if you forget
them, there are spares in the porch; all we need is your name or number. 

If, as yet, you do not belong to the parish Gift Aid Scheme, and are
a Tax Payer, this is a wonderful way, at the end of the financial year to
make a claim to receive 25 pence in the pound back from the Tax Man;
e.g. If you give £10 a week in your envelope, we are able to claim back an
additional £2.50. There are Gift Aid forms in the porch if you would like
to join the scheme. I would like to thank the whole parish community for
your  ongoing  and  supportive  maintenance  of  our  parish.  If  you  need
further information please contact Maria Mosquera on  07799 475970 or
mjm70@hotmail.com    God Bless You All,          

CONCERT AT ST.  EDMUND’S ON SATURDAY 6  th  
APRIL  AFTER  THE  EVENING  MASS: Starting  at
approximately 7.15pm. Mr Art Wangcharoensab, who is
in charge of music at St. John Fisher Primary School,
and  who  also  assists  at  Brentwood  Cathedral  with
tutoring, is giving a concert with Two Choirs from Brentwood Cathedral.
This  is  their  second performance  in  the  parish,  and  they  hope  to  travel
around the diocese in the future giving concerts. They will be singing various
pieces relating to our Lenten Season. The children’s Choir from St. John
Fisher School will also be singing some pieces.  I would like to encourage all
of our parishioners to attend, especially parents and children from St. John
Fisher School. If you’re at the 6.00pm Mass just stay on afterwards for the
concert. The concert will last approximately an hour.  All are very welcome!

SICK & HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS: If you would like me to make a
visit to those in hospital or those who are housebound, please contact me at
the presbytery.  Tel  No: 020 8508 3492   It  is  always good to know when
parishioners are going into hospital; I can then contact the Chaplains in the
various hospitals to arrange a visit and Holy Communion. This service is
available  for  all  hospitals.  Also  if  Sick  parishioners  would  like  Holy
Communion brought to their homes on a regular basis please speak to Fr.
John. This is one of the Corporal Works of Mercy. 

RCIA PROGRAMME: Will continue on Thursday 28th March
2019  at  8.00pm  in  the  Presbytery.  Theme:  The  Paschal
Mystery.  If you know of anyone who may be interested in the
Roman  Catholic  Faith,  please  contact  Fr.  John  at  the
Presbytery, Tel No: 020 8508 3492

EPPING FOREST FOODBANK DONATIONS: Thank
you to all parishioners who have donated items for the
Foodbank. Your donations are needed as much as ever
at the moment by people in our area who are struggling
to put food on the table. Basic staple items are always
welcome  including  the  unbranded  supermarket  basic
ranges  which  can  make  your  generous  donations  go

even further. In March they are in particular need of the following items:
jam,  UHT  milk,  powdered  milk,  instant  mash,  sponge  pudding,  tinned
tomatoes, instant noodles and women’s deodorant. Thank you! You can also
keep  up  to  date  with  the  Foodbank  via  their  Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/EppingForestFoodbank/ 

mailto:mjm70@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/EppingForestFoodbank/
tp://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjxjtiPze7bAhUBWBQKHXpoDlAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/choir-clipart-black-and-white&psig=AOvVaw0PPc60h9wz511AZSScVByS&ust=1530008782557964%00%E5%A1%B9%EF%92%81%E1%B4%BB%E4%A1%BF%E2%B2%AF%E5%B6%82%E8%97%84%E6%8C%A7%00%00%EA%AE%A5%00
tps://previews.123rf.com/images/aquir/aquir1704/aquir170405029/76141261-food-bank-round-grunge-black-stamp.jpg%00%E5%A1%B9%EF%92%81%E1%B4%BB%E4%A1%BF%E2%B2%AF%E5%B6%82%E8%97%84%E6%8C%A7%00%00%EA%AE%A5%00


THE HOLY LENTEN SEASON 2019
AN EXTRA MASS FOR LENTEN WEEKDAYS: As part of your Lenten
resolve, why not make an extra special to attend and additional Mass during
the week. There are many retired parishioners in our parish community; the
weekday masses last about half an hour, and it’s a wonderful routine to get
into. If you feel so inclined, why not try to make it every day during Lent!
SPIRITUAL READING: If you are unable to come to weekday Mass, why
not try some regular spiritual reading. We have a wonderful library full of
spiritual books; you’re very welcome to borrow any of the books, as long as
you return them.
HOLY HOUR: Why not make a Holy Hour before the Blessed Sacrament
during the Week. The Church is open from 7.00am in the morning until late.
Personal prayer is a wonderful way to deepen your relationship with the
Lord Jesus. There is also an additional Holy Hour and Exposition of the
Blessed  Sacrament  on  Fridays  during  Lent  from  10.45am  to  11.45am
followed by Stations of the Cross.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: The traditional devotion of the
Lenten  Season,  on  Friday’s  at  11.45am  and  Sunday
afternoons  at  5.00pm.  This  very  beautiful  and  moving
devotion  retraces  the  Lord’s  last  steps  on  his  journey  to
Calvary. Please make a very special effort to join us! 
THE HOLY ROSARY: This  ancient  prayer  has  been  a  great  source  of
inspiration to many of the Saints of God through the past eight centuries. It
may be an opportunity to explore the Rosary for the first time. Parents, why
not take the time to teach your children the various mysteries and how to
pray the rosary. Rosary prayed after Saturday Morning Mass each week.  

PARISH  GIFT  AID  ENVELOPES: As  we
approach  the  end  of  the  financial  Tax  Year,  I
would ask all parishioners who Gift Aid to kindly
collect  your new boxes from the porch of  the Church.  There are spare
application  forms  for  anyone  who  wants  to  join  the  scheme.  Once
completed Maria Mosquera will give you a box of GA envelopes, or if you
so  wish,  you  can  set  up  a  Standing  Order  with  the  bank,  there  is  an
additional form to complete for this giving instruction to the bank. If you
would like further detail about the Gift Aid Scheme please contact Maria -
on 07799 475970 or mjm70@hotmail.com or Fr John at the Presbytery Tel
No: 020 8508 3492  THERE ARE STILL A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER
OF BOXES UNCOLLECTED! Also Boxes  for  those  who contribute by
Standing  Order  –  please  take  the  small  boxes  with  your  envelopes  for
special collections. With ongoing thanks for your generosity!

BRENTWOOD CATHOLIC YOUTH SERVICE – ABBOTSWICK
Lent Retreat for young people; if you are school year 10-13 and would like
some peace and space to prepare for Holy Week, along with the joy of being
on retreat with our magnificent Walsingham House at Abbotswick Team,
then  join  us  for  the  Lenten  retreat  8pm  Tuesday  9th –  3pm  Thursday
11th April.  £35  includes  accommodation  and  meals.  Details  &  booking
at www.bcys.net/events

Sponsored sleep out; can you give one night of your life to change nights for
others next winter? Since November hundreds of people in Essex and East
London have  found warmth,  food and shelter  in  church halls  and  other
projects supported by our church. Could you get sponsors (anything from
£10 to £1000 – every penny helps) and sleep outside for one night to help
support  this  work  next  winter?  Sleep  out  Fri  12th-  Sat  13th April,  in  the
grounds  of  Walsingham  House  at  Abbotswick.  Full  details  at
www.bcys.net/events.

PARISH  REPOSITORY: We  have  a  considerable  amount  of  new  stock
purchased for the Parish Repository; statues, rosaries, children’s books on
the saints, colouring books, cards for every occasion, Deceased Mass Cards,
prayer cards & medals. There are a variety of First Holy Communion items
& cards,  Easter Cards.  If  you would like us  to order something specific,
please do not hesitate to ask Teresa Wallace or one of her helpers, and we
will endeavor to order your item for you. Please support our Repository.
 
NOTE  TO  EVERYONE  IN THE  CONTEMPORARY  MUSIC  GROUP:
Our next practice takes place on Monday, 1st April  (6.30pm musicians / 7pm
singers) to go over the hymns and music for the 11am Mass on Sunday, 7 th

April. It would be great if you could all come to the practice, even if it’s for a
little while. New singers are warmly invited to join us – simply come along
and you will be made very welcome. We also are planning to link with Susan
and our Parish choir during the Holy Week and Easter services 14 th to 21st
April and everyone is warmly invited to get involved. More details to follow.

JOURNEY OF FAITH: Dear friends as we approach the end of this year’s
RCIA programme, I’m looking for new people who may be interested in
learning about the Roman Catholic Faith, possibly with the view of receiving
the Easter Sacraments at Easter 2020. If any parishioners know of anyone
interested could you let them know about the programme! We always start
at the beginning of September.  If you would like to speak to me personally
just call the presbytery Tel No: 020 8508 3492.   Fr. John 
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FORMING INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES:
In a bid to keep you all up to date with this ongoing programme; it is about
preparing  for  the  future  of  the  Church  here  in  our  own  diocese  of
Brentwood, and at grass-roots level, here in our own parish.  The reality of
the situation is that there are fewer priests and with the age of the clergy
being top-heavy, within the next five years there will be a lot of retirements,
that doesn’t take into account sickness and deaths. As we completed the first
phase of the programme, our focus at present is on the more practical ways
in which parishioners can become more involved in the life of the Church.
New members may have new exciting ideas! Our next meeting will take place
on Monday 8  th   April 2019 at 8.00pm in the Parish Hall.     

The Parish   Evangelisation   Team   - (PET) meets monthly to:
1. Pray together;
2. Reflect on, and to discuss, opportunities to spread the Good News

among our own parishioners and the wider community;
3. Plan and organise a wide range of activities in our parish;
4. Help each other to develop our faith and our relationship with Jesus

Christ through words and actions.
We have sent an email to all those that signed up at the meetings. If you have
not received it, please email markpoulter70@hotmail.com for further details.
Everyone in the parish is invited to our next meeting on Monday 8  th   April  

Daffodils  /  Flowers  for  Mothering  Sunday: We  would  like  to  buy  some
daffodils  for  our  children  to  give  out  to  parishioners  on the  weekend of
Mother’s  Day (Sunday 31st March).  Would you be willing to sponsor the
daffodils? If so, please let Fr John know. We would also like to encourage
our teenagers to help the younger children distribute the daffodils / flowers
Teenagers  willing  to  help  should  speak  to  Kathryn  Poulter
kathrynpoulter@hotmail.com or Iain McLay. 
Parish forest  walk on Sunday 28  th   April  :  An informal chance to  socialise
with  fellow parishioners.  Further  details  to  come nearer  the  time.  Bring
family and friends! 
Car pool: We are aiming to form a list  of  volunteers  to provide lifts  for
people to our weekend Masses. Could you help? If you could volunteer or
would like more details, please contact Grainne 07402 907594, Emma 07790
767829 or Marjorie 07905 619566.
Bible study/faith sharing group: Open to all who are interested in the Sacred
Scriptures and in understanding them. The six-week programme will meet
on Wednesdays, beginning on 15th May. Everyone welcome!

Lilies at Easter 2019
Every year at Easter we remember 

our deceased loved one by decorating 

the Church with White Lilies.

If you would like to have a stem of lilies placed in 

the arrangements throughout the Easter Season, 

in memory of a deceased loved one, relatives or friends.

Please complete this form below and return to the 

Presbytery in an envelope by Maundy Thursday 18th 
April 2019.  Thank You!

…………………………………………………………………

St. Edmund of Canterbury: _________

Names: of those remembered: (Please print clearly)

………………………………        ………………………………

………………………………        ………………………………

………………………………        ………………………………

……………………………….        .……………………………..

Amount enclosed     £……………… Gift Aid No:……………..

From:……………………………………………………

ALL DONATIONS CAN BE GIFT AIDED
Please Use Your Spare Gift Aid Envelopes
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