
BAPTISMS  IN  THE  PARISH: If  you  have  a  child  due  for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment with dates contact the Presbytery to book your
date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact Sharon
Chalk,  who  will  organise  a  Baptismal  Preparation  of  two
sessions,  and then I  will  come and visit  you in your homes.  Please don’t
forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form. 

PARISH WEEKLY OFFERTORY: Could I ask all our parishioners who use
the Parish Gift Aid Scheme to kindly use their Gift Aid envelopes, without the
envelopes each week we are not able to claim the tax back at the end of the tax
year. If you forget your envelopes there are spare ones in the church porch,
just  write  your number or name on the  envelope.  A big  thank you to  all
parishioners who contribute for the upkeep of the parish on a weekly basis;
the parish is truly grateful for your ongoing support.  Once again I appeal to
the  whole  parish  community;  the  weekly  offertories  are  not  meeting  the
monthly outgoings – Please take this into consideration when you place your
envelope or offering in the basket on Sundays. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2018/2019: The next session
will take place on Sunday 3rd March at 10.00am in the Parish hall. The next
Parents’ Meeting will take place on Wednesday 27th February at 8.00pm in
the Parish Hall. (Please note change of date). Dr Paul Doherty OBE will be
the guest speaker. I do encourage all the parents of our First Communicants
to attend some of the Sunday sessions.

NOTE TO EVERYONE IN THE CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP: Our
next practice takes place on Monday, 25th February  (6.30pm musicians / 7pm
singers) to go over the hymns and music for the 11am Mass on Sunday, 3rd

March. It would be great if you could all come to the practice, even if it’s for a
little while! We look forward to seeing you there. New singers are warmly
invited to join us – simply come along and you will be made very welcome! 
LITURGY  COMMITTEE  MEETING:   Will  take  place  on  Monday  25th

February at 7.30 pm in the Parish Retreat. 

IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is  usually Fr.  John’s  Day Off.  In
cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping – Tel:
01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford Green –
Tel: 020 8504 1688.  This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a few days
break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact number for
Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.   

Dear Friends in Christ,     Seventh Sunday of the Year, Year C, 2019

Today's gospel reading is a continuation of the teaching that began
in last Sunday's gospel. We continue to hear Jesus' Sermon on the Plain.
Recall that in Luke's Gospel, this teaching is addressed to Jesus' disciples.
This is   contrast to the parallel found in Matthew's Gospel, the Sermon on
the Mount, in which Jesus' words are addressed to both the disciples and
to the crowds.

These  words  from  Jesus'  teaching  are  familiar  to  us.  They
constitute the crux and the challenge of what it means to be a disciple:
Love your enemies, turn the other cheek, give to those who ask, do unto
others, lend without expecting repayment, judge not lest you be judged. 

There  are  several  similarities  between
Luke's  and  Matthew's  report  of  Jesus'  great
teaching. Both begin with the Beatitudes. Matthew
includes nearly all the content that Luke does; the
Sermon  on  the  Mount  in  Matthew's  Gospel  is
longer  than  Luke's  Sermon on the  Plain.  There
are, however, differences in language and nuance. For example, Matthew
presents this portion of the teaching as a contrast between Jesus' teaching
and the teachings of the law and the prophets.  This is  in keeping with
Matthew's  concern to  address  his  predominantly  Jewish audience.  It  is
likely that Luke omits  this  contrast because it  was unnecessary for the
Gentile believers for whom Luke is writing.

Another  point  of  contrast  between  Matthew  and  Luke's
presentation is the terminology. In Luke, Jesus contrasts the behavior of
his followers with the behavior of “sinners.” In Matthew, Jesus contrasts
the  behavior  desired  with  the  behavior  of  tax  collectors  and  Gentiles.
Matthew  concludes  the  teaching  about  love  of  enemies  with  the
admonition  to  be  perfect  as  God  is  perfect;  Luke  concludes  by
emphasizing God's mercy. 

In both Gospels,  Jesus'  words challenge those who would follow
him to be more like God. God loves us beyond our expectations, beyond
anything we can possibly imagine. In response to God's love, we are to love
as God loves, beyond expectations and with a depth beyond imagining.
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Dear Friends in Christ,    7th Sunday of the Year

I would like to take this opportunity of sharing some important news
with you. Many of our parents already know that our Head teacher of St. John
Fisher Primary School, Mrs. Patricia Bryson will be leaving us at the end of
April 2019. We will be very sad to see her go, as over the past three years she has
contributed so much in leading her staff and the school to once again regain our
‘Good’ rating through Ofsted.  Mrs.  Bryson’s only daughter was gravely sick
over a year ago with cancer, and she has decided to relocate to Ireland where
her daughter is now living. We wish her every happiness and success in all of
her future endeavours. Family is everything!

In a bid to help the school, which certainly suffered financially during
the interregnum of appointing Mrs Bryson as Head back in 2017; in light of the
recent sale of the site of St. Thomas More site in Debden, in conjunction with
the permissions of the Trustees & Finance Board of the Diocese of Brentwood,
our parish has committed to help the school financially over the next five years,
by setting up a fund to give additional financial support & aid to the school in
the education of our children. Obviously this is a great commitment on behalf of
the parish, and I would be grateful if you could keep this in mind when making
your Weekly Offertory contribution. 

Our Catholic Primary School is a wonderful asset to our Parish, and
many  generations  of  children  have  gone  through  the  school  since  its
establishment by the Chigwell sisters in 1955. For all those who value Catholic
Education please be supportive of St. John Fisher School. Please also pray that
the Lord will send us a good New Head teacher to replace Mrs Bryson. 

May God Bless You All,       

A DAY OF FORMATION – working with and for our Youth  .    The Vicariate
for Evangelisation are organising a formation day with Fr Dominic Howarth. 
They  will  be  joining  us  on Saturday  9th March in  Hornchurch.  If  you  or
anyone else in your parish are either actively working with youth or you are
interested employing  a  youth  co-ordinator,  in  line  with  the  new  Diocesan
Vision, this day is for you.  The content of the day will help inform the plan
for your Parish Partnership, and it would be ideal if at least two parishioners
could attend. To sign up please use the Doodle link below or
email adeleangel@dioceseofbrentwood.org
https://doodle.com/poll/n9ptqbmggvhmbm7c 
Time: 10 am – 3 pm.  Please see the timetable below.
Location: English Martyrs, 240 Alma Ave, Hornchurch RM12 6BJ, UK

RCIA  PROGRAMME: Will  continue  on  Thursday  28th

February 2019 at 8.00pm in the Presbytery. Theme: Prayer –
Our communication with God.  Do we need to pray?  If  you
know of anyone who may be interested in the Roman Catholic
Faith, please contact Fr. John at the Presbytery Tel No: 020 8508 3492

EPPING FOREST FOODBANK DONATIONS: Your donations are needed
as much as  ever at  this  time of year so please do continue to support the
Foodbank in 2019 if you can. Basic staple items are always welcome including
the  unbranded  supermarket  basic  ranges  which  can  make  your  generous
donations go even further.  In February they are in particular need of the
following items: UHT milk, powdered milk, long-life fruit juice, instant mash,
sponge pudding, tinned spaghetti, small jars of coffee and toilet rolls. Thank
you! You can also keep up to date  with the Foodbank via their  Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/EppingForestFoodbank/

FULLY  ESCORTED  PILGRIMAGE  TO  KNOCK  SHRINE: Ireland,
27th May 2019.  £649.00 per person sharing.  Price includes flight with 10kg
hand luggage, all taxes, luxury transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with
full  Irish Breakfast  each morning and 4 Course Dinner each evening.   All
entertainment, excursions and guided tours included.  Wheelchair accessible
rooms in the hotel.  Limited single rooms at supplement of £100.  Groups and
Individual bookings welcome.   Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740
175557  or  email  knockpilgrimages@gmail.com .  Knock  Pilgrimages  is  a
member  of  the  Travel  Trust  Association  and  is  fully  protected  by  ATOL
T7613. 

BRENTWOOD  CATHOLIC  CHILDREN’S  SOCIETY  ANNIVERSARY
CONCERT: We are delighted to announce that the Northern Irish classical
singing trio ‘The Priests’ have agreed to hold the Anniversary Concert for us
on Saturday 15th June 2019 at the Brentwood Cathedral at 7.30pm. Early Bird
tickets are available now at a special price of £15 plus booking fee until 1 st

March after which all tickets will be £20 plus fee. All tickets can be purchased
directly  through  Evenbright  www.evenbright.co.uk  Look  for  the  Priests
under  Even,  or  click  the  link  on  our  website  www.bccs.org.uk  Our  35th

Anniversary/Anniversary Events.  We expect this to be a sell-out event and
would urge you to book early in order to avoid disappointment

PARISH REPOSITORY: There is a wonderful selection of religious goods,
statues, Mass cards for all occasions, rosaries, medals, children’s books. Many
of these can be given as gifts. There are a number of new CTS booklets on
sale, plus some beautiful colouring books!  Please check out the Repository!
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IRREGULAR MARRIAGES: An irregular marriage, is one
that takes place outside the Catholic Church, e.g. in a hotel,
on a beach, in a Register Office,  in a Non-Catholic Church
without dispensation. These are non-Sacramental Marriages.
Every Roman Catholic is bound by Canonical Law, by virtue
of  Baptism.  Any  marriage  which  takes  place  outside  the

official requirement of the Church is not recognised in the eyes of the faith.
Fortunately, the Roman Catholic Church has a provision whereby this can be
rectified,  it  is  called  a  Convalidation. The  necessary  paperwork has  to  be
completed, and a brief discussion with the priest, who will explain that the
exchange of ‘Consent’ establishes the ‘Bond of Marriage’. A Convalidation is
not just a renewal of a Civil Ceremony, or marriage outside the Church, but
the actual moment of New Consent!  This is a private and confidential service
that the Roman Catholic Church offers to anyone who approaches us. If you
would like to know more details, please don’t hesitate to contact Fr. John who
will be very happy to explain the whole process to you. Tel No: 020 8508 3492. 

PARISH ALTAR SOCIETY: Has existed in this parish for
nearly 70 years!  We are always in need of new members
for the parish Altar Society. They have done such sterling
work through the years,  and I’m truly grateful  to all  the  members  for
keeping our church in such a beautiful condition. If you are able to give an
hour or so once a month, please see Sharon Fitzmaurice, Fr John or any
member of the Altar Society. Thank you!

QUIZ  NIGHT  FOR  CHARITY: 1st March,  doors  open  7:15  for  a  7:30
start. £5 per head, please bring your own drink and nibbles, tables of between
8-10 people. Organised by Laura King-Segal contact details are 07956181898.
There is a raffle, and games in-between. The quiz is to raise money for the
Outward bound trust  whom Laura will  be running the London marathon
for.  Laura’s  justgiving  page  if  anyone  would  like  to  sponsor  her  is: 
Www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Laura-king-segal1 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  PLAYGROUP: Parents,  Grandparents,  Carers,
members of the parish. We are in urgent need of more volunteers to help at
our Parent & Toddler group which meets every Thursday morning term-time
9.45am – 11.30am in the Church Hall. This is a really lovely friendly group
which is invaluable to the young children of our parish.   If you can help in
any way please get in touch. We appreciate that volunteers cannot be there
every week. You can pop into the Parish Hall one Thursday to register or
e.mail Andy on andrew.godsave@ntlworld.com

ASH WEDNESDAY: The Holy Lenten Season is only
about ten days away. This will be our opportunity to
really enter into the spirit  of  the Penitential  Season.
Whatever resolutions we make should be done in faith.
I  certainly  would  encourage  some  form  of  Fasting,
Prayer  &  Charity  –  the  three  major  disciplines  of
Lent. Ash Wednesday & Good Friday are Days of Fasting and Abstinence –
meaning that we don’t eat meat, and cut back on our daily intake of food and
drink. For Roman Catholics our discipline is not to eat meat on Friday’s. I
would most definitely encourage the attendance of an additional Mass during
the  week,  praying  the  daily  rosary,  Reading  the  Bible  daily,  saying  grace
before and after meals, practicing works of charity – helping with Food Bank
contributions, CAFOD Collection, visiting an aged neighbour, perhaps doing
their shopping. As the Scriptures will tell us on Ash Wednesday:  ‘The Lord
who sees all that is done in secret will reward you!’
There will be four Masses on Ash Wednesday with the distribution of Ashes at
all of them. 9.00am, 12.15pm & 8.00pm at St Edmund’s and 10.00am at St.
John Fisher School, to which parishioners are warmly welcome and invited. 

JOURNEY OF FAITH: Do you know of anyone who may
be interested in learning about the Roman Catholic Faith,
possibly with the view of receiving the Easter Sacraments
of  Baptism,  Confirmation & the Holy Eucharist? Every
year we run the Rite of Christian Initiation Programme

(RCIA), for interested persons, commencing in September. It’s always good to
have a number of enquirers each year. Could you spread the word, and let
people know about this programme of instruction.  

PARISH  GIFT  AID  SCHEME: Dear  Fellow
Parishioners - I will  be distributing the 2019/2020
Gift Aid boxes after each mass on 9th / 10th, 16th / 17th

March.  Please do collect your boxes during one of
these  times.  I  will  leave  any  boxes  that  remain
uncollected inside one of the hymn book trolleys for you to collect at your
leisure.  This  is  a  good  opportunity  for  those  of  you  who  have  been
considering joining the Gift Aid scheme to complete an application form –
standing order is also an option. (Application Forms are always available in
the Church Porch) I will be on hand to answer any questions you may have
during these distribution days. In the meantime, do feel free to contact me on
07799 475 970 or mjm70@hotmail.com.  Many thanks / Maria 
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FORMING INTENTIONAL DISCIPLES UPDATE: FEBRUARY/MARCH

Thank you to the many parishioners who came to our meeting in February. A
number of people also took the trouble to send their apologies that they were
unable to attend this time. We hope to see you next time! There is a lot of
goodwill  and  positive  energy  to  build  our  parish  community  and  actively
welcome new members as well as those who may have lapsed from their faith.
We should like to encourage all of you to help and take part in the following
initiatives:

Daffodils for Mothering Sunday: We would like to buy some daffodils for our
children to give out to parishioners on the weekend of Mother’s Day (Sunday
31st March). Would you be willing to sponsor the daffodils? If so, please let Fr
John  know.  We  would  also  like  to  encourage  our  teenagers  to  help  the
younger children distribute the daffodils.  Teenagers  willing to help should
speak to Kathryn Poulter kathrynpoulter@hotmail.com or Iain McLay. 

Parish forest walk on Sunday 28  th   April  : An informal chance to socialise with
fellow parishioners. Further details to come nearer the time. Bring family and
friends! 

Car pool: We are aiming to form a list of volunteers to provide lifts for people
to our weekend Masses. Could you help? If you could volunteer or would like
more details, please contact Grainne 07402 907594, Emma 07790 767829 or
Marjorie 07905 619566.

Bible study/faith sharing group: Open to all who are interested in the Sacred
Scriptures and in understanding them. The six-week programme will meet on
Wednesdays, beginning on 15th May. Everyone welcome!

Moving forward with our Parish Evangelisation Team!
Following the popular and fruitful Forming Intentional Disciples programme
in the autumn, we now have a Parish Evangelisation Team (PET) that meets
monthly to:

1. Pray together;
2. Reflect  on,  and to  discuss,  opportunities  to  spread the  Good News

among our own parishioners and the wider community;
3. Plan and organise a wide range of activities in our parish;
4. Help each other to develop our faith and our relationship with Jesus

Christ through words and actions.

We have sent an email to all those that signed up at the meetings. If you have
not received it, please email markpoulter70@hotmail.com for further details.
Everyone in the parish is invited to our next meeting on Monday 11  th   March  
(8pm) in St Edmund’s parish hall.   If you are willing to help in any way,
please do come along. It does not matter if you have not attended before, you
will be assured of a warm welcome. Meetings last just one hour. Thank you to
everyone  in  the  parish  for  your  ongoing  support  and  prayers.  We  look
forward to seeing you there!

BECOMING  INTENTIONAL: I  really  would  like  to  encourage  every
parishioner to become involved with this initiative! Obviously the survival of
the Church is holily dependent upon the support given by the faithful people
of God. Your weekly presence is crucial in helping the Church continue to
assist in the building up of God’s kingdom in this little pocket of the Lord’s
vineyard. Your time, talent and treasure are your gifts to God – and always
enrich  every  celebration.  Never  reach  the  point  of  feeling  it’s  not  really
important if I’m there or not! You are a valued and treasured part of the
‘family of God’! 
 

In an age that is far less conscious of the sacred and holy; even more
reason for us to not lose sight of the spiritual in our own lives!  Our Weekly
attendance  at  Holy  Mass,  praying  daily,  reading  the  scriptures,  spiritual
reading, praying the rosary, attending a Holy Hour, attending an additional
Mass during the week, practicing the works of mercy, going to Confession;
these are just some of the ways that we can deepen our faith.  Ask yourself the
important question: - Do I have time for God and Christ? One hour a week, or
a few moments in prayer every day, is this too much to ask for?! 

There has always been so much good will here in the parish. Recently
your response to the young homeless man Robert was absolutely staggering;
even he was completely overwhelmed by your kindness and generosity. We
can certainly respond in a very tangible way to the homeless, the foodbank, to
those in need, CAFOD etc. We also need to translate that in spiritual terms to
our response to Become Intentional Disciples. It’s true, as St. Paul tells us, that
faith should always be accompanied by good works; faith in action! But also
returning to the ‘Well-spring’ of faith, Jesus Christ, is equally important!  

As  the  Holy  Season  of  Lent  rapidly  approaches,  I  would  ask  all
parishioners to think seriously about your Intentions during Lent.  Perhaps
you can ask the Lord to help to deepen your faith during this holy time to
become even more Intentional in your Discipleship.
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