
BAPTISMS  IN  THE  PARISH: If  you  have  a  child  due  for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment with dates contact the Presbytery to book your
date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact Sharon
Chalk,  who  will  organise  a  Baptismal  Preparation  of  two
sessions,  and then I  will  come and visit  you in your homes.  Please don’t
forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form. 

PARISH WEEKLY OFFERTORY: Could I ask all our parishioners who use
the Parish Gift Aid Scheme to kindly use their Gift Aid envelopes, without the
envelopes each week we are not able to claim the tax back at the end of the tax
year. If you forget your envelopes there are spare ones in the church porch,
just  write  your number or name on the  envelope.  A big  thank you to  all
parishioners who contribute for the upkeep of the parish on a weekly basis;
the parish is  truly grateful  for your ongoing support  of  the parish.   Once
again I appeal to the whole parish community; the weekly offertories are not
meeting the monthly outgoings – Please take this into consideration when you
place your envelope or offering in the basket on Sundays. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2018/2019: The next session
will take place on Sunday 10th February at 10.00am in the Parish hall. The
next Parents’ Meeting will take place on Wednesday 27th February at 8.00pm
in the Parish Hall. (Please note change of date). Dr Paul Doherty OBE will be
the guest speaker. I do encourage all the parents of our First Communicants
to attend some of the Sunday sessions. 
REQUIESCAT IN PACE: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Maureen
Barker,  who  passed  away  recently.  Her  requiem Mass  will  take  place  on
Wednesday  20th February  at  12.15pm  at  St.  Edmund’s.  We  extend  our
condolences to her family in this time of great loss.

PARISH REPOSITORY: There is a wonderful selection of religious goods,
statues, Mass cards for all occasions, rosaries, medals, children’s books. Many
of these can be given as gifts. There are a number of new CTS booklets on sale
Please check out the Respository!

IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is  usually Fr.  John’s  Day Off.  In
cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping – Tel:
01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford Green –
Tel: 020 8504 1688.  This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a few days
break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact number for
Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.   

Dear Friends in Christ,         Sixth Sunday of the Year, Year C, 2019

Today's gospel reading is the beginning of what is often called the
Sermon on the Plain. We find a parallel to this passage in Matthew 5:1-7,11
that is often called the Sermon on the Mount. As these titles suggest, there
are  differences  and  similarities  between  these  gospel  readings.  As  Luke
introduces the location of  Jesus'  teaching,  Jesus teaches on level  ground,
alongside the disciples and the crowd. Luke presents Jesus' authority in a
different light. He is God among us.  

Another distinction found in Luke's version is the
audience.  Luke's  Sermon  on  the  Plain  is  addressed  to
Jesus'  disciples,  although in  the  presence  of  the  crowd;
Matthew's  Sermon  on  the  Mount  is  addressed  to  the
crowd. In keeping with this style, the Beatitudes in Luke's
Gospel  sound  more  personal  than  those  in  Matthew's
Gospel—Luke  uses  the  article  “you”  whereas  Matthew
uses  “they”  or  “those.”  There  is  also  a  difference  in
number:  Matthew  describes  eight  beatitudes;  Luke
presents just four, each of which has a parallel warning.

The form of the Beatitudes found in Luke's and Matthew's Gospel is
not unique to Jesus. Beatitudes are found in the Old Testament, such as in
the Psalms and in Wisdom literature. They are a way to teach about who
will  find  favour with  God.  The  word  blessed in  this  context  might  be
translated as “happy,” “fortunate,” or “favoured.”

As we listen to this Gospel, the Beatitudes jar our sensibilities. Those
who are poor, hungry, weeping, or persecuted are called blessed. This is,
indeed, a Gospel of reversals. Those often thought to have been forgotten by
God  are  called  blessed.  In  the  list  of  “woes,”  those  whom  we  might
ordinarily describe as blessed by God are warned about their peril. Riches,
possessions, laughter, reputation . . . these are not things that we can depend
upon as sources of eternal happiness. They not only fail to deliver on their
promise; our misplaced trust in them will lead to our demise. The ultimate
peril is in misidentifying the source of our eternal happiness. 

The Beatitudes are often described as  a framework for Christian
living. Our vocation as Christians is not to be first in this world, but rather
to be first in the eyes of God. We are challenged to examine our present
situation in the context of our ultimate horizon, the Kingdom of God.

http://www.usccb.org/nab/bible/matthew/matthew5.htm
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/the-beatitudes.htm
tps://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://bloggerpriest.files.wordpress.com/2012/01/baby-clipart-1.jpg?w%3D279%26h%3D300&imgrefurl=http://bloggerpriest.com/2012/01/&docid=IjAYVIk415xlwM&tbnid=Yio8bHb9mNqxYM:&w=279&h=312&ei=TSY9U5uoJ8qs0QWH34HQCg&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c%00%E5%A1%B9%EF%92%81%E1%B4%BB%E4%A1%BF%E2%B2%AF%E5%B6%82%E8%97%84%E6%8C%A7%00%00%EA%AE%A5%00
tps://fineartamerica.com/featured/beatitudes-cross-leigh-eldred.html%00%E5%A1%B9%EF%92%81%E1%B4%BB%E4%A1%BF%E2%B2%AF%E5%B6%82%E8%97%84%E6%8C%A7%00%00%EA%AE%A5%00


Dear Friends in Christ,     5th Sunday of the Year

FORMING  INTENTIONAL  DISCIPLES  UPDATE: Once  again,  a  very  big
thank you to all  those parishioners who turned up for our FID meeting last
Monday evening! There was a good turnout, with several parishioners sending
apologies. The second phase in this programme is concentrating on the more
practical  aspects  of  evangelisation and how they can be implemented in our
parish. One of the suggestions was to have a Bible Study/Faith Sharing group.
This  will  be  open to all  who are interested in the  Sacred Scriptures  and in
understanding them, also at the same time exploring the Doctrinal developments
from Scripture, which have become part of the Deposit of Faith in the Roman
Catholic Religion. This programme will commence after the RCIA programme
concludes this  year.  Meetings -  15th,  22nd 29th May,  12th 19th 26th June 2019.
Depending on how we get on, we will extend the programme if parishioners so
wish.  

There will  also be other  initiatives  offered over  these next  months.  I
encourage all  of  our parishioners to make an extra special  effort  to become
more engaged and involved. Knowledge and participation in the life of faith is
both enriching and encouraging to the whole community. 

Our  next  Forming  Intentional  Disciples  Meeting  will  take  place  on
Monday  11th March  at  8.00pm in  the  Parish  Hall.  Even  if  you  have  never
attended any of these meetings before, please know that you’ll always be most
welcome. To have an Intention to become more committed to the faith is the
basis of true Discipleship; sometimes it not enough to just stay on the fringes or
periphery,  but  once  engaged our  commitment  has  to  sincere  and  consistent.
There is so much richness in our Roman Catholic Faith, and we want everyone
to be a part of that, and to share in it!

As Lent approaches and people start thinking about different things that
they  can  take  on,  or  sacrifices  that  they  can  make,  I  encourage  all  of  our
parishioners  to  seriously  consider  attending an extra  mass during the  week,
praying the rosary on a daily basis, popping into the Church for private prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament, setting aside a few minutes each day to read the
Bible, and your own personal prayers at home. Parents, if you could do some of
these things with your children, this would be wonderful! Morning and Evening
Prayers,  grace  before  and  after  meals.  At  a  very  practical  and  social  level,
helping with the provisions for the Food Bank; keeping an eye on an elderly
neighbour (perhaps offering to do shopping for them); being serious about our
Friday Fasting.  There are many other  suggestions,  which I’m sure you can
think of. This is truly a wonderful opportunity to engage practically in the life of
faith, ‘Doing something beautiful for God’ and for his Son Jesus Christ.

May God Bless You All,

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – NEW DATE: Monday 18th February at
8.00pm in the parish Retreat. As most PC members were unable to attend the
last meeting, I would ask all parish council members to kindly make every
effort possible to attend this meeting, as there are some very important issues
to discuss. Thank you! 

RCIA  PROGRAMME: Will  continue  on  Thursday  21st

February  2019  at  8.00pm  in  the  Presbytery.  Theme:  Mary
Mother of Mod – Mother of the Church.   If you know of anyone
who  may  be  interested  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Faith,  please
contact Fr. John at the Presbytery Tel No: 020 8508 3492
 
EPPING FOREST FOODBANK DONATIONS: Your donations are needed
as much as  ever at  this  time of year so please do continue to support the
Foodbank in 2019 if you can. Basic staple items are always welcome including
the  unbranded  supermarket  basic  ranges  which  can  make  your  generous
donations go even further.  In February they are in particular need of the
following items: UHT milk, powdered milk, long-life fruit juice, instant mash,
sponge pudding, tinned spaghetti, small jars of coffee and toilet rolls. Thank
you! You can also keep up to date  with the Foodbank via their  Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/EppingForestFoodbank/

FULLY  ESCORTED  PILGRIMAGE  TO  KNOCK  SHRINE: Ireland,
27th May 2019.  £649.00 per person sharing.  Price includes flight with 10kg
hand luggage, all taxes, luxury transfers, 4 nights’ in Knock House Hotel with
full  Irish Breakfast  each morning and 4 Course Dinner each evening.   All
entertainment, excursions and guided tours included.  Wheelchair accessible
rooms in the hotel.  Limited single rooms at supplement of £100.  Groups and
Individual bookings welcome.   Contact Patricia on 01268 762 278 or 07740
175557  or  email  knockpilgrimages@gmail.com .  Knock  Pilgrimages  is  a
member  of  the  Travel  Trust  Association  and  is  fully  protected  by  ATOL
T7613. 

NOTE TO EVERYONE IN THE CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP: Our
next practice takes place on Monday, 25th February  (6.30pm musicians / 7pm
singers) to go over the hymns and music for the 11am Mass on Sunday, 3rd

March. It would be great if you could all come to the practice, even if it’s for a
little while! We look forward to seeing you there. New singers are warmly
invited to join us – simply come along and you will be made very welcome! 
LITURGY  COMMITTEE  MEETING:   Will  take  place  on  Monday  25th

February at 7.30 pm in the Parish Retreat. 

javascript:handleMailto('mailto:patricia@gotrouvaille.com');return%20false;
http://www.facebook.com/EppingForestFoodbank/


BRENTWOOD  CATHOLIC  CHILDREN’S  SOCIETY  ANNIVERSARY
CONCERT: We  are  delighted  to  announce  that  the  Northern Irish  classical
singing trio ‘The Priests’ have agreed to hold the Anniversary Concert for us on
Saturday  15th June  2019 at  the  Brentwood  Cathedral  at  7.30pm.  Early  Bird
tickets  are  available  now at  a  special  price  of  £15 plus  booking fee  until  1st

March after which all tickets will be £20 plus fee. All tickets can be purchased
directly through Evenbright  www.evenbright.co.uk  Look for the Priests under
Even,  or  click  the  link  on  our  website  www.bccs.org.uk  Our  35th

Anniversary/Anniversary Events. We expect this to be a sell-out event and would
urge you to book early in order to avoid disappointment

http://www.bccs.org.uk/
http://www.evenbright.co.uk/

