BAPTISMS IN THE PARISH: If you have a child due for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment with dates contact the Presbytery to book
your date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact
Sharon Chalk, who will organise a Baptismal Preparation of
two sessions, and then I will come and visit you in your
homes. Please don’t forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form.
FAITH SHARING PROGRAMME: Will cease during the
summer holidays. If parishioners are interested in starting up
again in September, please speak to Fr. John. We have had
some really lively and interesting discussions.
NOTE TO EVERYONE IN THE CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP: Our
next practice takes place on Monday, 30th July (6.30pm musicians / 7pm
singers) to go over the hymns and music for the 11am Mass on Sunday, 5 th
August. Please make every effort to come to the practice. We really do want to
look at some new music we’ve only touched on before and we need as many of
you as possible there to make the practice worthwhile. Thank you.
IS GOD CALLING YOU TO BE A PRIEST:
There is a monthly Vocations Group to help
those who would like to find out more about a
possible vocation to the Priesthood! There will be
a talk, a time of prayer and some food. The next three sessions will be held at
St. Edmund of Canterbury, 9 Traps Hill, Loughton, Essex. IG10 1SZ 7.00pm
on Tuesday 7th August; 7.00pm on Tuesday 4th September. If you would like
to join us or to find out more please get in touch with Fr. Mark Swires:
07843 758961 or vocprom@dioceseofbrentwood.org
ORDINATION TO THE DIACONATE: Please pray for the Rev Mr Gary
Dench, who was ordained a transitional Deacon last Thursday at Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish Wanstead. Deacon Gary will be serving as a Deacon at the
Catholic parish in Colchester until his Priestly Ordination.
IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is usually Fr. John’s Day Off. In
cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping –
Tel: 01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford
Green – Tel: 020 8504 1688. This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a
few days break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact
number for Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Sixteenth Sunday of the Year 2018

‘Come away by yourselves to a lonely place, and rest for a while’
‘Grant me most dear and loving Jesus, to rest in you
above created things; above health and beauty; above all
glory and honour; above all power and dignity; above all
knowledge and skill; above all praise and fame; above all
sweetness and consolation; above all hope and promise;
above all merit and desire; above all gifts and favours
that you can bestow and shower upon us; above all joy and jubilation that
the mind can conceive and know; above angels and archangels and all the
hosts of heaven; above all things visible and invisible; and above
everything that is not yourself, O my God.’
O Lord my God, you transcend all things; you alone care most
high, most mighty, most sufficient and complete, most sweet and
comforting. You alone are most full of beauty and glory, in whom all good
things in their perfection exist, both now and ever have been, ever will be.
All, therefore, is too small and unsatisfying that you can give me beside
yourself or that you can reveal and promise me of yourself unless I can see
and fully possess you. For my heart cannot rest nor be wholly content
until it rests in you, rising above all your gifts and creatures.’
‘O Lord Jesus Christ, spouse of the soul, lover of purity and
Lord of creation, who will give me wings of perfect liberty,
that I may fly to you and be at rest? When shall I be set free,
and taste your sweetness, O Lord my God? When shall I
become recollected in you, that for love of you I may no
longer be conscious of myself? But of you alone in a manner not known to
all men, and above all perception and measure…?
‘Come to me, Lord, come, for without you no day or hour is happy;
without you my table is without its guest, for you alone are my joy. Sadness
is my lot, and I am like a man imprisoned and loaded with chains, until you
refresh me with the light of your presence, and show me your face as my
friend. Let others seek whom they will besides you, but nothing ever can or
will give me joy but yourself alone, my God, my hope and my eternal
salvation.’ (Thomas a Kempis, The Imitation of Christ)

Dear Friends in Christ,

14th Sunday of the Year

This weekend I would like to take the opportunity of wishing our
seminarian for the past month, a fond farewell. It has been a great pleasure
having Matthew with us, and I hope and pray that he has also benefitted
from his time here in England. I have asked him to share with you a few
reflections at the homily today. In September he will commence his
preaching practice back at the North American College, so having shared
several reflections during the past month; this will put him in good stead for
the beginning of homiletics. Matthew will be flying to Amalfi on Monday 23 rd
July for a brief holiday, and then returns to Rome to assist with the
orientation of the new Students arriving from the United States. Please do
keep Matthew in your prayers as he continues his formation for the
Priesthood; in fact, pray for all seminarians for the priesthood.
THANK YOU: To all those parishioners who
attended the important meeting last Monday in the
whole process of Stewards of the Gospel and
Forming Intentional Disciples. We have most
definitely decided to embark upon this programme of Evangelisation,
continuing to spread the Gospel in this little pocket of the Lord’s vineyard
here in Loughton; helping people to come to a closer and deeper relationship
with Jesus Christ. We will be reaching out to those who have lapsed from the
practice of the faith; also to those who know nothing of Christ. This was
same mandate that Jesus gave to the Apostles before the Ascension. This will
be a great challenge, but with Gods help and grace, let us move forward!
May I recommend the Book Forming Intentional Disciples, by Sherry
Weddell to all of our parishioners! This can be obtained from Amazon
Books. We will be following this programme commencing in September
REQUIESCANT IN PACE: Please pray for the repose of the soul of Alan
West, who died recently. Alan was a long-time member of St. Edmund’s parish
and was received into the Church back in 1952 His Requiem Mass on Monday
23rd July at 12.15pm at St. Edmund’s; followed by Cremation at Forest Park.
Also, Mary Cocklin, who passed away recently. Mary was also a long-time
member of the parish, whose family still attends St. Edmund’s. Her Requiem
Mass will take place Wednesday 1st August at 12.15pm. We extend our
condolences to both families in this time of great loss.

May God Bless You All
Summer Lourdes 2018 – the “virtual pilgrimage.” From Tuesday 24th to
Saturday 29th July the Brentwood Catholic Youth Service (BCYS) will
present short online videos allowing you to catch the flavour of the Diocesan
pilgrimage, led by Bishop Alan. The homily from each Mass, interviews with
pilgrims from all ages, and clips to help you pray and reflect will all be
available. To find the links, go to www.bcys.net or find BCYS on Twitter,
Facebook or Instagram. You can also watch “Lourdes TV” to see Mass at
the Grotto (Tuesday 24th, 7.30am UK time); the Torchlight procession
(Tuesday 24th, 8.00pm) and the Blessed Sacrament Procession (Wednesday
25th, 4.00pm) as well as Tour de France, starting from Lourdes (Friday 27 th,
8am – 11am). The link is www.lourdes-france.org/en/tv-lourdes one of our
own young people Rachel Poulter will be on the Pilgrimage; you may be able
to see Rachel on the various videos.
OUTSTANDING SPONSORSHIP MONEY: From the recent Organ
Marathon, for a new Stair lift to be installed leading to the Organ Loft.
Members of the Choir will be available after all masses this weekend to collect
in any outstanding monies. Thank You.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2018/19: Will commence with
a Parents’ Meeting on Wednesday 12th September at 8.00pm in the Parish
Hall. Children’s first session will be on Sunday 16 th September at 10,00am
followed by their formal presentation at the 11.00am Mass
PARISH WEEKLY OFFERTORY: At present the
Weekly income is not meeting the weekly outgoing.
The recent notice in the Newsletter does not appear to
have made any difference to the Weekly Offertory.
Please do consider your weekly offering to God and
the Church, if you’re in a position to increase it, this
would be gratefully received. Also during the summer holidays, please try to
keep your Weekly Offertory Envelopes up to date. As you all know utilities
are set to rise over the summer. We also have to have the Organ repaired
during August, as there is a major problem with the instrument; it’s
functioning on the ‘wing and a prayer’ at present! If it wasn’t for the Gift Aid
returned tax, we would certainly be running at a deficit!
RCIA PROGRAMME: Always commences at the beginning of September. If
you know of anyone who may be interested in the programme this year please

refer them to Fr. John 020 8508 3492; it’s always wonderful to have a good
number. As yet I have had only one enquiry so far! Please spread the word!
SUMMER HOLIDAYS: As our schools have just broken up, I would like to
take this opportunity of wishing all our families a good summer. I hope you
will be able to get away for some rest and relaxation. But wherever you may
go please remember we take the Lord with us as Catholic Christians. I always
feel that it’s a wonderful opportunity to explore the Catholic Church in other
countries, and to see the richness of traditions and the beauty of their
churches. Our obligation to attend Sunday does not cease even though we’re
on holidays.

may be in the position of giving more. As Cardinal Hume used to say, an
hour’s salary was not an unreasonable offering. If we think of some of the
luxuries we purchase, a bottle of wine, a packet of cigarettes, a meal out,
Weekly Gym membership, and season tickets to sports venues. Perhaps a
good benchmark would be that suggested by our Parish Accountant, that if
everyone gave the price of a cup of coffee that you would purchase on the
High Street, this would certainly enhance the Weekly Offering. Of course the
‘widow’s mite’ is always welcomed.
You are all aware of the ongoing costs of maintaining your own
homes; and the bills keep coming in! This year we had a severe winter. As you
know I’ve always tried to keep all our buildings warm, for example, some
months the Gas Bill was between eight and nine hundred pounds a month.
Utilities are extremely expensive. Capitation to the Diocese of Brentwood is
£2,200 per month. Monthly salaries are approximately £1,300. Fr. John’s
Salary is £675.00 per quarter. These are just some of the regular bills.

ST. EDMUND’S PARISH FINANCES
The reality of late is that our monthly income is not meeting our
monthly outgoing. There has been a considerable drop in the weekly
offertory! I have been consciously aware of this for a long time now, and I try
not to burden you with this.
When the St. Thomas More Church was still open we had an
additional income from the Presbytery, and also a Playgroup that was quite
successful for a number of years. Manifestly, with the closing of the St.
Thomas More site and everything moving to St. Edmund’s, there has been a
loss of revenue, somewhere in the region of £25,000 per year. Coupled with
diminishing offertories, this is most certainly taking its toll on our parish
Finances. I am very consciously aware of every parishioner’s financial
situation; there are so many demands on all of us today, mortgage, home
maintenance, cars, family expenses, and the list can go on and on!
The survival of any parish is holily dependent on the generosity of the
faithful People of God. You are those people! Your weekly contribution
sustains the life of the parish. Your offering reflects your thanksgiving to the
Lord no matter how great or small it may be. There are always some who

I appeal to your incredible generosity, and your sense of belonging to
this parish. Your Gift Aiding is so important, and the use of weekly GA
envelopes really does assist and help with the annual claim that we make to
the Inland Revenue. PLEASE USE YOUR ENVELOPES!
COLLECTION OF SPONSORSHIP MONIES FOR NEW
STAIR-LIFT: As you know the music director Sue Farrow
completed a sponsored marathon playing the organ for
twelve hours to raise funds for the much-needed stairlift to
the choir loft. Many parishioners have already paid their
sponsorship monies, and so far approximately £4,000.00 has
been raised. Members of the Choir will continue to be outside the Church this
weekend to collect in the outstanding sponsorship and donations over the next
two or three weeks. If you are unable to make the donation outside the
Church, please contact John Johnson on 020 8508 4167 who will arrange to
collect it. Please also note that Lester Haslam, a choir member, is raising
funds by the carrying out of a fantastic car cleaning and valeting service for
just £35 per car. You can contact him directly on 020 8505 7793. Grateful
thanks to everyone who has sponsored or donated towards this project. If
there are any parishioners who would like to make a one-off donation please
make cheques payable to St. Edmund of Canterbury RC Church.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2018/2019:
The programme will commence on Wednesday 12 th
September at 8.00pm in the Parish Hall with

the Parents’ Meeting. The children’s first session will take place on Sunday
16th September at 10.00am in the Parish hall; this will be followed by the
children being presented formally by their parents as candidates for the
sacraments of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist at the 11.00am Mass.
Please keep all the children and the families in your prayers as they prepare
for the Sacramental Programme.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: Every September we
begin a new RCIA (Journey of Faith) Programme, for those who may be
interested in learning more about the Roman Catholic Faith, possibly with the
view of receiving the Easter Sacraments. This is a systematic Programme of
Instruction in the Roman Catholic Faith, covering aspects of Catholicism:
Scripture, Theology, Liturgy, Mary, Catholic practices & Tradition, Church
History, Prayer & Devotions. If there is anyone interested, or you know of
anyone who might be interested, could you ask them to get in touch with Fr.
John, Tel No: 0208 508 3492. Thank you!
PARISH NEWSLETTER: There will only be a one-page Newsletter over the
summer holidays commencing the weekend 28 th/29th July. Please always take
your newsletter home with you and keep it on your Notice Boards.
CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OUTREACH: As part
of the Evangelisation Programme we are adopting;
outreach to those who no longer attend the Church is
fundamental to the whole concept of Proclaiming the
Gospel message to everyone. People leave the practice
of the faith for all sorts of different reasons, but I
would like to think that people are still members of
the Christian family, unless they have made a formal rejection of the
Christian faith. The sixty-four thousand dollar question is how do we reach
these people again, and encourage them to return to the practice of the faith.
To help them see that the life of faith is truly enriching and really worthwhile
is the greatest challenge of all. It would have to be said that there are many
contributing factors as to why people leave the practice of faith: - Secularism
in this present age; pier group pressure; materialism; apathy & indifference.
We live in an age and society that often finds it hard to commit to anything,
and religion and the practice of faith is no exception! But to explore the
Roman Catholic faith, and to learn and know more and more about its
foundations in the person of Jesus Christ, will give the individual a truly
deeper foundation to build upon. The Basis of Catholicism is to know Jesus
Christ, and this is also at the heart of all Evangelisation.

I would like to encourage every single member of our
Parish Community to truly embrace the work of
Evangelisation. We are all heralds of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, and when we share our faith, even in a
small way, we bear witness to Christ. We can be like
St. John the Baptist pointing the way to Jesus. Be
strong and courageous in faith; have the courage of
conviction that you have something worthwhile to offer others through your
own lives of faith. We all have members of our own families, and people that
we know who no longer practice their faith on a regular basis; please have the
courage to invite them to return to the faith. Take an extra Newsletter on a
weekly basis; pop it through their letterboxes, at least through this there is
some contact being made. Try to make personal invitation to lapsed family
members and friends to accompany you to mass one Sunday. Please pray for
all of our lapsed and estranged parishioners, ask the Lord to touch their
hearts and bring them home.
BOOKING MASSES: Has been a custom in the Catholic
Church for many centuries. Parishioners can book masses in
advance for any occasion. Most commonly we remember our
deceased loved ones on anniversaries etc. But masses can been
booked for Special Intentions, those who have recently died,
Birthdays, Anniversaries, when someone is sick, wedding
anniversaries, and many other occasions. If you wish to book a mass there
are plenty of openings available in the Mass Book Calendar. Just complete
the Mass Intention envelope in the porch of the church and enclose you mass
offering. For anniversary masses, could I recommend that you put your
Intention in several months in advance to avoid any disappointment with a
date already taken.
NEW ALTAR SERVERS: I would like to extend an invitation
to any of the boys and girls who recently made their First Holy
Communion, to consider becoming an Altar Server at St.
Edmund’s. This is a truly wonderful opportunity for our young
ones to get involved with the life of faith and give great service
to God and the Church. I was an Altar Server right up until I
was Ordained to the Priesthood. As you can see we have a
number of Senior Servers who have served for ten years and over who have
received their Silver St. Stephen’s Medal. Parents, can I alert your children to
this invitation. We will train the children at the altar. Our Parish MC’s David

Knott and Robert Hatt give instruction to the children. If you are an Altar
Server, you are expected to be present at weekly mass!
PARISH CHOIR: We are always looking for new members to join the choir.
You will have heard a lot of the new repertoire over the past several weeks. If
you enjoy singing and music, please make contact with Sue Farrow our music
director, you will be more than welcome to join the choir. There are
rehearsals twice a week, Wednesday evening at 7:00pm and Saturday
morning at 10:30am.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY LITURGY: As some of our Catechists
have stepped down from the Rota, I have been asked to make a
request for some new Children’s Sunday Liturgy Catechists.
There are many parents whose children regularly attend the
Sunday Liturgy at the 11.00am mass. You will be taught how to
conduct the session by those who’ve been Catechists for a long
time. You will only be asked to lead the session approximately once every six
months. This is truly a wonderful way to serve God and the whole community
of faith. If you’re interested please contact Claire on 07876710251.

you of your questions, answered by Mark Anthony. It really is a powerful
resource in understanding your Roman Catholic Faith
LOUGHTON PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME: Many thanks to all the
parishioners who have collected their new Gift Aid Envelopes. The New
Financial Year commences this weekend. Would those who have, as yet, not
picked up their new envelopes kindly do so as so as possible? The use of the
GA envelopes is extremely important; we are not allowed to claim any tax
back if the envelopes are not used. There are always spare envelopes in the
porch of the Church.
If you do not belong to the Parish Gift Aid Scheme, and someone in the family
pays Income Tax then please consider joining. It is very simple in that we only
require you to complete the GA From with your name and address and Brian
Carter will do the rest. Please think seriously about joining the scheme!
We are able to claim back 25pence in the pound for every pound you donate
in your envelopes. E.g. if you give £10 per week, we receive an additional
£2.50 per week. This certainly mounts up over the financial year.
Brian Carter – Parish Gift Aid Organiser, Tel No: 020 8508 4086
PARISH GIFT AID ORGANISER: I am very pleased to advise parishioners
that as Brian Carter has now retired we have a new Gift Aid Organiser,
Maria Mosquera. It may be a little while to hand over details to Maria as the
files have to be updated and confirmed agreement with the Gift Aid Office.
Brian will support Maria for as long and necessary, particularly at the end of
the Financial Year. Further details will appear in the Parish Newsletter as
soon as the takeover has taken place. In the meantime please give Maria the
full support that you have given to Brian over the years. Once again sincere
gratitude and thanks to Brian for being the Gift Aid organiser both here and
in the parish in Chingford for 40 years.
ADOREMUS The Latin word for ‘Let us adore’, is the theme of the National
Eucharistic Pilgrimage in Liverpool this September (7 th – 9th). There is a
beautifully produced Book on the Eucharist at £5.00 available in the Porch
Repository. This is a wonderful publication exploring all aspects of the Holy
Eucharist. Please think of investing in one of them. Thank you!
May God Bless You All,
CONFIRMANDI: I would like to encourage our recent Confirmandi to
become more involved in the life of the Church. You may feel you have
something to offer to God and the Church; please don’t be shy to come
forward. I hope you have had an opportunity to read the little book be gave

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS –
GDPR: You have probably been receiving a great deal of
information in relation to the GDPR which came into
force on Friday 25th May. To preserve the confidentiality
& privacy of all documentation held at the parish, e.g.

Baptism, Marriage, Confirmation, Death Registers etc. Please be assured that
all of these registers are held in fire-proof safes, both in the Church and the
Presbytery. All Census Forms are held in a fire-proof filing cupboard. With
the new regulations we now need to build privacy into all personal data. Any
data that is out of date or obsolete will be destroyed through shredding. To
seek information about someone in the parish or registers held at the parish
will become a lot more difficult. The only information that can now be given is
directly to the individual who desires a Baptismal, Confirmation or Marriage
Certificate. For example, solicitors will have to ask their clients to apply
personally for a copy of a Marriage Certificate. With regard to the Parish
Gift Aid Scheme – the only person who has access to this data is the Gift Aid
Organiser; the Parish Priest does not have access. All of those involved in this
work have been advised on the confidential nature of this information. No
personal information will be given over the telephone – written requests only!
This is the first stage of information on GDPR. If you have any queries please
don’t hesitate to ask Fr. John for more details.

MISSIO RED BOXES: Thank you to all those who responded to the Missio
appeal. If you missed the chance to take a box there are a couple of spare
boxes in the porch of the church. EXISTING BOX MEMBERS: Please bring
your box to mass on the second week in June 9 th/10th June, when they will be
emptied. If you have a box and no longer wish to use it please return it that
weekend. Thank you!
PREPARING FOR THE REDEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS THE
DOWRY OF MARY: The Bishops of England & Wales have agreed to
rededicate England as the Dowry of Mary. This will take place on the 25 th
March 2020. In preparation for this great event there will be a two-year
spiritual preparation during which the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham
will be taken to every cathedral in England for a three-day triduum of prayer.
This is being done under the banner of the Guild of Our Lady of Ransom, in
partnership with the Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham,
and with the support of Youth 2000. It is hoped that local evangelisation
teams will also help with other catholic organisations.

Each triduum will begin on a Thursday evening, all day Friday,
Friday evening with a possible 'night fever' style adoration event, and
conclude on Saturday with mass around midday.
Resources will be made available by the National Shrine for all
cathedrals and it is hoped these will filter to the catholic parishes throughout
the country. This will help bring to fulfilment the prophecy spoken by Pope
Leo XIII in 1887, "When England returns to Walsingham, Our Lady will
return to England".
We pray for a rapid return of Our Lady to her Dowry.
The Slipper Chapel Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham will visit every
English Catholic Cathedral between 2018 – 2020. Brentwood Cathedral of St.
Mary & St. Helen, Ingrave Road, Brentwood, Essex. CM15 8AT. 19 th – 21st
July 2018. www.dowrytour.org.uk

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: Monday 2nd July
2018. 8:00pm in the Parish Retreat. This is an
extremely important meeting. I would ask that all
members of the Parish Pastoral Council please be
present. But I would also like to extend the invitation
to anyone in the parish who is interested in learning
more about Evangelisation. Realistically, the survival of the Roman Catholic
Church in this country is rooted very much in the various methods of
Evangelisation that we employ in our parishes. This is a really serious time
in the Church, and I would encourage as many parishioners as possible to
attend. I have managed to get Mr Mark Lambert to come and speak about
the Evangelisation Initiative of ‘Forming Intentional Disciples’. Hopefully
this will dove-tail into our Stewards of the Gospel Initiative. Reaching out to
our lapsed Catholics and also to be welcoming to new members in the

Church. At present we’re running a Faith Sharing Programme; and in
September we will begin our Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults once
again. Evangelisation is at the heart of all parish life, preaching the Gospel
message of Jesus Christ is fundamental to our commitment in faith. In truth,
many people are leaving the practice of their faith; the reasons are many
and varied, but anything that can help us understand why we are at Mass
each Sunday and why we’re Roman Catholics, can only be a good thing!
Hopefully these two new initiatives will help us!
RETURNING TO THE PRACTICE OF THE FAITH: From the first
moment Jesus gave his command to the Apostles to, ‘Go out to the whole world
and proclaim the Good News’, the faithful people of God have responded! It is
an invitation freely given by Jesus Christ. The Catholic Church, on her part
has tried to the best of her ability to encourage and support all the faithful in
their Journey of Faith. Sometimes along that journey people can lose their
way, often taking other paths. But, they are still part of the family, and we
really do miss them when they’re not with us. We pray for them, and I truly
believe that Jesus is constantly searching out our brothers and sisters. We can
also help in this mission; if you know of anyone, it may be a family member,
or a neighbour or friend, who no longer actively participates with the
worshipping community, have the courage to invite them to accompany you to
one of our weekend masses. Obviously, there are so many other distractions
out in the world today that it’s so easy to be distracted with regards
commitment in faith; but the fact is that Jesus Christ came into our world to
show us the way to God, and he doesn’t want to lose anyone along the way
that leads to him. Sometimes, when people have been away from the practice
of the faith, they often feel nervous and embarrassed about coming home.
There will always be a Big Welcome! This is real Evangelisation, because it
really can enable and help all of us recognise the importance of what it means
to be a member of God’s Family of Faith. Have Courage!
“You probably don't see that much of me but I'm the one who makes a loud
noise from above and behind you! My part in the liturgy requires me to be up
in the organ loft; along with 21 dedicated choir members who rehearse twice
a week to be the best they can possibly be to enhance our Sunday liturgy.
Their generosity of spirit in allowing me to nag and cajole them into achieving
new things stuns me every single week.
But something's not right. We are actually a choir of 22, but one of our
members cannot access the organ loft. That member attends a rehearsal in
our hall every week but when it comes to doing our job in the loft, they are
effectively excluded. With others also who find the stairs quite difficult these

days. This feels wrong to all of us and, with Fr John's support, we've decided
to do something about it.
We're going to buy a Stairlift!
We've already raised a small proportion of the funds we need but we have a
long way to go. So, on 28th & 30th June I will be doing a 12-hour sponsored
musical marathon to raise the rest. (Commencing at 10.30am on both days). If
you’d like to come along and listen during the marathon, you’d be most
welcome!) The choir has promised faithfully to prop me up with flasks of
(very!) strong coffee but we need your help too. SPONSORSHIP IS STILL
AVAILABLE. Are you willing to take one and ask your family, friends,
colleagues (and anyone else you can think of!) to help us achieve our goal? It
would mean so much to us to have ALL our members together in the loft, and
we'd be sincerely grateful for your help. Special Donations will always be
very welcome. Please support us! Please use Gift Aid envelopes also!”
Thank you. Sue

