
BAPTISMS IN THE PARISH: If you have a child due for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment  with  dates  contact  the  Presbytery  to  book
your date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact
Sharon Chalk, who will organise a Baptismal Preparation of
two  sessions,  and  then  I  will  come  and  visit  you  in  your
homes. Please don’t forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form. 

FAITH SHARING PROGRAMME: Wednesday 4th July at
8.00pm in the Parish Retreat. Theme: What is a Vocation
to the Priesthood? Fr. John and our Seminarian Matthew
will talk about the call to the Priesthood 

ST  EDMUND’S  PARISH  HALL: Is  available  for  hire  for  children’s
parties  etc.  If  you’re  interested in hiring,  please contact Mrs Antonella
Thorpe via the presbytery Tel No: 0208 508 3492.

BOOKING MASSES: Has been a custom in the Catholic Church for many
centuries. Parishioners can book masses in advance for any occasion. Most
commonly we remember our deceased loved ones on anniversaries etc. But
masses can been booked for Special Intentions, those who have recently died,
Birthdays, Anniversaries, when someone is sick, wedding anniversaries, and
many  other  occasions.  If  you  wish  to  book  a  mass  there  are  plenty  of
openings  available  in  the  Mass  Book  Calendar.  Just  complete  the  Mass
Intention envelope in the porch of the church and enclose you mass offering.
For anniversary masses, could I recommend that you put your Intention in
several months in advance to avoid any disappointment with a date already
taken.   

ST.  PATRICK’S  CEMETARY: Leytonstone.  Mass  for  the
deceased will take place on Monday 9th July at 11.30am. There
are  many  parishioners  who  have  deceased  relatives  and
friends  buried  at  St.  Patrick’s.  Please  come  and  join  us  to
celebrate this mass for your deceased loved ones.

IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is usually Fr. John’s Day Off. In
cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping –
Tel: 01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford
Green – Tel: 020 8504 1688.  This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a
few days break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact
number for Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.   

Dear Friends in Christ,    Thirteenth Sunday of the Year 2018

Sickness,  tragedy and death are unwelcome,
sobering  realties.  They  make  us  feel  vulnerable,
needy and often desperate. They can also overwhelm,
crush and even break us. This was the experience of
Jairus,  the  ruler  of  the  Capernaum  synagogue.
Indeed, so desperate was he that he fell as if in prayer
at Jesus’ feet. As John Bunyan once said: ‘The best
prayers have often more groans that words.’

The same homage was given by the woman who was suffering from
a bleeding disorder – some mind of haemophilia, we can presume. She was
satisfied with merely touching the hem of Jesus’ garment: ‘If I just touch
his clothes, I will be healed.’ Her faith is remarkable. Sickness bring us
into the harsh reality of human existence: we understand our limitations,
we come into contact with our own frailty and we sense our own mortality.
The  Catechism of the Catholic Church  says,  ‘Every illness can make us
glimpse death. 

Sickness also creates its own special temptations. On the one hand,
we can be inclined to give into anguish,  self-loathing,  despair and even
rebellion against God. On the other, suffering can make us more mature
and patient both with ourselves and others It can also refine and focus our
search for God and be the cause of a deeper turning back to God and the
gospel. In Salvifici doloris Pope St. John Paul II said that ‘each person in a
special  fashion becomes the way for  the Church when suffering enters
their lives.’ (para 3).

God has a preferential love for the sick. They are, if
you like, his VIP’s. Jesus identified himself with the sick
when  he  said,  ‘I  was  sick  and  you  visited  me’  (Matt.
25:36).  Through  his  passion  and  death  he  made  their
suffering his own. In the sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick, Jesus continues to touch us in order to heal us. This
anointing is not just for those on their death-bed but for everyone whose
health  is  seriously  impaired  by  sickness  and  old  age.  Don’t  be  shy  or
reluctant in seeking this blessing: throw youselves on your knees, touch the
hem of Jesus’ garment and receive the sacrament of healing.  
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Dear Friends in Christ,              12th Sunday of the Year

Our  second  Seminarian  this  summer,  Matthew
Duclos,  arrived  last  Monday.  We  welcome  him.  This  is
Matthew’s first visit to England, and he will be with us for one
month leaving on Monday 23rd July. Matthew is a classmate of
Michael who was here for the past couple of weeks and they
are in the same year of formation at the Pontifical North American College.
Please extend your warm hospitality to Matthew. As he will be here for a
month, if there are any parishioners who will be making day trips to local
places of interest, I’m sure Matthew would be only too happy to explore our
country. Also, if you wish to invite him to your homes, please feel free to do
so! I want him to have a good pastoral experience that he can remember
with great fondness.

THE FUTURE OF OUR PARISH:
A  key  focus  of  our  Stewards  of
the  Gospel  work  over  the  past
two  years  has  been  the
importance of attracting people to
our  faith  community.  Mass
attendance has been falling and we aim to reverse that and want to
retain  parishioners,  especially  our  young  people.  Many  of  you
contribute  much  to  our  parish  through  your  time,  talents  and
financial support. Many of you have also given great support to our
Stewards of the Gospel consultation group and other meetings. We
value all you have done so far. Now we are ready to take the next step
in our journey to grow our parish family and ensure we are best-
placed to  meet  the  challenges of  the  future.  Are you interested in
finding out more? Could you give some time to help?  If so, please
come along to our parish meeting on Monday July 2  nd   (8pm) in the
parish  hall. Our  guest  speaker  Mark  Lambert  (parishioner  at  Our
Lady  of  Lourdes  parish  Leigh-on-Sea)  will  tell  us  about  practical
ways we might move forward together with God. Just as importantly,
utilising  the  Forming  Intentional  Disciples  initiative;  please  bring
your family and friends along with you too. For more information,
please speak to Fr John, Maureen Perry or Mark Poulter (Stewards of
the Gospel). 

May God Bless You All, 
PREPARING FOR THE REDEDICATION OF ENGLAND
AS THE DOWRY OF MARY: The Slipper Chapel Statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham will visit every English Catholic
Cathedral between 2018 – 2020.  Brentwood Cathedral of St.
Mary & St. Helen, Ingrave Road, Brentwood, Essex. CM15
8AT.  19th – 21st July 2018.  www.dowrytour.org.uk Try to
make a special visit to Brentwood Cathedral while the statue
is there! The title ‘Dowry of Mary’ goes back to Edward the
Confessor (1042 – 1066). There can be no doubt whatsoever
of  the  true  and  deep  devotion  to  Our  Lady  in  Medieval
England. 

NEW ALTAR SERVERS: I would like to extend an invitation
to any of the boys and girls who recently made their First Holy
Communion,  to  consider  becoming  an  Altar  Server  at  St.
Edmund’s.  This is a truly wonderful opportunity for our young
ones to get involved with the life of faith and give great service
to God and the Church. I was an Altar Server right up until I
was  Ordained  to  the  Priesthood.  As  you  can  see  we  have  a

number of Senior Servers who have served for ten years and over who have
received their Silver St. Stephen’s Medal. Parents, can I alert your children to
this invitation. We will train the children at the altar. Our Parish MC’s David
Knott and Robert Hatt give instruction to the children.  If you are an Altar
Server, you are expected to be present at weekly mass!  

CONCERT AT ST. EDMUND’S ON SATURDAY
14  TH   JULY  AFTER  THE  EVENING  MASS:
Staring  at  approximately  7.15pm.  Mr  Art
Wangcharoensab, who is in charge of music at St.
John Fisher Primary School, and who also assists at
Brentwood  Cathedral  with  tutoring,  is  giving  a
concert with his newly formed youth choir from the Cathedral. This will be
their first performance in a parish, and they hope to travel around the diocese
in the future giving concerts. There are twelve teenage voices and they will
sing a mixture of contemporary pieces and also a little bit of classical.  I would
like  to encourage  all  of  our  parishioners  to attend,  especially  parents  and
children from St. John Fisher School. If you’re at the 6.00pm just stay on
afterwards for the concert. The concert will last approximately three- 
quarters of an hour.  All are very welcome!
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ST. EDMUND’S PARISH FINANCES
The  reality  of  late  is  that  our  monthly  income  is  not  meeting  our

monthly  outgoing.  There  has  been  a  considerable  drop  in  the  weekly
offertory! I have been consciously aware of this for a long time now, and I try
not to burden you with this. 

When  the  St.  Thomas  More  Church  was  still  open  we  had  an
additional income from the Presbytery, and also a Playgroup that was quite
successful  for  a  number  of  years.  Manifestly,  with  the  closing  of  the  St.
Thomas More site and everything moving to St. Edmund’s, there has been a
loss of revenue, somewhere in the region of £25,000 per year. Coupled with
diminishing  offertories,  this  is  most  certainly  taking  its  toll  on  our  parish
Finances.  I  am  very  consciously  aware  of  every  parishioner’s  financial
situation;  there are so many demands  on all  of  us  today,  mortgage,  home
maintenance, cars, family expenses, and the list can go on and on!

The survival of any parish is holily dependent on the generosity of the
faithful  People  of  God.  You  are  those  people!  Your  weekly  contribution
sustains the life of the parish. Your offering reflects your thanksgiving to the
Lord no matter how great or small it may be. There are always some who
may be in the position of giving more.  As Cardinal  Hume used to say, an
hour’s salary was not an unreasonable offering. If we think of some of the
luxuries  we purchase,  a  bottle  of  wine,  a  packet  of  cigarettes,  a  meal  out,
Weekly  Gym membership,  and season tickets  to  sports  venues.  Perhaps  a
good benchmark would be that suggested by our Parish Accountant, that if
everyone gave the price of a cup of coffee that you would purchase on the
High Street, this would certainly enhance the Weekly Offering. Of course the
‘widow’s mite’ is always welcomed. 

You  are  all  aware  of  the  ongoing  costs  of  maintaining  your  own
homes; and the bills keep coming in! This year we had a severe winter. As you
know I’ve always tried to keep all  our buildings warm, for example,  some
months the Gas Bill was between eight and nine hundred pounds a month.
Utilities are extremely expensive.  Capitation to the Diocese of Brentwood is
£2,200 per month.  Monthly  salaries  are approximately  £1,300.   Fr.  John’s
Salary is £675.00 per quarter. These are just some of the regular bills. 

I appeal to your incredible generosity, and your sense of belonging to
this  parish.  Your  Gift  Aiding  is  so  important,  and  the  use  of  weekly  GA

envelopes really does assist and help with the annual claim that we make to
the Inland Revenue. PLEASE USE YOUR ENVELOPES!  
A personal request from Sue Farrow, our Director of Music:
On behalf  of  the  Parish  I  would  like  to  sincerely  thank  our
Music Director Sue Farrow, for her twelve hour marathon this
week at St. Edmund’s; it was no mean task to play during the
hot weather; and thankfully many of the choir members kept
her supplied with good strong coffee and cold drinks.
Sue was playing the Organ as part of the sponsorship campaign and fund-
raising for a new ‘Stair-lift’ to the Organ Loft. There are some parishioners
who find climbing the stairs quite difficult, and this is not only a wonderful
initiative for the present, but will be very beneficial for the future also. The
Cost of the Stair-lift is approximately £5,500.00
On behalf of Sue and the parish I would like to thank all those parishioners
who have so generously donated ‘One-Off’ gifts towards the project, and also
to  all  those  who  sponsored  Sue  during  her  twelve  hours  of  playing.  This
weekend we will be collecting in your Sponsorship monies. Members of the
choir will be available at the end of all the masses to assist in this.  It’s still not
too late to make a donation towards the Stair-lift,  if  you so wish!   If  you
belong  to  the  Parish  Gift  Aid  Scheme,  you  can  also  use  your  ‘Spare
Envelopes’ in your boxes. 

FIRST  HOLY  COMMUNION  PROGRAMME  2018/2019:
My sincere and grateful thanks to all the parents who came to
see me over the past couple of weeks. The programme will
commence  on Wednesday 12th September  at  8.00pm in the
Parish Hall  with the Parents’  Meeting.  The children’s first
session will take place on Sunday 16th September at 10.00am
in  the  Parish  hall;  this  will  be  followed  by  the  children  being  presented
formally by their parents as candidates for the sacraments of Reconciliation
and the Holy Eucharist at the 11.00am Mass. Please keep all the children and
the families in your prayers as they prepare for the Sacramental Programme.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: Every
September  we  begin  a  new  RCIA  (Journey  of  Faith)
Programme,  for  those  who  may  be  interested  in  learning
more about the Roman Catholic Faith, possibly with the view

of  receiving  the  Easter  Sacraments.  This  is  a  systematic  Programme  of
Instruction in the Roman Catholic  Faith,  covering aspects  of  Catholicism:
Scripture, Theology, Liturgy, Mary, Catholic practices & Tradition, Church
History, Prayer & Devotions.  If there is anyone interested, or you know of

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiMrvPCwrnbAhWKOxQKHXj8ChkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://thenounproject.com/term/stairlift/&psig=AOvVaw2kzGzz3REgdjUch4tHJeTp&ust=1528184870271799
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/249949848045553078/&psig=AOvVaw0gcKnLMj07f3hBarl3gJ5r&ust=1529394994003321
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjNv5ugufraAhXEOBQKHbJzAHEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://worldartsme.com/catholic-rcia-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw2oUOoWrOXwD1zK3QIQo_RT&ust=1526017747681330


anyone who might be interested, could you ask them to get in touch with Fr.
John, Tel No: 0208 508 3492.  Thank you! 
IS  GOD  CALLING  YOU  TO  BE  A  PRIEST:
There  is  a  monthly  Vocations  Group  to  help
those who would like to find out more about a
possible vocation to the Priesthood! There will be
a talk, a time of prayer and some food. The next three sessions will be held at
St. Edmund of Canterbury, 9 Traps Hill, Loughton, Essex. IG10 1SZ  7pm
on Tuesday 3rd July;  7.00pm on Tuesday 7th August; 7.00pm on Tuesday 4th

September. If you would like to join us or to find out more please get in
touch  with  Fr.  Mark  Swires:  07843  758961  or
vocprom@dioceseofbrentwood.org 

ATTENDING AN ADDITIONAL WEEKDAY MASS: Could I encourage all
of our parishioners to seriously think about attending an additional weekday
mass. There are many retirees in our parish, and to attend an additional mass
Monday  through  Friday  would  certainly  enhance  our  spiritual  lives.  The
Mass is the great ‘Thanksgiving’ that we make to God in Christ Jesus. It gives
us the opportunity to receive Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist other than just
on a Sunday. It’s a wonderful habit to get into!  

PASSIONATE ABOUT CHALLENGING INJUSTICE? Working  with the
poor,  vulnerable  or  marginalised? The  newly  forming Caritas  Diocese  of
Brentwood would like your wisdom, your views, and your experience, as we
shape the vision for the future. Come to the Brentwood Ursuline School on
Saturday 7th July, 10.30am-3.00pm, to be part of a conversation with other
like-minded people from across the Diocese. This is a gathering for all ages –
16  to  106  –  and  we  encourage  you  to  come  with  someone  of  a  different
generation  to  yourself,  to  help  build  the  future!  More  details
from frdominic@dioceseofbrentwood.org or stevenwebb@dioceseofbrentwoo
d.org

FORTY  HOURS  OF  EUCHARISTIC  ADORATION:
Commencing with Holy Mass at 8:00pm on Thursday 5th July –
until  Saturday 7th July concluding with Solemn Benediction at
5:00pm. Please put these dates in your diary. Each year we have
the Forty Hours of Eucharistic Adoration; it is a moment of real
grace and blessing to our parish. Please sign up if you wish to
sponsor  a  Candle  in  remembrance  of  a  deceased  loved  one

during the Forty Hours. Our intention, once again, is to pray for an increase
of Vocations to the Priesthood in the Diocese.

PLEASE COME & JOIN US FOR MASS AT 8.00pm Thursday 5  th   July
THE ‘FORTY HOURS’ AT ST. EDMUND’S

5  th   – 7  th   July 2018
Sponsorship of Candles in remembrance 

of deceased loved ones. 

Each candle costs £5 (this can be gift-aided) and will
burn throughout the ‘Forty Hours’ of Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament.  This is a wonderful way to
remember  deceased  loved  ones.  The  whole
Community is encouraged to come and pray for the
Intentions of our Parish & Vocations to the Priesthood. 

Names of those remembered:        (Please print clearly)

…………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….............

................

……………………………………………………………………………

For  the  ordering  of  Candles  let  us  have  your  names  fairly

quickly.

Amount enclosed: £……………………Gift Aid No:………..

From: …………………………………………………......

Holy Mass will be offered on Thursday 5th July at 8:00pm for the
Intentions of the Parish and all our deceased loved ones. Please
make a very special effort to come along as we begin our ‘Forty
Hours’ of Prayer.
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PLEASE SIGN UP FOR ADORATION ON THE LISTS 
AVAILABLE IN THE PORCH OF ST EDMUND’S



MASS  INTENTIONS: Anyone  can  make  a  request  for  a  Mass  to  be
celebrated in the Parish. Of late there have been very few requests, and once
again, the time limit has been reduced so that your request will probably be
processed fairly quickly. If you would like a mass for a deceased loved ones
or anniversaries; masses for birthdays & special occasions; for someone who
is sick, etc Just complete envelope and drop off at the Presbytery. 

CONFIRMANDI: I  would  like  to  encourage  our  recent  Confirmandi  to
become  more  involved in the life  of  the Church.  You may feel  you have
something to offer  to God and the Church;  please don’t  be shy to come
forward. I hope you have had an opportunity to read the little book be gave
you of your questions, answered by Mark Anthony. It really is a powerful
resource in understanding your Roman Catholic Faith

LOUGHTON  PARISH  GIFT  AID  SCHEME: Many  thanks  to  all  the
parishioners  who  have  collected  their  new  Gift  Aid  Envelopes.  The  New
Financial Year commences this weekend. Would those who have, as yet, not
picked up their new envelopes kindly do so as so as possible? The use of the
GA envelopes is extremely important; we are not allowed to claim any tax
back if the envelopes are not used.  There are always spare envelopes in the
porch of the Church. 
If you do not belong to the Parish Gift Aid Scheme, and someone in the family
pays Income Tax then please consider joining. It is very simple in that we only
require you to complete the GA From with your name and address and Brian
Carter will do the rest. Please think seriously about joining the scheme!
We are able to claim back 25pence in the pound for every pound you donate
in your envelopes.  E.g.  if  you give £10 per week, we receive an additional
£2.50 per week. This certainly mounts up over the financial year. 
Brian Carter – Parish Gift Aid Organiser, Tel No: 020 8508 4086 

PARISH GIFT AID ORGANISER: I am very pleased to advise parishioners
that  as  Brian Carter has  now retired we have a  new Gift  Aid Organiser,
Maria Mosquera. It may be a little while to hand over details to Maria as the
files have to be updated and confirmed agreement with the Gift Aid Office.
Brian will support Maria for as long and necessary, particularly at the end of
the Financial Year. Further details will appear in the Parish Newsletter as
soon as the takeover has taken place. In the meantime please give Maria the

full support that you have given to Brian over the years. Once again sincere
gratitude and thanks to Brian for being the Gift Aid organiser both here and
in the parish in Chingford for 40 years.  

GENERAL  DATA  PROTECTION  REGULATIONS  –
GDPR: You have probably been receiving a great deal of
information  in  relation  to  the  GDPR which  came  into
force on Friday 25th May. To preserve the confidentiality
& privacy of  all  documentation held at  the parish,  e.g.
Baptism, Marriage, Confirmation, Death Registers etc. Please be assured that
all of these registers are held in fire-proof safes, both in the Church and the
Presbytery. All Census Forms are held in a fire-proof filing cupboard. With
the new regulations we now need to build privacy into all personal data. Any
data that is out of date or obsolete will be destroyed through shredding. To
seek information about someone in the parish or registers held at the parish
will become a lot more difficult. The only information that can now be given is
directly to the individual who desires a Baptismal, Confirmation or Marriage
Certificate.   For  example,  solicitors  will  have to ask their  clients  to  apply
personally for a copy of a Marriage Certificate. With regard to the Parish
Gift Aid Scheme – the only person who has access to this data is the Gift Aid
Organiser; the Parish Priest does not have access. All of those involved in this
work have been advised on the confidential nature of this information.  No
personal information will be given over the telephone – written requests only!
This is the first stage of information on GDPR. If you have any queries please
don’t hesitate to ask Fr. John for more details.      

 PARISH CHOIR: We are always looking for new members to join the choir.
You will have heard a lot of the new repertoire over the past several weeks. If
you enjoy singing and music, please make contact with Sue Farrow our music
director,  you  will  be  more  than  welcome  to  join  the  choir.  There  are
rehearsals  twice  a  week,  Wednesday  evening  at  7:00pm  and  Saturday
morning at 10:30am. 
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MISSIO RED BOXES: Thank you to all those who responded to the Missio
appeal. If you missed the chance to take a box there are a couple of spare
boxes in the porch of the church. EXISTING BOX MEMBERS: Please bring
your box to mass on the second week in June 9th/10th June, when they will be
emptied. If you have a box and no longer wish to use it please return it that
weekend. Thank you!

PREPARING  FOR  THE  REDEDICATION  OF  ENGLAND  AS  THE
DOWRY  OF  MARY: The  Bishops  of  England  &  Wales  have  agreed  to
rededicate England as the Dowry of Mary. This will take place on the 25th

March 2020.  In  preparation  for  this  great  event  there  will  be  a  two-year
spiritual preparation during which the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham
will be taken to every cathedral in England for a three-day triduum of prayer.
This is being done under the banner of the Guild of Our Lady of Ransom, in
partnership with the Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham,
and with the  support  of  Youth  2000.  It  is  hoped that  local  evangelisation
teams will also help with other catholic organisations.

Each  triduum  will  begin  on  a  Thursday  evening,  all  day  Friday,
Friday  evening  with  a  possible  'night  fever'  style  adoration  event,  and
conclude on Saturday with mass around midday. 

Resources  will  be  made  available  by  the  National  Shrine  for  all
cathedrals and it is hoped these will filter to the catholic parishes throughout
the country. This will help bring to fulfilment the prophecy spoken by Pope
Leo XIII in 1887,  "When England returns to Walsingham, Our Lady will
return to England".
We pray for a rapid return of Our Lady to her Dowry.

The Slipper Chapel Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham will visit every
English Catholic Cathedral between 2018 – 2020.  Brentwood Cathedral of St.
Mary & St. Helen, Ingrave Road, Brentwood, Essex. CM15 8AT.  19 th – 21st

July 2018.  www.dowrytour.org.uk

PARISH  COUNCIL  MEETING: Monday  2nd July
2018.  8:00pm  in  the  Parish  Retreat.   This  is  an
extremely  important  meeting.  I  would  ask  that  all
members  of  the  Parish  Pastoral  Council  please  be
present. But I would also like to extend the invitation
to anyone in the parish who is interested in learning
more about Evangelisation. Realistically, the survival of the Roman Catholic
Church  in  this  country  is  rooted  very  much  in  the  various  methods  of
Evangelisation that we employ in our parishes. This is a really serious time
in the Church, and I would encourage as many parishioners as possible to
attend.  I have managed to get Mr Mark Lambert to come and speak about
the Evangelisation Initiative of ‘Forming Intentional Disciples’.  Hopefully
this will dove-tail into our Stewards of the Gospel Initiative. Reaching out to
our  lapsed  Catholics  and  also  to  be  welcoming  to  new  members  in  the
Church.  At  present  we’re  running  a  Faith  Sharing  Programme;  and  in
September we will  begin our Rite  of  Christian Initiation for Adults  once
again.  Evangelisation is at the heart of all parish life, preaching the Gospel
message of Jesus Christ is fundamental to our commitment in faith. In truth,
many people are leaving the practice of their faith; the reasons are many
and varied, but anything that can help us understand why we are at Mass
each Sunday and why we’re Roman Catholics, can only be a good thing!
Hopefully these two new initiatives will help us!  

RETURNING  TO  THE  PRACTICE  OF  THE  FAITH: From  the  first
moment Jesus gave his command to the Apostles to, ‘Go out to the whole world
and proclaim the Good News’, the faithful people of God have responded! It is
an invitation freely given by Jesus Christ. The Catholic Church, on her part
has tried to the best of her ability to encourage and support all the faithful in
their Journey of Faith. Sometimes along that journey people can lose their
way, often taking other paths. But, they are still part of the family, and we
really do miss them when they’re not with us. We pray for them, and I truly
believe that Jesus is constantly searching out our brothers and sisters. We can
also help in this mission; if you know of anyone, it may be a family member,
or  a  neighbour  or  friend,  who  no  longer  actively  participates  with  the
worshipping community, have the courage to invite them to accompany you to
one of our weekend masses. Obviously, there are so many other distractions
out  in  the  world  today  that  it’s  so  easy  to  be  distracted  with  regards
commitment in faith; but the fact is that Jesus Christ came into our world to
show us the way to God, and he doesn’t want to lose anyone along the way
that leads to him. Sometimes, when people have been away from the practice
of the faith,  they often feel  nervous and embarrassed about coming home.
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There will always be a Big Welcome! This is real Evangelisation, because it
really can enable and help all of us recognise the importance of what it means
to be a member of God’s Family of Faith. Have Courage!

“You probably don't see that much of me but I'm the one who makes a loud
noise from above and behind you! My part in the liturgy requires me to be up
in the organ loft; along with 21 dedicated choir members who rehearse twice
a week to be the best they can possibly be to enhance our Sunday liturgy.
Their generosity of spirit in allowing me to nag and cajole them into achieving
new things stuns me every single week. 
But  something's  not  right.  We  are  actually  a  choir  of  22,  but  one  of  our
members cannot access the organ loft. That member attends a rehearsal in
our hall every week but when it comes to doing our job in the loft, they are
effectively excluded. With others also who find the stairs quite difficult these
days. This feels wrong to all of us and, with Fr John's support, we've decided
to do something about it. We're going to buy a Stairlift!   
We've already raised a small proportion of the funds we need but we have a
long way to go. So, on 28th & 30th June I will be doing a 12-hour sponsored
musical marathon to raise the rest. (Commencing at 10.30am on both days). If
you’d  like  to  come  along  and listen  during  the  marathon,  you’d  be  most
welcome!)  The choir has promised faithfully to prop me up with flasks of
(very!) strong coffee but  we need your help  too.  SPONSORSHIP IS STILL
AVAILABLE.  Are  you  willing  to  take  one  and  ask  your  family,  friends,
colleagues (and anyone else you can think of!) to help us achieve our goal? It
would mean so much to us to have ALL our members together in the loft, and
we'd be sincerely grateful for your help.  Special Donations will always be
very welcome.  Please support us!  Please use Gift Aid envelopes also!”
Thank you.  Sue  


