BAPTISMS IN THE PARISH: If you have a child due for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment with dates contact the Presbytery to book
your date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact
Sharon Chalk, who will organise a Baptismal Preparation of
two sessions, and then I will come and visit you in your
homes. Please don’t forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form.
PARISH FINANCES: A few weeks ago we had an appeal from Carlos
Camacho regarding the Parish Gift Aid Scheme. A few new people have
joined the scheme. If you are a Tax Payer and you regularly contribute to the
Weekly Offertory, and, as yet do not belong to the Gift Aid Scheme, I ask you
to seriously consider joining as soon as possible. We are able to claim back
25pence in the pound for every pound you donate; e.g. if you contribute £10
per week, with Gift Aid envelopes we claim back an extra £2.50. At the end of
the year, this amounts to a considerable sum. In truth the offertories have
diminished over the past few years; but the bills still keep coming in. I have
just paid the Gas Bill for March £872.50 for all our buildings. The Monthly
Diocesan Quota is £2,260.00. The Incoming Offertory for March did not meet
the outgoing by approximately £4,500.00. This cannot be maintained on a
monthly basis! Obviously, I’m very aware of families’ financial situations. If
you’re in a position to be able to increase your offertory contribution this
would be greatly appreciated!
CONFIRMATION PHOTOS: Below is a link to the webpage where picture
files can be viewed of the confirmation. The images should be available to
towards the end of next week. Also below is the password to enter the website.
The cost per picture file is £15.00 and people may share and print the picture
file as they wish. The website will have further details of how they can pay for
the
picture
files
and
how
they
will
be
sent.
https://stephenpoverphotography.pixieset.com/confirmationmass2018/
Gallery Password: gdX7tDCyTC If I can be of further assistance, please do not
hesitate to ask. Stephen Pover. Tel No: 07973383985 Website
stephenpoverphotography.com
IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is usually Fr. John’s Day Off. In
cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping –
Tel: 01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford
Green – Tel: 020 8504 1688. This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a
few days break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact
number for Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Fourth Sunday of Easter 2018

Pope Francis caused quite a stir when, at the beginning of his
Pontificate, with a memorable turn of phrase he encouraged the clergy to
be ‘shepherds living with the smell of the sheep’. Later on in Evangelii
Gaudium he said the same call extends to every believer because we are all
called to be missionary disciples: ‘Evangelisers thus take on the “smell of
the sheep” and the sheep are willing to hear their voice’. Now we all know
that sheep don’t smell too good – come to think of it, neither does the
shepherd. Herding, feeding and watering livestock of any mind is hard,
manual, sweaty labour, out in all kinds of weather braving the elements.
Shepherds have to be appropriately dressed and equipped – they are
roughly dressed for rough work.
So who is the shepherd and who
are the sheep? The Chief Shepherd is
Jesus – he described himself as the ‘Good
Shepherd’ – and we are the sheep. To be
likened to sheep isn’t a very flattering
comparison. In Animal Farm by George
Orwell the sheep are easily led, in contrast
to the pigs (very intelligent animals by all accounts) who are leaders.
Sheep aren’t known for being especially intelligent – they wander, they
stray, they graze all day, oh and they smell – but they are endearing,
especially the baby lambs, and they provide us with wool and meat.
Nevertheless we are like sheep because we all go astray. We all
wonder from the path of righteousness, we all follow the herd, and we all
need the guidance of the Good Shepherd. We are all lost sheep and can
only be found by the Shepherd. We have the smell of the sheep about us.
The Good Shepherd leads us out of our cold indifference into the
warmth of God’s merciful and compassionate love for everyone, but
especially the little ones: the poor, the vulnerable, those who grieve and
those facing difficult challenges. The Good Shepherd guides us to live not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit and to produce the good
fruit of the Spirit: ‘love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no
law’.

Dear Friends in Christ,

Fourth Sunday of Easter 2018

Today is ‘Good Shepherd Sunday’, and is the World
Day of Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious
Life. Jesus tells us in the Gospels that we must pray to the
Lord of the harvest to send labourers into his harvest. The
old adage states: ‘if you don’t ask, you don’t get’! For us as
Catholic Christians, our asking is our prayer, and if we
don’t pray, then how do we expect the Lord to respond with
provision of priests and religious.
Recent studies have determined that nearly all vocations to the
Priesthood are rooted in the home, through the family. The example set by
parents, in simple ways, by praying together, saying grace before meals,
encouraging our young people to be involved with the Church, talking about
the faith in mature and simple ways, not being ashamed of being a practicing
Catholic, having the courage to stand up for our beliefs, reading the
Scriptures, reading spiritual books, having a real experience of the life of
faith; the list is endless!
In truth, the reality of this present day is that there are fewer priests,
especially in our own country and our own diocese. The recent Stewards of
the Gospel initiative is addressing these issues. The possibility of priests
assuming the responsibility of two and three parishes is on the horizon. So we
truly do have to pray to the Lord of the Harvest to send labourers into his
harvest. We cannot rest on our laurels; if there is no priest, there is no Mass!
FAITH SHARING PROGRAMME: If you’re
interested in learning a little bit more about your
Roman Catholic Faith, I’m anticipating beginning a
faith sharing course on Wednesday May 9th at
8.00pm in the Parish Retreat. This will give you an
opportunity to ask questions and explore different
aspects of the Roman Catholic Faith. It will be fairly informal. If you could let
me know your feelings about this I would be most grateful. Anything that can
help us learn more about the faith can only be a good thing! In advance of the
programme, if parishioners could submit some areas of interest that they
would like to know more about. Rather than me setting the agenda for this
faith sharing, it would be good coming from you. If I know in advance, it will
give me an opportunity to gen up on particular aspects of theology and
scripture; send questions to loughton@dioceseofbrentwood.org
May God Bless You All,

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Programme will resume
again on Sunday 22nd April, with the theme being the Last
Supper. There will be three celebrations this year. Saturday
12th May at 12noon Group 1. Sunday 13th May at 1.00pm,
Group 2. Saturday 19th May at 12noon, Group 3. The Going
forth Mass is on Sunday 20th May at 11.00am. The rehearsals
for First Holy Communion will take place on Wednesday 9 th
May 4.00pm for Group 1. 5.00pm for Group 2. 6.00pm for Group 3. Please
keep the children in your prayers at this very special time. My ongoing thanks
to Kathryn Poulter and her team of young helpers, who have been
exceptionally faithful and loyal throughout the whole programme
LOUGHTON PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME: After 40 years of service to our
parish and also the Chingford parish, Brian Carter has decided to retire as
our Parish Gift Aid organiser. He has been truly loyal and enthusiastic in his
endeavours to ensure that the parish is able to benefit from this scheme. As
Brian is now approaching 80 years of age, I feel that he has certainly done his
bit for the life of the church here in Loughton, and deserves his retirement!
On behalf of the whole community, I would like to express my heartfelt
thanks to him for such incredible service to the parish and the diocese, in the
area of Gift Aid.
APPEAL FOR NEW GIFT AID ORGANISER: I am now looking for a new
Gift Aid Organiser; Brian is willing to stay on until we find someone new. If
you feel you could serve the parish in this area please contact Fr. John 0208
508 3492 or Brian Carter 0208 508 4086 for more information as to what is
involved with this ministry to the parish. Thank you!
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP: Practice takes place on Monday, 30th
April (6.30pm musicians / 7pm singers) to go over the hymns and music for
the 11am Mass on Sunday, 6th May. As we’ve had a big gap since our last
practise, It would be much appreciated if as many of you as possible could
come along on 30th April and also be there for the Mass on 6 th May. Many
thanks. Please don’t forget that everyone is welcome to join the Parish choir
every week. New singers and musicians are also very welcome to join us!
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: Every September we
begin a new RCIA (Journey of Faith) Programme, for those who may be
interested in learning more about the Roman Catholic Faith, possibly with the
view of receiving the Easter Sacraments. If there is anyone interested, or you
know of anyone who might be interested could you ask them to get in touch
with Fr. John, Tel No: 0208 508 3492. Thank you!

OLD PUPILS FROM ST. JOHN FISHER SCHOOL: Did you (or anyone)
leave St. John Fisher School in the 1960’s or earlier? Would you (or they)
like to make contact with “old” classmates? If so, please contact: Mike
Dewar – mike@mikedewar.plus.com or Jan Hatt – jan.hatt@uwclub.net
or Ann McGuinn (was Muldoon) – annmcguinn@yahoo.co.uk
CONFIRMANDI: I would like to encourage our recent Confirmandi to
become more involved in the life of the Church. You may feel you have
something to offer to God and the Church; please don’t be shy to come
forward. I hope you have had an opportunity to read the little book be gave
you of your questions, answered by Mark Anthony. It really is a powerful
resource in understanding you Roman Catholic Faith.
PARISH CHOIR: You will have heard the beautiful music and choir over
Holy Week & Easter. We are always looking for new members to join the
choir. If you enjoy singing and music, please make contact with Sue Farrow
our music director, you will be more than welcome to join the choir
LATIN MASS IN EPPING CHURCH: There will be a Traditional Latin
Mass on Saturday the 28th April at 12 noon in Epping Catholic Church, 11
Church Hill, CM16 4RA. All are welcome to savour our glorious heritage.
Bring your friends!
THY KINGDOM COME: The Vicariate of Evangelisation, supporting our
effort to renew our diocese, has decided to join THY KINGDOM COME 2018
a global wave of prayer for the renewal of the Christian faith. It could not be
easier for everyone, of all ages and levels of business, to help our own families,
friends, parish, diocese and the nation to renew their friendship with Jesus.
All you have to do is to pledge to pray between May 10-20.More information
and resources will be made available during the weeks coming up to the event.
Meantime, you can log into https://www.thykingdomcome.global for more
information.

