BAPTISMS IN THE PARISH: If you have a child due for
Baptism please let me know as soon as possible. To avoid any
disappointment with dates contact the Presbytery to book
your date. If you are first-time parents, you need to contact
Sharon Chalk, who will organise a Baptismal Preparation of
two sessions, and then I will come and visit you in your
homes. Please don’t forget to collect your Baptismal Information Form.
YOUR CRIB OFFERINGS Will go to the work of the
Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society. This wonderful
Diocesan organisation does not receive government
funding so is heavily dependent upon all charitable
diocesan contributions. You have always been very generous with offerings
in the past. The Crib will remain in our two churches until the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord on the 2nd February.
PONTIFICAL NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE: Over the next two weeks
there will be about 10 Seminarians from the PNAC visiting. They have just
completed their end of semester examinations, and now have break inbetween semesters. Please extend them your usual welcome! Once again if
anyone could help me out with some deserts over this period I’d be really
grateful. The first arrivals are next weekend, and the following week a
further group arrive. Thanking you in anticipation for your help!
VOLUNTEERS
FOR
PLAYGROUP:
Parents, Grandparents, Carers, members of
the parish. We are in urgent need of more
volunteers to help at our Parent & Toddler
group which meets every Thursday morning
term-time 9.45am – 11.30am in the Church Hall. This is a really lovely
friendly group which is invaluable to the young children of our parish. If
you can help in any way please get in touch. We appreciate that volunteers
cannot be there every week. You can pop into the Parish Hall one Thursday
to register or e.mail Andy on andrew.godsave@ntlworld.com
IN CASES OF EMERGENCY: Tuesday is usually Fr. John’s Day Off. In
cases of emergency please call one of the local parishes, either in Epping –
Tel: 01992 572516, or the St. Thomas of Canterbury Friary at Woodford
Green – Tel: 020 8504 1688. This would also apply if Fr. John is away for a
few days break or on Retreat. All the local funeral directors have a contact
number for Fr. John if a funeral needs to be arranged in his absence.

Dear Friends in Christ

Fourth Sunday of the Year 2018

Jesus’ healing ministry included delivering
people from oppression and possession of evil spirits.
In other words, Jesus bore witness both to the reality
and personification of evil. He affirmed the reality of
demons, demon possession and the devil. The devil
has various names: the Evil One, Satan, Beelzebub
and the Father of lies. It is impossible to read the
New Testament without encountering this reality.
There is certainly at work and at play nowadays a tendency to
pooh-pooh evil and certainly the idea of personified evil in the form of
the devil – we like to feel we have grown out of this, deliverance from evil
and the demonic realm is considered extreme or unscientific, and those
suffering from such torment are directed towards medical intervention
or psychiatry. The idea of being prayed over to be liberated from the
clutches of demons or evil isn’t embraced or accepted today. This is
despite the Scriptures bearing eloquent witness to the reality and power
of evil over us, despite the testimony of the saints. St. John Vianney
wrestled with ‘the Grappin’ (as he called the devil) so violently that his
bed would shake. St Ignatius of Loyola taught that the gift of
discernment within the movement of God’s Spirit and without the
influence upon us of evil spirits.
Pope Francis himself has invited fierce criticism for his bold and
unambiguous teaching about the reality of the devil and demons. In so
doing, he is following in the footsteps of Pope Paul VI, who famously said
that ‘the smoke of Satan’ had entered the temple of God and that one of
the major needs of the Church was to ‘defend ourselves from that evil
that we call the devil.’
Every time we pray the ‘Our Father’ we humbly ask that we be
delivered from evil. The Catechism of the Catholic Church reinforces
this teaching: ‘In this petition, evil is not an abstraction, but refers to a
person, Satan, the Evil One, the angel who opposed God. The devil (diabolis) is the one who ‘”throws himself across” God’s plan and his work of
salvation accomplished in Christ’. (para 2851)

Dear Friends in Christ,
On behalf of our Stewards of the Gospel, I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to all of the parishioners who attended the Parish
Consultation Group Meeting last Wednesday, there were a good number of
parishioners, and to receive your input will be extremely beneficial when we
have to make our report to the diocese with regards the proposals and changes
that will take place at parish and diocesan levels! One cannot become
complacent about our parish structures and provisions, that’s why the diocese
is seriously looking at all aspects of parish and diocesan life. In truth, the
reality is, that there are far fewer priests than there were 25 years ago. Most
priests are on their own in parishes, this also applies to parishes that would
have had three and four priests in the past, our own included. Many priests
have other functions and ministries in the diocese on top of their parochial
duties, and the proposals to link two and three parishes within the next ten
years are going to affect every community!
On a positive note, I feel that this is a wonderful
opportunity for the gifts and talents of all our parishioners
to come to the forefront. The greatest asset to every parish
community is the people. Your giftedness, your good will, your kindness and
generosity, are the building blocks of a great parish. I have been here 16 years,
and have been extremely happy to have worked with so many wonderful
people. The future is exciting; it gives us an opportunity to explore new
methods of parochial ministry, with the training of Catechists, and other
people who can assume various apostolates and ministries throughout the
parish. My philosophy as a priest of nearly 37 years has always been to enable
and encourage all of our parishioners to assume their rightful place within the
life of faith and the Church. And to this end it is incredible to witness
wonderful growth and strength within the parish community.
Each one of you has something incredible to offer to God and the
Church! If you feel that you would like to be involved, perhaps as a member of
our newly constituted Parish Council, please see Leona Foster or myself.
There are many other groups in the parish that you can be involved in, there is
something for everyone. Also we will be starting some new groups, Bible Study,
Apologetics Course, Series of talks, etc. Anything that can help in the mission
of Evangelisation – proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ – can only be a
good thing! When you know and understand about your faith it helps our
commitment! Let us pray daily for our Parish!
May God Bless You All

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2015/2016: The
children will meet on Sunday 28 th January 2018 in the Parish
Hall. The next Parents’ Meeting will be on Wednesday 31 st
January 2018 at 8.00pm, Sacrament of Reconciliation. Dr Paul
Doherty OBE will be giving the talk to the parents. The Parents’ Meetings
are not optional! Some of the children are not turning up for their classes,
and are visibly absent from Holy Mass. This is extremely serious, and needs
to be addressed. If you have difficulty in attending the classes could the
parents kindly contact Fr John immediately! Please pray for all our
children and their families as they continue in their preparation for the
Sacraments.
NEXT CONFIRMATION SESSION: Will take place on
Wednesday 7th February at 7.30pm. Our guest speaker this
month will be Dr. Paul Doherty OBE, Head teacher at Trinity
Catholic High School. Theme: Being a Catholic – It’s hard, but
it’s worth it! Our young people’s preparation for the Sacrament
of Confirmation has been enhanced and enriched by our wonderful guest
speakers and also the work of our Catechists. As we changed the format of the
Programme this year, we have been extremely happy with the very positive
response from our young people, and their families. Just a little reminder to
our Candidates, please ensure that you’ve thought carefully about a
Confirmation name and also a sponsor.
JOURNEY OF FAITH PROGRAMME 2016/2017: will
continue on Thursday 1st February at 8.00pm in the Parish
Retreat. Theme: Escahtology – The four last things! Please
pray for our 2 enquirers at this time. It is hoped that they will
continue through to the celebration and reception of the Easter Sacraments
in 2018. If anyone is interested in the Roman Catholic Faith please contact
Fr. John at the Presbytery Tel No: 020 8508 3492

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING: Just a reminder to our Parish
Councillors that there will be a Parish Council Meeting on Monday 29 th
January at 8.00pm in the Parish Retreat. We will be reviewing the
‘Stewards of the Gospel’ initiative.
SPARE PLASTIC CHAIRS: There are a number of spare plastic green
chairs outside the back door of the parish hall. If you would like to help
yourself to them, please take as many as you like!

URGENT APPEAL – PARISH ALTAR SOCIETY: The fact
that St Edmund’s always looks at its best is down to the work
of the Altar Society, whose members each give up just one hour
a month to keep the church spick and span. We now urgently
need some additional reliable volunteers to join the team.
There are many retirees who could offer some help once a month; or some
mums and dads. If you think you can help, please see Veronica Short, or
contact her on: Tel No: 0208 502 0935 or 07817 927914. The more help we
have the easier it will be!

WEEKLY OFFERTORY ENVELOPES: Would all parishioners who
belong to the Parish Gift Aid Scheme, please kindly keep your envelopes
up-to-date. If you forget your envelope there are spare ones available in
the porch of the Church, just put your name or number on the envelope!

Dear Friends in Christ,
2016

Gaudete Sunday

Today is Gaudete Sunday, and marks the mid-way
point of our Holy Advent Season. The word ‘Gaudete’
means to ‘Rejoice’, and we look forward in anticipation
rejoicing that the Saviour Jesus Christ will be born for us
once again this Christmas. This is such a beautiful time of
the year, as we prepare for Christmas. We are given the
great mission to be able to ‘Prepare the Way for the Lord’,
just like John the Baptist did. We can do this in so many ways in our homes
and in our lives. Don’t let this Advent Season pass you by and do nothing!
Our Parish Penitential Service takes place on Tuesday 17 th December
at 8.00pm. There will be several priests to celebrate the Sacrament of God’s
Healing Love through Reconciliation. There will also be a Polish priest if
any of our Polish parishioners would like to go to confession in Polish. What
more fitting way to prepare for Christmas than by making our humble
Confession to the Lord. As Roman Catholics we are encouraged to celebrate
the Sacrament of Reconciliation at least once a year. If you have been away
from the Sacrament for a long time now, why not make a special effort this
Advent to return to the Sacrament. Please don’t dismiss this notice as ‘not
applying to me’, because the Sacrament applies to all of us!
A VERY BIG THANKYOU! I have been absolutely
staggered by the wonderful result of our Parish Bazaar last
weekend. With the Matched Giving promised we should take
in this year £9,060.00 my congratulations to the whole
parish community for your incredible generosity! You never cease to amaze
me in how generously your respond each year. It was truly a wonderful day
and a wonderful occasion for the whole parish community. It’s so good for
the community to gather together on these occasions. My sincere thanks to

Joanne Jiggins our Bazaar organisers, and all their helpers for all the hard
work they put into the Bazaar. They worked for weeks in advance of the
event. Thanks to all parishioners who generously gave Grand Draw Prizes
and gifts and items for the Bazaar. Many thanks for all the Bottles donated
this year, people had great fun on the Bottle stall; Grateful thanks to all
those who worked so hard in the Kitchen providing food. A big thank you to
those who arranged Matched Giving and worked at the Bazaar.
May God Bless You All,
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2016/2017: Next class will be
on Sunday 13th November at 10am in the Parish Hall. Theme: The theme we
are sharing with the children is Caring. May I continue to encourage all of
our parents to assist with the Catechists on a Sunday morning at the classes?
If you haven’t attended any of the classes yet, I would ask every family to be
represented at some time throughout the programme.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: Next
Session Thursday 15th December at 8.00pm in the Parish
Retreat. Theme: The Sacraments – Confirmation – The
Sending of the Gift of the Spirit. I ask you to please pray for
our enquirers at this very special time on their Faith
Journey.
DAILY MASS STIPENDS: The origin of a daily mass stipend was to keep the
priest for a day. As we earn no salary this still applies. There are very few
mass intentions requested these days! You can have a mass celebrated for any
reason. Remembering a deceased loved one, a birthday intention, or wedding
anniversary, for someone who is sick, special intentions, or a mass bouquet,
etc. We have enough masses for the next month, but after that time, unless
people have booked masses in advance for special anniversaries there are very
few. Mass Intention envelopes are available in the Porch, also Mass cards!
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: It is the responsibility for every
Eucharistic Minister to find a substitute if they are unable to
exercise their ministry at a particular mass. Of late there have
been a lot of EM’s missing from their particular mass, at times
leaving us short. I would ask all EM’s to be vigilant in your
responsibility. It is a true a wonderful honour to give the Lord Jesus in the
Eucharist to the faithful people of God. Your personal preparation and your
attendance at holy Mass are essential for the Rota to function efficiently.
Please consult your Rota regularly, keep it on your Notice Board at home.

PARISH ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE: Will take place on Tuesday
17th December at 8.00pm. Our spiritual preparation for Christmas should
always include celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Recently,
Cardinal Timothy Dolan, from New York, said that the Sacrament of
Reconciliation was the best way for the New Evangelisation to take place
within our own lives of faith. If you haven’t been to confession for a long time,
this may be the opportunity for you to renew your commitment to Jesus
Christ through his healing love! Please make an extra special effort and
attend with all your family members. There will be several priests to help
with the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
YOUR ANNUAL CRIB OFFERINGS: Is always given to
the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society. They do not
get Government Funding, but are heavily reliant on the
annual Crib Offerings from all the parishes. This is their
main source of income. They are a truly wonderful
organisation, and have done so much over the past 29
years for many of our children and families. Any offering
you give at the Crib is sent directly to the BCCS and will be used in their
important work! You are always very generous to this Society, please be
generous again this year.
ALTAR SOCIETY: First and foremost I would like to thank most sincerely
the members of the Altar Society who do so much to make our Churches
look so beautiful. The Churches are kept clean and tidy, the brasses are
polished every week; the Altar linens are magnificently laundered. But we
still need a lot more help. This is an appeal to the whole parish community
covering both churches. If you feel that you could give an hour or so every
few weeks or even every week please see Veronica Short or any member of
the Altar Society. This is a wonderful service to God and the Community.
The grand Clean for Christmas will take place on Thursday 22 nd December
from 9.30am onwards. There will be a cup of coffee and mince pies.

ALTAR SERVERS: A quick note to all our Parish
Altar Servers. Please ensure you make every effort to
attend the Special Mass on St. Stephen’s Day, 26th
December at 11.00a.m. This is the annual Mass for
Altar Servers. Some of Servers who have been serving for nearly a year

will receive their Guild of St. Stephen Medals. Please ensure that your
Alb is washed and pressed for Christmas and St. Stephen’s Day.
AN OLD MAN’S VIEW
It’s a while since I’ve been in touch, so you’ve probably forgotten all about
me! Here I am again though, with something for us all to think about……...
Christ died for our sins. For this reason, we can’t ignore sin. If we do, we’re
in danger of ignoring Him. So, when we sin, and are sorry, we can ask God
to forgive us, and He does, unconditionally. Why, then, do we need the
Sacrament of Reconciliation (or ‘Confession’ as it used to be called)?
The best reason in my view is that it comes from Christ Himself. He gave
St. Peter, His first priest, power to forgive sins, and St. Peter, on behalf of
Christ, and through his Papal authority, has passed this power on to all his
successor priests right up to the present day. Acting for God, the priest
therefore gives us sacramental forgiveness and the grace and peace of mind
that comes with it. Given this, you’d think that we would want to receive
this sacrament very regularly………....... but we don’t seem to, do we?
I suspect, if you’re like me, that there are a number of things which make us
shy away, and I reckon our emotions have a lot to do with it; emotions such
as indifference, fear, guilt, embarrassment.
We can’t be indifferent to this sacrament - Christ Himself gave it to us. This
is why the Church says we have an obligation to receive it.
If we fear God, or have other fears, we should let Him know. Ok, we can do
this in our minds, but the priest can help us overcome our fears, and he’ll
certainly echo Christ’s words ‘do not be afraid’. It may otherwise be
difficult for many of us to cope with this emotion on our own.
Guilt over past, or present, sins is washed away by this sacrament. We may
find it hard, or not be able, to accept this, but God does, and the priest will
tell you so. Temptation is often associated with guilt, but, like guilt, it
is not a sin. The priest can help us unload this sort of ‘baggage’ which many
of us carry in our consciences; this, again, may be hard to do on our own.
Embarrassed to talk to the priest? He understands this emotion better than
we think, so don’t worry. Don’t know what to say to the priest? Again,
don’t worry, because the priest will help and guide you.
It’s my view that this sacrament can be like a medicine, rather than a
barrier, for our emotions - even more reason for us to ‘go to confession’.
Advent is a very fitting and lovely time to do just that, and we have the
perfect opportunity – at the Parish Reconciliation service on Tuesday

evening, 20th December at 8pm. Many will hopefully be there, so, don’t
worry; you won’t be on your own! Why not come along?
COMING HOME FOR CHRISTMAS: In light of General Census
material, the number of people affiliating themselves to the Christian
faith has declined. Catholics are the highest practicing Christian
denomination in the land. As each year passes by, we see a gradual
decline of people practicing their Catholic faith. There are many
contributing factors; laziness, apathy, secularism, materialism, sporting
events, Sunday shopping, the list can go on and on!
Christmas is that special time of the year, where families
make a special effort to be together. I’m sure there’s not a
single family who hasn’t been touched by the fact that
some family members who no longer come to mass.
Speaking to parents, they often feel grieved by this fact.
This Christmas why not encourage your loved ones to come and share in
the Christmas masses; ‘Coming home for Christmas’, can really be a
wonderful opportunity to re-connect with faith and the Church. If every
parishioner asked one other person, who has been lapsed for some time
to join them this Christmas, what greater gift could you give the Lord as
his birth!

Christmas, which is an appreciation of your priest! If you use the Gift Aid
envelopes please use these in preference to the envelopes in your newsletter
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE OF MASSES & SERVICES 2016

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS: Our Flower ladies always
do a wonderful job at the major feasts of the Church’s year.
Our retiring collection this weekend is to buy Christmas
flowers. As you can appreciate at this time of the year
flowers are terribly expensive! I appeal to your usual
generosity in the retiring collection today. We really want to make our
churches look beautiful this Christmas. Thank you to our flower ladies,
who work so hard throughout the year to make our churches look
splendid! Thanking you in anticipation of your generosity.
ST. EDMUND’S DIARIES: Are available at the Repository next week
for 50pence each. These are small and compact for handbag or pocket.
YOUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING: There will be Christmas
Offering Envelopes in your Newsletter next week. As priests do not earn a
fixed salary or have any other income, your annual Christmas Offertory
goes to make up the Priest’s Salary. Basically, every priest lives off of the
Charity of his people. You have always been very kind and generous at

Tuesday 20th Dec:

Parish Advent Penitential Service at 8.00pm with 6
visiting priests to hear Confessions. Please make a very
special effort to attend with your family.

Thursday 22nd Dec:

Cleaning of St. Edmund’s Church for Christmas at
9.30am. Coffee & Mince Pies
Decoration of St. Edmund’s Church for Christmas,
Crib & Flowers, Christmas Trees. 4.00pm

Christmas Eve:
24th December

5.00pm Vigil Mass for Christmas at St. Edmund’s.
Family Mass with Children’s Tableau of the Nativity
Story.
7.00pm. Carols & Readings. St. Edmund’s Church
leading into 7.30pm Mass for Christmas.
10.30pm St. Edmund’s Church. Carols & Readings
Leading into 11.00pm Mass for Christmas, concluding
at Christmas midnight

Christmas Day:
25th December

9.00am. St. Edmund’s Church, Christmas Day Family
Mass.
11.00am. St. Edmund’s Church. Family Christmas
Day Mass, bring the children to this lovely mass.

St. Stephen’s Day
26th December

11.00am Mass, St. Edmund’s Church.
Enrolment of some new Altar Servers into the Guild of
St. Stephen.
Please join us for this beautiful
celebration.

Feast of Holy Family
30th December
Mass at 12.15pm (Not on a Sunday this year)
New Year’s Day:
1st January 2016

‘Come
Jesus,

St. Edmund’s Mass at 11.00am Please come as a
family to ask the Lord’s blessing on The New Year!

Lord
Come!’

IRREGULAR MARRIAGES: What is an irregular
marriage? By the virtue of the Sacrament of
Baptism, every Roman Catholic is bound by their
Roman Catholic faith. If a Roman Catholic contracts
a marriage outside of the Catholic faith: i.e. in a nonCatholic Church without dispensation; in a Register
Office; in any Civil ceremony in a secular venue and
not a registered Catholic Church; on a beach or in a
hotel; in Las Vegas; married abroad without
Church’s dispensations and permissions; these marriages are not legally or
formally recognised by the Catholic Church. Fortunately, the Church is able
to rectify these marriages through Convalidation. It is the Church’s way of
granting validity to marriages outside the Church, and enabling them to
become Sacramental. The pre-requisite for Convalidation is that the couple
are free to enter the contract of marriage, that there is no previous marriage
other than the one to be rectified. This is a very private and confidential
facility offered by the Catholic Church. Through the years I have celebrated
many Convalidations. If anyone would like to speak to me confidentially
about this process, please don’t hesitate to contact me as soon as possible! Tel
No: 020 8508 3492

ADVENT PARISH PENITENTIAL SERVICE: Will take
place on Tuesday 20th December at 8.00pm. This is a truly
wonderful and spiritual way to prepare for Christmas.
There will be a number of visiting Priest Confessors, also
one of our Polish priests who is happy to hear confessions
in English or Polish. Our Catholic Faith teaches that we should celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation at least once a year; Advent & Lent tend to be
the two liturgical season that the faithful celebrate the Sacrament. May I
encourage all our parishioners to avail themselves of the Sacrament of God’s
healing love. What more fitting way to prepare our lives through God’s
healing touch than through this Sacrament of His mercy and forgivness!

ADVENT CALENDARS, CHRISTMAS CARDS: There are
a variety of Advent Calenders & Religious Christmas Cards
in the Parish Repository in the Porch of the Church, these
will also be on sale at the Parish Bazaar. Please invest in a
rleigious Advent Calendar for your home. There are alsoa
number of Cribs for the home. It’s wonderful for you and
the children to put your Crib in a place of honour in the house

Cancer at present, please keep them in your prayers at this difficult time in
their lives.

.
ANNUAL PARISH BAZAAR: Our Annual Parish
Bazaar takes place next Saturday 3rd December. 11am
– 3pm. I would like to take this opportunity of
thanking the whole parish community for your
ongoing support of the Bazaar. To those who have
donated gifts and items; to those who donated the Grand Draw Money
Prizes, and other luxury prizes. We still need some more GRAND DRAW
PRIZES please! A Hamper or two would be gratefully received!
The Annual Bazaar tends to be the only major fund-rising event that we
have throughout the year. Its success is always dependent upon your
generosity. Please ensure that your gifts and items are worthy of sale! New
items are preferable: e.g. Toiletries, fancy goods, bric-a-brac, cuddly toys,
new toys, Jams & Preserves, Sweets, (Boxes of Chocolates, Christmas
Selection boxes, Tins of Sweets, Christmas Sweets, Candy Canes
BOTTLE STALL: My thanks to the many parishioners
who have donated bottles already! As you know the Bottle
Stall is always a great crowd pleaser! We still need a lot
more bottles; this is a last appeal to your generosity. It is
the bottle stall that we are able to get the Matched Giving
on. Wines and Spirits can be dropped off at the Presbytery. Not too many
Spirits this year!

PEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK CLERGY: Msgr George Stokes, Canon
Antony McKenty, Fr. Tom Jordan & Fr David Prior, all being treated for

Suggestions for Grand Draw Prizes: If anyone could donate any of the Money
Prizes this would be helpful? 1st Prize £200; 2nd Prize £100; 3rd Prize £50; Flat
Screen Colour Television; I Pad; I Pod; Wii Game; Kindle, X Box games;
DVD Player; CD Player; Theatre Vouchers; Crate of Wine; Tickets for
Dinner at Restaurants; Theatre Tickets; Hairdressing & Beauty vouchers;
Marks & Spencer Christmas Hamper, and various other hampers and many

more prizes. If you can help with any of these prizes we would be most
grateful. DESPERATE FOR MORE PRIZES PLEASE!
FR. JOHN’S STALL: Very little has been donated this year for
my Stall; this is one final appeal to everyone, if you can donate a
luxury item, I would be most grateful! Flat Screen Television is a
must! A Christmas Hamper; I Pad or I Pod; Kindle; Crate of
Wine; Theatre Tickets; CD Music Player; X Box; Restaurant
Vouchers, Theatre Vouchers and any other luxury goods that you might think
worthy of a special raffle. Thanking you in anticipation!

PARISH BAZAAR – SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER 2016
11.00am - 3.00pm
CAKES FOR THE CAKE STALL: I appeal to all our Bakers
in the parish this week to put your baking hats on, and donate
homemade cakes and pies for the Cake Stall. Home-made
baking is always popular!. There weren’t too many donated
last year, let’s see if we can turn it around this year! You can
deliver Cakes & Baked Goods on Friday 2nd Dec, or Saturday
3rd Dec the day of the Bazaar. LOTS OF CAKES PLEASE!
TOILETRIES: Are always popular at a Parish Bazaar, if you have any
toiletries can you let us have them as soon as possible. Please ensure that all
toiletries and unopened, and unused. Please try to make a very special effort
in even providing one item for the Toiletries Stall. Thank you! WE
DESPERATELY NEED MORE TOILETRIES PLEASE!
TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE: There are quite a number of deals going
on at present in the Big Supermarkets. Please could you think for the Bazaar
when you’re purchasing some of your early Christmas items?
GRAND DRAW TICKETS: I appeal to all of our
Parishioners who received Grand Draw Tickets a couple of
weeks ago, to kindly return the sold tickets stubs with monies
as soon as possible. If you have any books of unsold tickets
kindly return these also, as we can sell them on the day of the
Bazaar. Please drop them off at the Presbytery as soon as
possible, no later than Friday 2nd December. If you bring them on the Day of
the Bazaar, kindly take them directly to the Parish Hall. With Thanks!
HELPERS ARE NEEDED THIS YEAR: We need help in
sorting out the gifts that are donated on a weekly basis; also

transporting the gifts and items to the presbytery or the storage room at the
back of the parish hall. If you can help in the process we would be most
grateful. Sadly these tasks are usually just left for the few, the more help we
have the more we can get done! We will be setting up on Friday 2 nd December,
beginning about 1.00pm, if you are available to help transport all the goods
from the Presbytery and the Back room of the hall this would be of great
assistance to us, and also help to sort into the stalls. If you can help please
speak to Fr. John. Thanking you in anticipation.
FINALLY, PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT OUR BAZAAR ON
SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER, 11AM – 3PM

ADVENT CHALLENGE: I would like to invite every parishioner to
seriously think about our brothers and sisters who no longer attend Holy
Mass. They may be your children, or friends or neighbours; they may be
people that you work with. At this time of the year when everything seems to
be focused on the material aspect of the season, it takes a great deal of
courage to talk about the real meaning of Christmas. Parents, I encourage
you to invite your non-practicing children back to
Church; this can be done gently and lovingly. Helping
young people to realise that the Church is a place of
beauty, love and faith can be a great challenge,
especially when there are so many other things on offer
to them. The future of the Church is very dependent on
how these young people will become the responsible
adult Catholics of tomorrow! If little or no encouragement is placed on the
practice of the faith, then the likelihood is that the young person will choose
nothing! I’m more and more alarmed at how many parents these days attend
mass without their children; once a child has received Holy Communion, the
obligations to participate in the Sunday Eucharist is compulsory. Attending
Holy Mass is not an optional exercise; it is a reflection for one hour on a
Sunday morning how to be committed in faith.
This week our meeting on the Stewards of the Gospel reflected on the
different ways that we continue to engage our young people in the life of
faith and the Church. If that example of faith and encouragement is not
coming from the home, then we’re fighting a losing battle. Use this Advent
to discover the beauty of Christ through faith!

May God Bless You During Advent,

SMALL CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR SANTA’S GROTTO: If you see any
small toys or gifts for children, that you might feel would be good for Santa’s
Grotto, please also think of the Bazaar. Every little helps. “If everyone does a
little, a lot gets done!” MORE SMALL GIFTS PLEASE!

that next Wednesday 23rd at 8.00pm in the Parish Hall our Stewardship
Team of parishioners will meet once again. I would like to thank all of those
parishioners who have kindly responded to this wonderful new initiative.
Our strategic planning for the future of our parish and diocese is extremely
important. This is an invitation to the whole parish to be involved. Each
member of this parish has a gift and talent to offer to God in their service
and the service of the community. To realise these gifts and talents
sometimes we have to have courage and faith to embrace this treasure and
ask the Lord to help us develop them!

MATCHED GIVING: Can anyone help again this year with Matched Giving
from your Firm or Bank? Many companies do employ a Matched Giving
facility, all you need to do is ask your place of employment; this truly would
be of great benefit to us. If you work at the bazaar on a particular stall,
whatever is raised is matched by the company. Please look in to it!

ST. JOHN FISHER CHRISTMAS FAIR: The PTA are
pleased to extend the parish community an invitation to the
school's Christmas Fair on Saturday 26th November from 123.30pm, Burney Drive, Loughton. The fair promises to be packed
with festive and fun-filled entertainment, games and
refreshments for all to enjoy along with Santa's grotto, grand
draw and auction and much more !

STEWARDS
OF
THE
GOSPEL:
Our
representative stewards will be attending their final
meeting at Brentwood on 26th November. Prior to

PARISH ALTAR SERVERS: It’s always wonderful to have so many Altar
Servers at our weekly masses. May I continue to encourage all of our servers
to attend at the Altar when you’re at Sunday Mass; I’ve noticed lately that a
number of them are not serving on a weekly basis anymore. If some servers
have decided to stop serving, it’s just a matter of courtesy to inform Fr. John
that you do not wish to serve anymore. If any of our boys and girls would
like to start serving at Holy Mass, please see Fr. John, we will give you lessons
when you start serving.

YOUR WEEKLY OFFERTORY: Continued thanks for all those who
contribute on a weekly basis for the upkeep of the Parish. Your
generosity enables the parish to function on a daily basis. Please also
remember to use your Gift Aid Envelopes on a weekly basis; otherwise
we are unable to reclaim the tax back at the end of the financial year. If
you’ve forgotten your envelope, there are spare ones available in the

porch of the Church. The winter months obviously increase our spending
with lighting, heating, etc. Please take this into consideration when you
are making your weekly contribution. This is an expression of love and
offering that you make personally to God. With grateful thanks!

commitment in faith, your desire for ownership. We have to embrace all the
technology and new initiatives that are afforded to us in this present age,
otherwise we will be left behind!
Personally, I have always believed that my role as Pastor and Shepherd of
the community is to enable every person to assume their rightful place in
the Church. Everyone has something valuable to offer God and the
Community, no matter how small that gift or talent may be, it is a real
treasure! To give people a real experience of God in Christ, and to to
become an ‘Intentional Disciple’ – one who is totally committed to Christ,
and whose life, and actions, reflect the Gospel message. This is the greatest
challenge of our age. Secularism, Materialism, Indifference, Apathy,
are all the eroding factors in our world and Church today. To combat
these, you have to have an incredibly Strong & Active Faith!
I would really like to encourage all of our Parishioners to get
on board with this ‘Stewards of the Gospel Initiative’. Our next open
meeting will take place on Wednesday 23 rd November at 8.00pm in the
Parish Hall. Please come along and bring a friend.

STEWARDS OF THE GOSPEL: This New Initiative in our Diocese with
the backing of our Bishop Alan is to examine every area of Parochial &
Diocesan Life. But the main emphasis is on Evangelisation – the spreading
of the Gospel Message! With the decline in the number of priests serving
our parishes, it has become very apparent that the Church needs to address
these issues with great faith and resourcefulness. Our two Steward
Representatives Maureen Perry & Mark Poulter have been attending the
training days at Brentwood over the past 5 months, and from those
meetings we have been able to explore different ways in which we can
renew our parish in faith, and help in the strategic planning for the future.
We have always been a Pilgrim Church, on the move; the Church
has never been static. The success of every parish community is holily
dependent upon you the parishioners, with your ongoing involvement, your

VERY DISCONCERTING: I find it extremely disconcerting
that when I start preaching at the weekend masses, some people
regularly pick up the Parish Newsletter and start reading it
during the homily. Sadly, all that says to me is that these people
believe that I have nothing worth saying! This is our one opportunity each
week to ‘break the bread of the scriptures’, and listen to God’s Word and
the Gospel preached! I would kindly and politely ask all of our parishioners
to take your parish newsletters home with you at the end of mass, and you
can read them at your leisure. Please listen to God’s world and the homily.
Thank You. Fr. John

by year 4. There were some truly wonderful classes, and the Inspector was
very impressed. She also met with the Children’s School Council, and had
meetings with the Mrs Laraway and Mrs Bryson. Everyone worked so hard.
The final report will be published next week, but from I can gather it was a
really good visit & Inspection. So congratulations to everyone! We look
forward to the report.

St. John Fisher School RE Inspection, Section 48 took place last
Wednesday at the School. We began the day with a very beautiful Mass
with the theme of Peace. The children excelled themselves in the
celebration of the Liturgy, being really engaged in all aspects of the mass,
and answering the questions during the homily. The music and singing
were wonderful! The Inspector, Mrs Brannigan, very kindly thanked me
for the celebration of the Eucharist with the children. I was interviewed for
about half an hour, explaining the parish’s close links with the school, and
how half of the children in the school come from our parish. We talked
about the very Catholic ethos of the school, and how the children grow in
their faith through the ongoing Religious Education and liturgical
celebrations throughout the year.
Mrs Brannigan then began her
Inspection and observation of several
teachers’ classes in RE. I had spoken to the
children and teachers over the past few days,
and there were some truly wonderful classes
prepared, with the use of Scripture and the
lives of the Saints. A baptism ceremony and explanation of the meaning of
the Sacrament given by year 3; the Sacrament of Confirmation explained

STEWARDS OF THE GOSPEL: Our open
meeting last Wednesday was a real exercise in our
parishioners working together as a community. I’m
truly grateful for the 23 parishioners who turned
up to the meeting. It was a wonderful opportunity
for more people from the parish to see what we
have been doing over the past months and how this initiative is slowly
unfolding. Across the Diocese of Brentwood under the leadership of Bishop
Alan, parishes will be forming and shaping the future of the diocese. We
are addressing all of the issues the effect parish life and the future growth
of the Church. Acknowledging the decline in the regular attendance at
mass, and the lapsation of many Catholics, this process, hopefully will
establish those key areas in all of our parishes that need encouragement
and renewal. One of the main areas that keep on emerging through
discussion and consultation is the need for more provision for our young
people. At our next open meeting on the 23 rd November at 8.00pm in the
Parish Hall, we will be looking at Young People in the Diocese of
Brentwood. Mass will be celebrated at 7.30pm, to give people an
opportunity to celebrate the Holy Eucharist beforehand.
PROMOTING
VOCATIONS
TO
THE
PRIESTHOOD: Our Vocations Director, Fr. Graham
Smith has asked me to host a Special Hour of prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament on Wednesday evening
30th November at 7.30pm, for any young men interested in exploring the
possibility of a Vocation to the Priesthood, here in our own Diocese of
Brentwood. (There will be refreshments afterwards in the Parish Hall) As
you know, we are desperately short of clergy in the diocese, and the longterm picture is not very encouraging. It takes several years to become a
priest, and we only have five students for the priesthood at this present time.

We haven’t had an ordination for some years now, if we don’t ask the Lord
of the harvest to send labourers into his harvest we are going to be in a
desperate state within at least ten years.
RECENT RE INSPECTION: We recently had a wonderful Section 48,
Religious Education Inspection, with a truly exceptional report with regards
the incredible Catholic nature of our school, teaching, best practice, liturgical
& spiritual welfare of our children. There were some outstanding features
mentioned; I commend the report to all of our parishioners. Your child’s
ongoing Catholic Education is extremely important, and our Catholic
Primary School assists in this process. You are the first teachers of your child
in the ways of faith, but having a Catholic School in our parish is a truly
wonderful blessing. Please support Catholic Education.

:

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

Tuesday 1st November is
the Solemnity of All the
Saints. It is a Holy Day
of Obligation, which
means it has the same
status as a Sunday, and
we are obliged to attend
and participate in Holy
Mass. There will be four masses on this day. 9.00am, 12.15pm & 8.00pm at
St. Edmund’s, and 10.00am at St. John Fisher School, to which
parishioners are very welcome. All Saints day commemorates all those who
have attained the joy of eternal life in heaven and are now part of God’s
great company. We cannot limit the saints to those that we read about in
spiritual books, because anyone who has lived a virtuous life and faith and
in Christ, and desires God with heart, soul and mind in this mortal journey,
aspires to sanctity and life with God. They become part of the Company of
Saints; that includes our own loved ones, relatives and benefactors!
Hopefully, our desire is for Heaven & God, but it’s easy to be distracted
along the way, with the lure of the world, materialism, secularism, etc.
Keeping one’s focus on God is a challenge that is presented to every

Christian. Let us use the saints as a wonderful example in our own lives to
be single minded and determined to remain faithful to God in Christ.
COMMEMORATION
OF
THE
FAITHFUL DEPARTED: ALL SOULS
DAY. 2nd November. November, the month
of the Holy Souls, gives us an opportunity
to pray for all of our deceased loved one;
those still on the journey homeward to God.
If you would like to remember you Beloved deceased in a special way, please
complete the November deceased List envelopes, and place your mass
offering in the envelope. Mass will be celebrated daily throughout the month
of November for our Holy Souls. Also at the end of each weekday mass a
decade of the rosary and prayers for the deceased will be prayed. Please use
this month of November to attend your family graves and make visit to the
cemetery. There will be three masses on Wednesday 2 nd, 9.00am, 12.15pm &
8.00pm. Please try to attend one of them

OCTOBER - THE MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY: October
is traditionally the month of the Holy Rosary. How many people
actually pray the Rosary on a regular basis? Parents, have you
ever prayed, even a decade of the rosary with your children?

This ancient prayer, given to the Church by St. Dominic has been a
powerful weapon against wars and hatred. We can never underestimate the
power of prayer, in whatever form it takes. The Blessed Virgin, in her
apparitions, often appears with the Holy Rosary. I remember as a child
being told that the ‘poor man’s rosary were his fingers’; whatever way you
pray the rosary is good!
I would like to commend to all our parishioners and especially
families, even if you just prayed a decade of the rosary together each day
throughout the month of October. Have a special intention in mind when
you pray, and think about the particular mystery you are praying about.
You may be pleasantly surprised at how consoling and satisfying prayer
can be in this way! Fr. Peyton used to say: ‘The family that prays together
stays together!’
At the end of each weekday mass a decade of the Rosary will be
prayed in the Church, and on Saturday mornings at the end of the 10.00am
Mass the Holy Rosary is always prayed.
RETIRED PARISHIONERS: It has often been the custom of Catholic
retirees to attend daily mass. We are a fairly large sized parish, but often
there are only a handful of parishioners at weekday mass. I would like to
encourage, and invite, our seniors to get into a routine of perhaps attending
an extra mass during the week. Weekday masses last for about half an
hour, what a beautiful way to start a day! Of course, this doesn’t just apply
to our seniors, but to anyone who wishes to attend an additional mass or
masses throughout the week. I have always kept the Church open during
the day for people to drop in and out, and I never cease to be amazed at
how many people will casually drop in for quiet prayer throughout the
week. It is a real ‘Sanctuary’ in the midst of a busy world. If you get into a
regular routine for weekday masses, you may find that it really gives you
many graces.
WHEELCHAIRS: We had four wheelchairs in the Garage for the use of
parishioners; I only know the whereabouts of one of them now. If you have a
parish wheelchair, could you let me know as soon as possible? There are none
available at present in cases of emergency! Tel No: 020 8508 3492

SICK AND HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS: If you know anyone who is
unable to come to Mass but would still like to receive Holy Communion in
their home, please contact the Presbytery so we can put them on our Sick
Communion list.
THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK: is available to anyone who is gravely ill or
about to have an operation, so if you know someone who would like to receive
this important sacrament then please speak to a member of the clergy or ring
the parish office on 265235.
THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: If anyone is
planning of getting married over the next twelve months,
could you kindly give notice at the Church as soon as
possible. We usually ask for at least six months’ notice for
parish weddings, and nine months’ notice for marriages
abroad. Obviously, there is a lot of paperwork involved,
especially in marriage abroad. Please do not leave your
preparations to the last minute. Thank you!

ANNUAL PARISH BAZAAR: Saturday 3rd December
2016, 11.00am – 3.00pm. This is advanced notice of
our annual parish Bazaar. As we are about to enter the
month of October, this is when we usually start our
appeal for Bazaar good and items. This is our main
fund-raising event of the year. May I appeal to the whole parish community
once again to your generosity? Obviously, the success of our annual bazaar
is holily dependent upon your generosity. I am appealing for Grand Draw
Prizes, Flat Screen Television, Theatre Tickets; X Box; Christmas
Hampers; Crate of Wine; I Pad; Money Prizes - £200, £100, £50;
Restaurant Vouchers; and any other luxury items. We need Bottles, toys,
cuddly toys, toiletries, new items, fancy goods etc. This is not a jumble sale,
so rubbish please, Bazaar Meeting Monday 3rd October at 8.00pm. Retreat.
PARISH HALL FLOOR RENNOVATION: Over the summer
recess we have had the floor in the Parish Hall renovated. I
would appeal to all hall users to kindly respect the hall and the
floor. Please do not drag chairs across the floor as this always
leaves black tracks. Could I ask all hall users to kindly respect
the parish hall? Obviously, it has a great deal of use throughout

the week, and if you are using furniture in the hall, kindly replace it neatly
and tidily. Chairs should be stacked no higher than six. Please do not use
chairs, which have been marked DO NOT USE. We are in the process of
transporting the chairs from St. Thomas More Hall up to St. Edmund’s, we
do need someone with a Transit Van to help in this process. If you’re able to
help please contact Fr. John as soon as possible.
ST. THOMAS MORE: Just to keep you updated on what
is happening. Over the past ten months we have been in
dialogue with the diocese. I met with the Diocesan
Trustees & the Bishop last week, who have finally given
us the go-a-head to begin the process of the disposal of
this site. We will be working closely with the diocese on
this project. As you can appreciate, this could be a reasonably long process, as
there is a restrictive covenant on the site, which has to be negotiated. But at
least the process can begin; please keep this project in your prayers.
NOTE TO EVERYONE IN THE CONTEMPORARY MUSIC GROUP:
Our next practice takes place at St, Edmund’s on Wednesday, 28 th September
(6.30pm musicians / 7pm singers) to go over the hymns and psalm for the
11am Mass on Sunday, 2nd October. NB: Please note change from our usual
Monday evening practice; we’ve done this because Wednesday is more
convenient for some of our singers, so it would be good if lots of you can come!
Musicians and singers in the Parish who would care to join us would be made
very welcome! Thanks very much.

A genuine area of concern that I have shared with you on many occasions, is
the absence of many of our young people at our weekly celebration of the
Holy Eucharist. When parents come to me at the beginning of a child’s
school life and ask me to sign forms as a testament of Catholic Practice, I
have always tried, in good faith, to give everyone the benefit of the doubt!
But when you realise that on occasion you have been used, it’s not a good
feeling. And when children start dictating to parents as to why they shouldn’t
attend church, there is something seriously wrong. It’s like “the tail wagging
the dog”! One thing I’ve discovered through the years, that children stop
practicing their faith, often followed by the parents! This is a real tragedy;
and it really does concern me! People want all the benefits from a Catholic
or Christian education, but the one thing that is far more important than
anything else, namely, the practice of faith is abandoned, and people become

cynical or even insulting to others about the practice of faith, often to ease
their own conscience. I would appeal to all parents who have children in
Catholic or Christian education, to ensure that your child is attending Holy
Mass with you weekly. At least, they will be able to mature and grow in the
faith; when a child ceases to practice their faith at such a young age, the
maturation process in faith is halted or ceases! These are really important
issues that affect every parish. We can do something about this!
OCTOBER, THE MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY: The
rosary—and, more specifically, Our Lady of the Rosary—is
credited with victory in a number of the battles that those feasts
celebrate. Chief among these is the Battle of Lepanto (October 7,
1571), in which a Christian fleet defeated a superior Ottoman
Muslim fleet and stopped the westward expansion of Islam in the
Mediterranean. In honour of the victory, Pope Pius V instituted
the Feast of Our Lady of Victory, which is still celebrated today as
the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (October 7). And, in 1883, when Pope
Leo XIII officially dedicated the month of October to the Holy Rosary, he
made reference to the battle and the feast.
The best way to celebrate the Month of the Holy Rosary is, of course, to pray
the rosary daily; but we can also add some of the other prayers below to our
daily prayers this month.
The Holy Rosary was a prayer given to the Church in
1214AD by St. Dominic, who had received it from the
Blessed Virgin as a means of converting the
Albigensians and other sinners. Inspired by the Holy
Spirit, instructed by the Blessed Virgin as well as by his
own experience, Saint Dominic preached the Rosary for
the rest of his life. He preached it by his example as well
as by his sermons, in cities and in country places, to
people of high station and low, before scholars and the
uneducated, to Catholics and to heretics.

BRENTWOOD DIOCESAN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
Letter from Mr Robert Simpson, Diocesan Director of Education – 1 st
September 2016
Applying for a place in a Catholic school for September 2017

DIOCESAN GUIDANCE TO PARENTS/CARERS
Dear Parents/Carers,
If you are intending to apply for a place for your child for next September
2017 in a Catholic Secondary School, you will probably already know that
the process changed last year.
Instead of asking your Priest to complete a reference form regarding your
Catholicity which he would then send directly to the school, you now need
to see your Parish Priest and ask him for a Certificate of Catholic Practice.
Your Parish Priest will give this to you providing he is satisfied you are a
practising Catholic. You will then need to take this to the Catholic School
to which you are applying, together with your child’s Baptismal
Certificate (or Certificate of Reception where appropriate).
If you do not, for whatever reason, qualify for a Certificate of Catholic
Practice and your child is baptised, then your application will come into
the next category for Baptised Catholic Children. For further details,
please read carefully the admissions criteria/arrangements of the Catholic
school to which you wish to apply.
If you think you are likely to be, in this second category, please do still
apply in the normal way, as explained by the Catholic school or the Local
Authority, and remember to take a copy of your child’s Baptismal
Certificate to the school.
Yours sincerely,
Robert Simpson
Diocesan Director of Education

an annual basis. Well, sadly and unfortunately because of the changes that
have taken place at County and Diocesan levels, there is a whole new
procedure for applications. If people have not been practicing their faith
consistently, (weekly mass attendance, and not just a few weeks before
forms are due to be submitted), the priest will not be in any position to be
able to sign the Certificate of Catholic Practice. People know what is
required of them, if some do not attend weekly Mass on a consistent basis,
then you should not expect to obtain a place at a required school. Our new
Diocesan Director of Education, Robert Simpson has sent a letter to every
parish explaining the process. A strict interpretation is applied to this
process! There are certainly going to be some disappointments!
Interviews and the signing of the Certificate of Catholic Practice will take
place from Monday 10th October – Friday 14th October. Certificate of
Catholic Practice can only be obtained from the Parish Priest.

At this time of the year when many families are notified about
the transition from Primary to Secondary Education, it’s
amazing that there is an incredible ground-swell in the
numbers of people making an appearance at Church; many
of whom have not been present for very long periods of time, sometimes
years! Without appearing cynical, every priest experiences this scenario on

TRINITY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, OPEN EVENING
"An Open Evening for prospective entrants to Trinity Catholic High School
(Science & Sports College) will be held on Wednesday 21st September 2016
at the Lower Site, Sydney Road. Parents are invited to look around the
School, at their convenience between 6pm and 7.30pm, and this will be
followed by a presentation from Dr Doherty at approximately 7.30pm. We
anticipate that there will be a high level of interest, and we therefore

ask parents to stagger their arrival between the above times so that they
can be escorted around the School in small groups. It would also be
helpful if families could limit their attendance to parents and the child
for whom they will be applying. If you have any special needs in relation
to attendance, please contact the School in advance so that arrangements
can be made on 020 8504 8946". The closing date for applications is 31st
October 2016. Please note that applicants will need to complete a common
application form which will be provided by their own Local Authority.
This application will then need to be returned to the applicants own Local
Authority. For applicants wishing to submit a Certificate of Catholic
Practice, this Diocesan document can be obtained through your parish
priest or the priest who will be signing your form." Mr Matthew Dalton,
Head of Lower Site, Trinity Catholic High School.

good will and co-operation of every parishioner. Continue to pray for its
success. Thank you!
May God Bless You All,
FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2016/2017: Our
new programme commences on Wednesday 7th September
at 8.00pm in the Parish Hall, with our Parents’ Information
Evening. The children’s first session will take place the
following Sunday 11th September at 10.00am and at the
11.00am Mass the children will be formally presented as Candidates for the
Sacraments of Reconciliation & the Holy Eucharist. Please pray for all the
children and their families.
JOURNEY OF FAITH PROGRAMME – RCIA: This is a special appeal to
anyone who may be interested in the RCIA programme, commencing on
Thursday 8th September at 8.00pm in the Parish Retreat. It’s always
wonderful to have a good number of enquirers on the programme. If you, or
someone you know, may be interested please see Fr. John for a preliminary
meeting, so he can explain the programme to you. Tel No: 020 8508 3492

Just a reminder about our
Stewards of the Gospel Initiative that
commenced a few months ago. I would
like to thank our Parish Representatives
Maureen Perry & Mark Poulter, who
attend the monthly meetings at
Brentwood, also, all of our volunteer
members who are helping us in the strategic planning of the future, not
only in our own parish, but throughout the whole diocese of Brentwood.
Bishop Alan is completely on board with this initiative; he advocates a
collaborative approach, with us all working together, not in opposition to
one another, but united in our desire for the up-building of the Church
here in our own Diocese of Brentwood. The main thrust of the programme
is to develop at grass-roots level, an expertise within our own parishes, that
enables the whole process of evangelisation to thrive, so that we can truly
become ‘Intentional Disciples’, completely and totally committed to our
Roman Catholic Faith. We truly become ‘Kingdom Builders’. Most
importantly, Prayer lies at the heart of this initiative, and of course, the

CAN YOU HELP ME? Fr. John is looking for professional expertise in the
areas of Surveyors and Solicitors. I know of a few already in the parish, but
are there any more? As part of the Stewards of the Gospel Initiative we are
slowly trying to identify expertise in all areas of parish life. The greatest
asset to the life of the parish is the people and their gifts and talents. If you
can help in anyway whatsoever, please contact Fr. John as soon as possible
on Tel. No: 020 8508 3492. With thanks. Fr. John
MASS INTENTIONS: There are still a number of vacancies over the
summer for mass intentions. It has been part of Catholic spirituality to have
masses celebrated for different kinds of intentions; anniversary masses for
the deceased, birthday masses, thanksgiving masses, masses for those who
are sick. If you would like to book a mass, please complete the mass envelope
in the porch and we will try to accommodate your specific date request.
ADVANCED NOTICE:- Signing of applications forms for all Catholic Schools
by Priests. Applications forms can now only be obtained from your Parish Priest.
If the child and family are known to the priest as practicing (who attend weekly

Sunday Mass) the form will be signed and forwarded by your parish priest. If
your child and your family are not known to the priest and do not attend Sunday
Mass, please do not go to your priest; instead, simply complete the forms
required by the school and return them directly to the school. Within the next
week or so families will receive notice from the Essex Education Authority
informing you of your child’s transference from Primary to Secondary
Education. All of the above information elicits a strict interpretation, these are
the guidelines given to us by our Diocesan Education Department.

We are grateful to Fr Francis Abara who has been looking after Blessed
Sacrament, Chelmsford whilst continuing his University studies.
Assistant Priests:
Fr Patrick Daly from Walthamstow, St George to Brentwood
Fr Alex Poblador RCJ will remain in Colchester for a further year
Fr Sabu Pariyadan RCJ from Colchester to Hornchurch, St Mary’s
Fr Nixon Gomes from Wanstead to Walthamstow, St George
Fr Angelus Houle will be joining the Cor et Lumen Christi Community in
Chertsey this Autumn and we wish him well in his new ministry.
Fr Joseph Tan looking after both the parishes of The Most Holy Redeemer and St
Dominic’s, Harold Hill.
These appointments will take effect from the first weekend of September.
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Appointments

Appointments

Parish Priests:

Parish Priests:

Canon John McGrath from Billericay to Epping
- This appointment was made with the very happy approval of Fr James
Hawes who, sadly, will not be with us as his successor moves into
Epping.

Canon John McGrath from Billericay to Epping
- This appointment was made with the very happy approval of Fr James
Hawes who, sadly, will not be with us as his successor moves into
Epping.

Mgr David Manson from Ingatestone to Braintree
Fr Graham Smith from Ongar to Southend/Prittlewell
Fr Daniel Mason from Canning Town to Billericay
Fr Lee Bennett (Ord) from Southend/Prittlewell to New Hall School
Chaplaincy
Fr Andrew Forys from Brentwood to Canning Town
Fr Anthony Cho from South Ockendon to Ingatestone
Fr Emile Nkumu to Ongar
Fr Paul Cracknell (Ord) to Chelmsford, Blessed Sacrament
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Fr Daniel Mason from Canning Town to Billericay
Fr Lee Bennett (Ord) from Southend/Prittlewell to New Hall School
Chaplaincy
Fr Andrew Forys from Brentwood to Canning Town
Fr Anthony Cho from South Ockendon to Ingatestone
Fr Emile Nkumu to Ongar
Fr Paul Cracknell (Ord) to Chelmsford, Blessed Sacrament

We are grateful to Fr Francis Abara who has been looking after Blessed
Sacrament, Chelmsford whilst continuing his University studies.
Assistant Priests:
Fr Patrick Daly from Walthamstow, St George to Brentwood
Fr Alex Poblador RCJ will remain in Colchester for a further year
Fr Sabu Pariyadan RCJ from Colchester to Hornchurch, St Mary’s
Fr Nixon Gomes from Wanstead to Walthamstow, St George
Fr Angelus Houle will be joining the Cor et Lumen Christi Community in
Chertsey this Autumn and we wish him well in his new ministry.
Fr Joseph Tan looking after both the parishes of The Most Holy Redeemer and St
Dominic’s, Harold Hill.
These appointments will take effect from the first weekend of September.

RCIA Journey of Faith Programme: This appeal and
call is to anyone who may be interested in learning a
little bit more about the Roman Catholic Faith, possibly
with the view of being received into full-Communion
with the Church at the Easter Vigil in 2017. The
Programme will commence on Thursday 8 th September 2018 at 8.00pm. We
always meet in the Parish Retreat. We follow a Systematic Programme of
instruction called ‘Evangelium’ – meaning ‘Good News’. It covers every
area of Catholicism and is a fantastic programme! This year we had ten
new members received into the Church, which was truly wonderful! If you
know of anyone interested, please encourage them, even if they just want to
come on the instruction programme. Please contact Fr. John as soon as
possible if you’re interested. Tel No: 020 8508 3492

…………………………………………………………………….............
................
……………………………………………………………………………
For the ordering of Candles let us have your names fairly
quickly.
Amount enclosed:
From:

£……………………Gift Aid No:………..
…………………………………………………......

Holy Mass will be offered on Thursday 7 th July at 8.00pm for the
Intentions of the Parish and all our deceased loved ones. Please
make a very special effort to come along as we begin our ‘Forty
Hours’ of Prayer

THE ‘FORTY HOURS’ AT ST. EDMUND’S
7th July – 9th July 2016
Sponsorship of Candles in remembrance
of deceased loved ones.
Each candle costs £5 (this can be gift-aided) and will
burn throughout the ‘Forty Hours’ of Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament. This is a wonderful way to
remember deceased loved ones. The whole
Community is encouraged to come and pray for the
Intentions of our Parish & Vocations to the Priesthood.
Names of those remembered:

(Please print clearly)

…………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR ADORATION ON THE LISTS
AVAILABLE IN THE PORCH OF ST EDMUND’S
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of deceased loved ones.
Each candle costs £5 (this can be gift-aided) and will
burn throughout the ‘Forty Hours’ of Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament. This is a wonderful way to
remember deceased loved ones. The whole
Community is encouraged to come and pray for the
Intentions of our Parish & Vocations to the Priesthood.
Names of those remembered:

(Please print clearly)

…………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………….............
................
……………………………………………………………………………
For the ordering of Candles let us have your names fairly
quickly.
Amount enclosed:
From:

£……………………Gift Aid No:………..
…………………………………………………......

Holy Mass will be offered on Thursday 7 th July at 8.00pm for the
Intentions of the Parish and all our deceased loved ones. Please
make a very special effort to come along as we begin our ‘Forty
Hours’ of Prayer
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR ADORATION ON THE LISTS
AVAILABLE IN THE PORCH OF ST EDMUND’S

and help them to assist at the Altar. This is truly a wonderful ministry,
which our young ones can be involved in!
STEWARDS OF THE GOSPEL: At our Stewards meeting last night I
was informed of the second session that took place in Brentwood last
Saturday. This initiative will be looking at all the pastoral needs of our
parish over the next two years. Please be generous is your response if one
of the Stewards approaches you to assist us in this Programme, the
consultation process is about to begin in all the parishes. This will give us
a very positive evaluation of parochial life.

MASS INTENTIONS: It has always been part of Catholic Spirituality to
have Mass intentions. It is the opportunity for the faithful to request a
mass intention for all sorts of different reasons: e.g. Mass for a deceased
relative or friend; anniversary masses; mass for someone who is sick;
mass for a loved one’s birthday; special intentions; private intentions;
thanksgiving masses. Unfortunately we don’t get many requests for mass
intentions in this parish. If anyone would like to book a mass for any of
the above, please complete the Mass Intention envelope in the porch and
drop it off at the presbytery as soon as possible.
NEW ALTAR SERVERS: Just over 30 children recently made
their First Holy Communion here in the parish. I would like to
invite them to consider becoming Altar Servers. We always
encourage our young people to become more involved with the
life of faith and the Church; this is a good way of volunteering.
Parents please do encourage your sons and daughters to think seriously
about becoming Altar Servers. We will train them at the various masses

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP: Is a sign of one’s commitment, support and
upkeep on the parish. I was informed recently that a large number of
parishioners have left the Gift Aid Scheme; there are some who never use
their GA envelopes at all. This is sad; even if you forget your envelope there
are always spares in the porch of the church, all we
need is your number or your address, and then we can
make the claim to the Inland Revenue at the end of the
tax year. My sincere thanks to all those who continue to
support the parish through the Gift Aid Scheme; and
those who have recently signed up to the scheme! You can also use a Direct
Debit form to set up DD on a monthly basis. Please remember to review this
periodically. Please try and keep your Offertory GA envelopes up to date. If
you need any further information regarding the Parish Gift Aid Scheme
please speak to Mr Brian Carter, our Gift Aid Organiser or Fr. John
May God Bless You All,
RCIA PROGRAMME – JOURNEY OF FAITH: As you know this year we
received 10 new members in the parish family through the RCIA
programme. This was an incredible tribute the whole parish community,
that there are still people who are seeking the Lord Jesus through the life of
faith.
I am making this appeal once again as we rapidly approach the
holiday season for enquirers to join the programme in September. It would
be wonderful once again to have a good number of enquirers. If you know
of anyone who might be interested, could you encourage them to come and
meet me informally, so that I can explain the whole programme to them.

RCIA – RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION
OF ADULTS. Is an ancient programme of
systematic instruction in the Roman Catholic
Faith. We cover all areas of Catholicism –
History of the Church, Scripture, the theology of
Creation, Incarnation, Trinity, and the Paschal
Mystery. Understanding the person of Jesus
Christ is at the heart of the programme, and
helping the enquirers to know Jesus as their Lord and Saviour is part of the
objective of this Rite of Passage. To understand the Role of Mary in God’s
plan of Salvation, the Seven Sacraments and, the role of the Saints, are
equally important to have a totally comprehensive picture of the Catholic
Faith. Personal Spirituality, Personal Prayer, the Catholic Traditions of the
Church, Sacramentals, will all help the enquirer to enter deeply into the
Paschal Mystery with Jesus Christ.

URGENT REQUEST: Bookings Secretary for St. Edmund’s Hall – our
current Bookings Secretary Serena Fitzgerald will be moving to another
part of the Diocese within a few weeks; she has informed me that this
voluntary position is not too onerous, and would be very suitable for a
retired person. If you feel that you would be able to offer service to the
parish as bookings secretary, could you kindly contact me as soon as
possible. Serena would be very happy to explain exactly what she has been
doing. This is just another little way of serving the Lord by serving the
community! Please phone Fr. John: 0208 508 3492
URGENT REQUEST: Bookings Secretary for St. Edmund’s Hall – our
current Bookings Secretary Serena Fitzgerald will be moving to another
part of the Diocese within a few weeks; she has informed me that this
voluntary position is not too onerous, and would be very suitable for a
retired person. If you feel that you would be able to offer service to the
parish as bookings secretary, could you kindly contact me as soon as
possible. Serena would be very happy to explain exactly what she has been

doing. This is just another little way of serving the Lord by serving the
community! Please phone Fr. John: 0208 508 3492

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2016/2017: I know e have
only just completed our First Holy Communion Porgramme for this year,
but forward planning is extrmely important in Sacramental Preparation. I
have to know numbers before the summer to make provision for th
Ordering of Books for the Programme to arrive by September. Our
Programme Director is Kathryn Poulter, who has done a truly wonderful
job with Elena and her young helpers over the past couple of years with
our children and their families. The involvment of parents in the
Programme has been a truly inspirational innovation!
Sacramental Prepration is extrmely important helping the child come to
an appreciation of the most important aspect of our Catholic Faith, the
Eucharist. The pre-requisites for enrolment in the first Holy Communion
Porgramme this year are: a) That you are a practicing Roman Catholic;
weekly attendance at Holy Mass. b) That you child will be in Year 3 or
above, commencing September 2016. 7 years rising 8 years. c) If you live
outside the parish or attend another parish, that you
receive a wirtten recommendation from the Parish Priest
giving permission. If people have not been practicing their
faith over the past twelve months, please don’t wast my
time, or yours! Thank you!
Interviews: for parents of the new First Communion
children will commence on Monday 20th June, concluding
Thursday 3rd July. Please book your appointment as soon
as possible. Tel No: 020 8508 3492. I’m very happy to see two or three
paremts from differnett families together, as long as I know you and
you’re praciting your faith; but each family should call me personally. I
look forward to hearing from you! Fr. John
NEW ALTAR SERVERS: Just over 30 children recently
made their First Holy Communion here in the parish. I

would like to invite them to consider becoming Altar Servers. We always
encourage our young people to become more involved with the life of faith
and the Church; this is a good way of volunteering. Parents please do
encourage your sons and daughters to think seriously about becoming
Altar Servers. We will train them at the various masses and help them to
assist at the Altar. This is truly a wonderful ministry, which our young
ones can be involved in!
STEWARDS OF THE GOSPEL: We have had our first
meeting after the first Diocesan training day last
Saturday. Our Stewardship Team will now be looking
for a consultation group, a cross section of the whole
parish, all age groups. Please be generous in your
response if you are asked to be a part of the consultation
group. Hopefully, this will have a ripple effect slowly and gradually
throughout the parish, and in fact, all the parishes throughout the diocese.
Engagement and commitment in the life of faith is key and essential in
bringing about ‘Intentional Disciples’ in our community. An Intentional
Disciple, is one who desires to know more about Jesus Christ, and in
knowing more, really wants that life of faith to become so much a part of
their lives, that ultimately, everything they do is determined by their faith
and Jesus Christ. This is how the first Apostles and disciples lived their
lives in the Risen Lord. Obviously, this is a slow and gradual process, but
your positive response is so important!

As Roman Catholics, the sign of our Unity in faith is the Holy Eucharist. We
believe that the bread and wine truly become the Body & Blood of Jesus
Christ through the sacred action of Consecration. Jesus died once and for
all on the Altar of the Cross of Calvary. This is the saving action that is
celebrated every time we gather together for the Sacred Mystery. The
barriers of time and space are removed and Jesus truly comes to us in this
most wonderful Sacrament. In fulfilling our obligation as Roman Catholics,
we unite ourselves with Jesus through the Community of believers. But
coming to Sunday Mass is more than just an obligation, it is our opportunity
to grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ intimately and personally. We
are responding to his invitation to share completely in his life, and also
acknowledging that we need him as our Lord and guide throughout our
lives.
Sadly, living in an age that is far less
conscious of the sacred and divine; many
people do not practice their Roman Catholic
faith anymore; even people in our own
families no longer participate in the sacred
mysteries. This is always a great worry! Every
Parent is an evangeliser of the Gospel
Message; and I really would commend to
your mission as parent and evangeliser the task of brining your loved ones
back to the regular practice of the faith. It is not enough to say that it’s
alright not to be a part of the worshipping community; this immediately
diminishes the importance and holiness of the practice of the faith and holy
Mass. I encourage all parishioners to do everything you can, mostly by your
own example, to encourage and bring people back into the fold.

Treasure, providing the financial support necessary to sustain an ongoing lively
parish, ensuring that future generations will also still be able to owrship here.
The Stewards of the Gospel Programme, will help to provide strategic planning
for the future of our our parsihes and the diocese. Please continue be supportive
and generous!
YOUR WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP – YOUR CONTRIBUTION
Your Stewardship: Ihve been a little shocked over the past coupole of weeks
when signing off the Weekly Offertory to see how low the income was, barely
reahcing a thousand pounds one weekend. I know it was half-term and a
number of people were away, but to keep our weekly offertory at a level which
will sustain the parish and its properties is the worry of every Parish Priest!
You are a generous people, and have always reposnded to appeals and special
collections! The weekly offertory provides for evcerything in the parish,
lighting, heating, water, ongoing maintainance, special projects; we are still
responsbible for the St. Thomas More site which has to be looked after and
maintained! Recnetly we had repairs at the STM site to the sum of £1,850.00
Obviously, ongoing negotiation is taking place with regard to the future of the
site, but this is a very slow process.
As I informed you all recently the
monthy diocesan quota has been raised by
£350 – so we are now paying £2,230 a month,
for the upkeep of the diocese. I appeal once
again to your geneoristy, to ensure that we
keep our weekly offerotry at a level that is
self-sustianing! The Parish Gift Aid Scheme is a wonderful way of being totally
commited as a Steward of the Gospel. Stewardship, is an act of faith, and also
an act of commitment. To believe we are supporting and sustianing our parish
gives one a real sense of ownership, ‘this is my parish….and I support it
totally!’ Please continue to use your Gift Aid envelopes; if you don’t use the
envelope we are unable to claim anything back from the Inland Revenue. If you
forget your envelope, there are spares available in the porch of the church. If
you miss a weekly offertory, please ensure that you make it up the following
week. As you can appreaciate, if your enployer suddenly deducted about a
quarter of your weekly salary, this would have a profound effect on the whole of
your family. Please be vigilant about your commitment
Real Stewardship in parish life incorporates, Time, Talent & Treasure;
all three and the main ingredients to a successful parish. Giving your time to the
worship of God through holy Mass; your various Talents, which can contibute
to the upbuilding of the parish through your expertise; and finally, you

WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION: You may have noticed over the
past few months, the weekly offertory collection has dropped considerably,
some weeks only reaching £1,200. Obviously, this is quite alarming, as the
maintenance of all the buildings in the parish is wholly dependent on your
generosity. We still have to maintain the St. Thomas More site until a final
decision is made with regard the disposal of the property. As you know we’ve
had quite a lot of vandalism there of late. If you Gift Aid please use your GA
envelopes otherwise we are unable to claim the Tax back at the end of the
year. Also, just to inform you that our Annual Diocesan Quota which is
payable to the Diocese has just been increased to 25%, which means an
increase of an additional £352 per month, bringing the monthly quota for
2016/17 to £2,191.00 Please take this into consideration when making your
weekly offertory. Thank you very much for your ongoing support!
NEW GIFT AID ENVELOPES: If you haven not picked up your new
envelopes they are now available in the porch of St. Edmund’s. Please do so as
soon as possible, otherwise we are unable to reclaim the tax back on your
weekly contribution. Thank You! If you are a Tax Payer, and as yet do not
belong to the Gift Aid Scheme, I ask you to seriously consider this, all we need
is your name and address. This really is an indication of your total
commitment in faith to the parish and the life of faith.

Dear Friends in Christ,
Today is World Communications Day. Pope Francis has said that The
Holy Year of Mercy invites all of us to reflect on the relationship between
communication and mercy. The Church, in union with Christ, the living
incarnation of the Father of Mercies, is called to practise mercy as the
distinctive trait of all that she is and does. What we say and how we say it, our
every word and gesture, ought to express God’s compassion, tenderness and
forgiveness for all. Love, by its nature, is communication; it leads to openness

and sharing. If our hearts and actions are inspired by charity, by divine love,
then our communication will be touched by God’s own power.
As sons and daughters of God, we are called to communicate with
everyone, without exception. In a particular way, the Church’s words and
actions are all meant to convey mercy, to touch people’s hearts and to sustain
them on their journey to that fullness of life which Jesus Christ was sent by the
Father to bring to all. This means that we ourselves must be willing to accept
the warmth of Mother Church and to share that warmth with others, so that
Jesus may be known and loved. That warmth is what gives substance to the
word of faith; by our preaching and witness, it ignites the “spark” which gives
them life.
Communication has the power to build bridges, to enable encounter and
inclusion, and thus to enrich society. How beautiful it is when people select their
words and actions with care, in the effort to avoid misunderstandings, to heal
wounded memories and to build peace and harmony. Words can build bridges
between individuals and within families, social groups and peoples. This is
possible both in the material world and the digital world. Our words and actions
should be such as to help us all escape the vicious circles of condemnation and
vengeance which continue to ensnare individuals and nations, encouraging
expressions of hatred. The words of Christians ought to be a constant
encouragement to communion and, even in those cases where they must firmly
condemn evil they should never try to rupture relationships and communication.
For this reason, I would like to invite all people of good will to
rediscover the power of mercy to heal wounded relationships and to restore
peace and harmony to families and communities. All of us know how many ways
ancient wounds and lingering resentments can entrap individuals and stand in
the way of communication and reconciliation. The same holds true for
relationships between peoples. In every case, mercy is able to create a new kind
of speech and dialogue. Shakespeare put it eloquently when he said: “The
quality of mercy is not strained. It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven upon
the place beneath. It is twice blessed: it blesseth him that gives and him that
takes” (The Merchant of Venice, Act IV, Scene I).
God Bless You All,

WOODFORD GREEN BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: If you feel
that you have the skills that you could offer the Support Group, they would be
very interested to hear from you. Please call Angela Barnes on Tel No: 020
8505 0356. Based at St. Thomas of Canterbury, Woodford Green.

Collectors Needed for Christian Aid Week (1521st May): This is a nationwide collection
carried out by all Christian Churches in the
UK. The charity demonstrates our united
Christian love to the poor of the World,
regardless of religion or race. Our parish needs more collectors. You can
help by either volunteering to join St Edmund's band of door-to-door
collectors, or by helping with the street collections along the high road in
Loughton and Debden (Saturday 14th and 21st May) or outside Loughton or
Debden tube stations ( Friday 13th and 20th May). Please contact Iain
McLay 020 8281 9125 to discuss it further.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: There are many people
who attend our weekly Mass who are not members of the Roman Catholic
Faith, but often, by association, marriage etc, have affiliated themselves to our
community. I would like to extend to you the opportunity of learning more
about the Roman Catholic Faith
through the Journey
of Faith (RCIA) Programme. This is a
systematic
programme of learning about all
aspects
of
Catholicism, from the Scriptural &
Moral teachings of
Jesus Christ, to the celebration of the
Sacraments & the
Sacred Liturgy; to understand the
whole meaning of
the Eucharist; Distinguishing the Old
& New Testaments;
to learn about the Blessed Virgin
Mary
&
the
Company of Saints; the different
methods of prayer
and meditation; the meaning of ‘The Church’ and what it means to be a
member of the Church – Ecclesiology; the four last things, death, judgment,
heaven & hell. The true meaning of the Paschal Mystery. A guided tour of the
Church explaining everything. I would like to invite anyone who may be
interested in this programme to speak with me, and hopefully, seriously
consider this Journey of Faith, possibly with the view of receiving the Easter
Sacraments in 2017. Programme begins in September. Tel No: 020 8508 3492

skills that you could offer the Support Group, they would be very interested
to hear from you. Please call Angela Barnes on Tel No: 020 8505 0356
REVERENCE FOR THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Just a
reminder to all our parishioners, that when we come up for Holy
Communion we make a reverential gesture by bowing before we
receive the Body & Blood of Jesus. This shows our complete and
total respect for the Blessed Sacrament. Also a genuflection
before the Blessed Sacrament is equally important; parents please
teach your children these important gestures of respect.

WOODFORD GREEN BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP: Based at St.
Thomas of Canterbury, Woodford Green for more than 20 years. There is a
monthly support group which is well attended. If you feel that you have the

PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME: We have reached the end of the Financial
Year and the New Gift Aid Boxes of Envelopes are ready for collection by
those parishioners who belong to the Gift Aid Scheme. My thanks to all of
those who have already collected their envelopes, but there are still quite a
number in the porch that been to be collected; kindly do so as soon as
possible. Thank you!
The majority of parishioners belong to the Gift Aid Scheme, and by using
the envelopes the Church benefits by 25p for every £1 given in the
Offertory Collection. If you are one of those parishioners who do not
belong to the scheme, and if you pay Income Tax, please give the Gift Aid
Scheme your earnest consideration and I will give you a form to complete.
An increasing number of parishioners are now making their offerings by
Standing Order, once a month, which means that you do not have to
remember an envelope each week. This is very easy to do and only
requires the completion of a Standing Order Form and I will do the rest.
If you already belong to the Gift Aid Scheme but no longer pay Income
Tax then please let me know so that I can cancel the arrangement.
The Parish is losing a lot of money each week because parishioners forget
to bring their envelopes; there are spare envelopes at the back of the
Church for your use just write the Gift Aid Number or your name on the
envelope or alternative is to change to making your payment by monthly
Standing Order. It is becoming increasing more expensive to maintain all
of our buildings. The Gift Aid Scheme is of an enormous benefit to the
Parish in helping to cover these costs so please join the Gift Aid Scheme
Now! On behalf of Fr. John, thank you for your continued support.
Brian Carter – Parish Gift Aid Organiser, Tel No: 020 8508 4086

ALTAR SOCIETY: We are always in need of new members for
the parish Altar Society. The Altar Society in this parish has
been in existence for many years; they have done such sterling
work through the years, and I’m truly grateful to all the
members for keeping our church in such a beautiful condition. If
you’re able to help in the spring clean for Easter it will take
place on Tuesday 22nd March at 9.30am. All helpers welcome!
SICK & HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS: If you would like me to make a
visit to those in hospital or those who are housebound, please contact me at
the presbytery. Tel No: 020 8508 3492 It is always good to know when
parishioners are going into hospital; I can then contact the Chaplains in the
various hospitals to arrange a visit and Holy Communion. This service is
available for all hospitals. Also if Sick parishioners would like Holy
Communion brought to their homes on a regular basis please speak to Fr.
John. This is one of the Corporal Works of Mercy.
WEEKLY OFFERTORY COLLECTION: You may have noticed over the
past few months, the weekly offertory collection has dropped considerably,
some weeks only reaching £1,200. Obviously, this is quite alarming, as the
maintenance of all the buildings in the parish is wholly dependent on your
generosity. We still have to maintain the St. Thomas More site until a final
decision is made with regard the disposal of the property. As you know we’ve
had quite a lot of vandalism there of late. If you Gift Aid please use your GA
envelopes otherwise we are unable to claim the Tax back at the end of the
year. Also, just to inform you that our Annual Diocesan Quota which is
payable to the Diocese has just been increased to 25%, which means an
increase of an additional £352 per month, bringing the monthly quota for
2016/17 to £2,191.00 Please take this into consideration when making your
weekly offertory. Thank you very much for your ongoing support!

MOBILE TELEPHONES: Could I make an appeal to all of
our parishioners to kindly switch off your mobile telephones
when you come into Church. We are only in Church for one
hour a week; I don’t think it’s too much to ask that we give
our undivided attention to the Lord for that one hour. I was
a little aghast last week when I saw someone using a phone
as I walked up the aisle of the Church, also leaving Church
answer calls is not only disturbing for me, but also for
everyone else around. SO PLEASE SWITCH OFF!
HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2015/2016: The
children will meet on Sunday 13 th March at 10am in the
Parish Hall. Theme: Giving Thanks. I would like to thank
all the Catechists and the children for organising last
Sunday’s Mass, the readers, Biding Prayer readers,
children who did the offertory. This is a wonderful way of
helping the children come to learn and appreciate the different parts of the
Eucharistic celebration. Attendance at Sunday Mass is imperative if the
children want to really enter into the spirit of the weekly Sunday Celebration.
Please continue to pray for all the children.
STEWARDS OF THE GOSPEL: We have begun the
process to find stewards of the Gospel in each parish. I
would like to thank all those who attended the brief
meeting we had last Wednesday evening. It is about
the strategic planning for the future of our diocese, and
at the same time ensuring that the Gospel continues to be preached
effectively in all parishes. With the incredible shortage of priests, obviously
we are very conscious that parishes may have to be amalgamated, and
possibly even closed. Stewards would volunteer their time and their talents
to work closely with the clergy, parishes and schools as part of the diocesan
planning process, and, in shaping the future of our diocese of Brentwood.
Please re-read the criteria once again. If you feel that the Lord may be
calling you to be part of this venture, please speak to Fr. John immediately.
Tel No: 020 8508 3492 Thanks to those who have already expressed interest!
HOLY YEAR OF MERCY: Some practical suggestions for practicing the
Corporal Works of Mercy:
FEEDING THE HUNGRY –
 See the proper nutrition of your loved ones



Support and volunteer for local food bank, soup kitchens, and
agencies that feed the hungry.
 Make a few sandwiches to hand out as you walk through areas
where you might encounter people in need.
 Educate yourselves about world hunger; and the work of CAFOD
 Avoid wasting food. Use all the food in your refrigerators.
 Share your meal with others
These are all acts of mercy and kindness that can be really life changing for
some people. In the West there is so much waste of food. All we have to do is
look in our fridge and see how much food we dispose of when it’s out of date.
PARISH LENTEN PROGRAMME: Please try to enter fully
into the spirit of this Holy Lenten Season. There will be
Stations of the Cross on Friday’s at 11.45am, also on
Sunday’s, Holy Hour, with Stations, Exposition and
Benediction. There will be an additional mass on Wednesday’s during Lent
at 7.30pm. This will give those who work during the day, an opportunity to
attend an evening mass, if they so wish! I do encourage as many people as
possible to avail themselves of this extra mass during the week.

several months. I commend to your prayers all of Catechumens and
Candidates in these last few weeks of Lent as they prepare for the Easter
Sacraments: Jane Sammut, Kristine Pampellonne, Matthew Clegg, Valeriy
Snihur, James Penn, Keith White, David Stevens, Richard Cann, Stuart
Shepherd, & Tobias Langdell. There will be two baptisms and eight
receptions. This is truly a wonderful time for our parish. It is incredible that
so many people have been instructed in the Catholic Faith this year, and it has
been a great honour and privilege to have helped them on their faith journey.
I would like to also thank Aidan Potter who has very ably helped me in
Catechising and gving some of the sessions throughout
the programme.

PARISH PENITENTIAL SERVICE: Our Lenten Penitential Service will take
place on Tuesday 22nd March at 8.00pm. As part of spiritual preparation for
Easter, all Catholics are encouraged to fulfil their ‘Easter Duties’ by going to
Confession at least once a year. Traditionally the Lenten Season has always
been the time when most Catholics celebrate the
Sacrament. We are all in need of God’s Mercy and
Forgiveness, because none of us are perfect! How can a
parent tell a child that the Sacrament of reconciliation is
important, and not celebrate the sacrament themselves? I
encourage all of our parishioners to avail themselves of
the sacrament in this Year of Mercy. Pope Francis has asked all Catholics to
celebrate God’s Mercy through this incredible Sacrament. Please make an
extra special effort this Lent to come as a family and share in this wonderful
Sacrament. There will be several visiting Priests to hear confessions. There
will also be a Polish priest available if any of our Polish parishioners wish to
celebrate the sacrament in the Polish language.

If you would like to have a stem of lilies placed in

RCIA PROGRAMME 2015/2016: Our final formal session
will take place on Thursday 17th March at 8.00pm. This
informal evening wil take place in the Prebuytery, and will
be an opportunity to assess the programme over the past

Lilies at Easter 2016
Every year at Easter we remember
our deceased loved one by decorating
the Church with White Lilies.

the arrangements throughout the Easter Season,
in memory of a deceased loved one, relatives or friends.
Please complete this form below and return to the
Presbytery in an envelope by Maundy Thursday 24th
March 2016
…………………………………………………………………
St. Edmund of Canterbury:

_________

Names: of those remembered:

(Please print clearly)

………………………………

………………………………

………………………………

………………………………

………………………………

………………………………

……………………………….
Amount enclosed

.……………………………..

£……………… Gift Aid No:……………..

From:……………………………………………………
ALL DONATIONS CAN BE GIFT AIDED

Forget to bring their envelopes; there are spare envelopes at the back of the
Church for your use just write the Gift Aid Number or your name on the
envelope or alternative is to change to making your payment by monthly
Standing Order.
It is becoming increasing more expensive to maintain both Churches and
other buildings. The Gift Aid Scheme is of an enormous benefit to the Parish
in helping to cover these costs so please join the Gift Aid Scheme Now!
On behalf of Fr. John, thank you for your continued support.
Brian Carter – Parish Gift Aid Organiser, Tel No: 020 8508 4086

PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME
We are now coming to the end of the Financial Year and the New Gift Aid
Boxes of Envelopes are ready for collection by those parishioners who belong
to the Gift Aid Scheme.
I will be outside Church after all masses on the weekends 3 rd/4th April &
10th/11th April and would ask all those who belong to the Gift Aid Scheme,
Including those who pay by Standing Order, to please collect their boxes of
envelopes.
The majority of parishioners now belong to the Gift Aid
Scheme, and by using the envelopes the Church benefits
by 25p for every £1 given in the Offertory Collection. If
you are one of those parishioners who do not belong to the
scheme, and if you pay Income Tax, please give the Gift
Aid Scheme your earnest consideration and I will give you
a form to complete.
An increasing number of parishioners are now making their offerings by
Standing Order, once a month, which means that you do not have to
remember an envelope each week. This is very easy to do and only requires
the completion of a Standing Order Form and I will do the rest.
If you already belong to the Gift Aid Scheme but no longer pay Income Tax
then please let me know so that I can cancel the arrangement.
The Parish is losing a lot of money each week because parishioners

Dear Friends in Christ,
THE HOLY YEAR OF MERCY: As part of the ongoing Year of Mercy I would
like to make some practical suggestions to help us all in responding to the call
of celebrate God’s Loving Mercy in our world and our society. Our Holy
Father Pope Francis has encouraged us all to learn the Corporal & Spiritual
Works of Mercy. It’s important for us to have a clear and broad understanding
of these great works, so this week I would like to focus on Visiting the Sick:
 Spend some quality time with those who are sick or housebound.
 Take time to call, send a card or e.mail someone who is sick.
 Volunteer to drive patients to medical appointments or hospital.
 Volunteer at a Hospital or Hospice.
 Assist those who are full-time carers for family members.
 Cook & deliver meals to the sick and housebound.
There are many other things that we can do in celebrating God’s loving Mercy.
The incredible thing about these suggestions is that they not only bring great
comfort to those who are sick and housebound, but they can be real moments
of grace in our own lives as well. Recently, Pope Francis visited various

Nursing Homes in Rome bring great joy to the residents. We can never
underestimate what God can do through a Corporal or Spiritual Work of
Mercy! Let us do something positive with regard to our sick & housebound.
VANDALISM AT ST. THOMAS MORE SITE: Sadly, and unfortunately since
the site has been vacated since last October there has been a certain amount of
vandalism that has taken place, especially to the Parish Hall. Windows have
been kicked in, and we are now in the process of boarding up the windows
around the hall. It’s really tragic that people can flagrantly vandalise and
destroy other people’s property, even if it is not being used. Once again I would
appeal to all parishioners who live close to the St. Thomas More Site to keep
an eye on the site, and if you see anything untoward, either contact the Police
immediately, or phone the Presbytery. I have notified the Police about the
situation, and I’m hoping that they will be able to occasionally make an
appearance at the Site.
The future of the Site is at present being reviews by the Trustees of the Diocese
of Brentwood; a company of Surveyors who are representing the Diocese have
made a visit and report about the site. As you are aware there is a Covenant on
the Site established some 65 years ago, which has to be lifted before anything
can happen re. sale or redevelopment. Obviously this will take some time, as
the negotiations have to now go through Epping Forest District Council. I will
try to keep you abreast of what will be taking place in the future.
YOUR CRIB OFFERINGS Will go to the work of the
Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society. This wonderful
Diocesan organisation does not receive government funding
so is heavily dependent upon all charitable diocesan contributions. You have
always been very generous with offerings in the past. This year we will
follow the European Custom of leaving the Crib in the Church until the
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 2 nd February. You can still continue to
make Crib Offerings and these will all be forwarded to the Catholic
Children’s Society.
FABRIC COMMITTEE MEETING: Will take place on Monday 1 st
February at 8.00pm in the Presbytery. Will all members kindly be present
thank you!
Last Sunday, at Brentwood Cathedral ten members of this parish community
were presented at the Rite of Election: Two will be baptised, and eight will be
received into full-communion in the Roman Catholic Faith: Jane Sammut,
Kristine Pampellonne, Matthew Clegg, Valeriy Snihur, James Penn, Keith

White, David Stevens, Richard Cann, Stuart Shepherd, Tobias Langdell. I felt
a great sense of pride on being able to present them to the chief shepherd of
our diocese, Bishop Alan, and he remarked to me personally that we had a very
big group. During these weeks of Lent I commend them all to your prayers, as
they complete the RCIA Programme of Instruction in the Catholic Faith. It
has been a truly wonderful journey that we have been making since last
September, and I truly believe that the Lord Jesus has led them all to this
important moment in their lives when they will be received fully into
Communion with the Church and receive the Easter Sacraments. May the
Lord continue to bless them all!

Dear Friends in Christ,
In this Holy Year of Mercy, Pope Francis launched
his new book this week on mercy. A book on mercy might
be expected to be a warm bath in kindliness, all sweetness
and light, but Pope Francis, in “The Name of God Is
Mercy,” offers a tough-minded reflection on an urgently needed public virtue,
together with firm, if kindly, pushback against his critics. It is manifestly
obvious, in light of the Papacy over the past three years that the underlying
character of Pope Francis’ ministry and apostolic teaching is the mercy of
God. He has tapped into the sacred scriptures to substantiate his teaching on
mercy, and that is where we also need to look for guidance and understanding.
We see Jesus in many and varied situations in the gospels, and we encounter
the mercy of God over and over again in his actions and words. Jesus is our
model, our Lord and Saviour, and it is Jesus Christ whom we try to emulate in
our lives of faith, this is being truly Christian! Once again let us renew our

efforts to really experience and practice the mercy of God in our daily actions.
The Holy Father’s new book is available from Amazon Books.
YEAR OF MERCY – SPRING EVENTS:
Spirituality of Mercy - Saturday 23rd January, 10.30 a.m.-12.00 noon Bishop Alan Williams, SM
Catholic Schools as Centres of Mercy - Thursday 28th January, 10.00 a.m. 12.00 noon - Fr Martin Boland
Year of Mercy Reflection Morning for Schools – Thursday 11th February,
10.00 a.m. - Bishop Alan Williams, SM
Meeting the God of Mercy through the Sacraments - Saturday 13th February,
10.30.a.m. - Fr Martin Boland
Wrestling with Forgiveness - Saturday 27th February, 10.30 a.m. - Bishop
Emeritus, Thomas McMahon
All events take place at Cathedral House Brentwood. For further
information, email:lisagunther@dioceseofbrentwood.org
CAN YOU HELP? The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a Gospel of ‘action’ and
‘mission’! Total commitment to the Lord takes many different forms; but you
usually find that doing something for God is extremely rewarding. In the life of
the parish there are many ministries, hospitality, friendship, visiting the sick &
housebound, Eucharistic Ministers, Readers at Mass, Altar Servers, Altar
Society, Traditional Choir, Contemporary Choir, Musicians. There are many
Uniform Groups in the Parish who are always looking for helpers; First
Communion Programme Catechists, Children’s Sunday Liturgy Catechists,
Senior Citizens Club, Parent & Toddler’s Group. Help is always needed in all
of the aforementioned; in offering help you are most certainly serving God and
the Parish Community. Please think about a way you can offer your service to
God!

HEALTH & SAFETY: It is imperative that all parishioners are aware of the
Health and Safety regulations that exist when we are at Church on the
Weekends, and also during the week. Parishioners safety is of supreme
importance; that’s why we should all be aware of the nearest Fire Exits and
the various exits thought the Priests’ Sacristy and Servers Sacristy, (the
Sacristy outside door is always kept open at all the weekend masses) The
through-passage way into the Parish Hall is also another Exit. Please
accustom yourselves to you nearest Exit. Parents, please also ensure that when
you take your children to light a candle you assist and help them. There is a
special ramp outside the church, for those who find steps difficult, and also for
wheel-chairs. There is also a Loop System in the Church for those with
hearing aids and serious hearing problems. If there are any other suggestions
from parishioners, please don’t hesitate to contact Fr. John.

Dear Friends in Christ,

A Very Happy New Year 2016

I would like to wish you all a very Happy, Holy,
Healthy & Prosperous New Year for 2016. This Holy
Year of Mercy called by Pope Francis will certainly add
another very spiritual dimension to the year ahead. We
are all encouraged to enter into the Year of Mercy
through practising and living out, on a daily basis, the
Corporal and Spiritual works of Mercy. What better
time than at the beginning of a New Year, to have a
special resolve ‘to be the best person that I can be!’
Always try to see the best in another person; go out of
your way to be kind and generous with your time and
talent; recognise the plight of those who are in

desperate need; give generously to charity and good causes; help the poor and
those who are suffering economically; if you have the opportunity, visit the
sick or someone who is housebound; pray for those who ask for prayer;
volunteer to help a charitable organisation. These are just some suggestions,
but there are many more. It’s truly amazing that we look beyond ourselves and
in kindness love and charity we reach out to others, what incredible joy and
satisfaction it brings!

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2015/2016: The
children will resume their classes on Sunday 10th January 2016
in the Parish Hall. The next Parents’ Meeting will be on
Wednesday 26th February 2016, Dr Paul Doherty, head teacher
of Trinity Catholic High School, will give a talk on the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

A VERY BIG THANK YOU: During this week I spent several hours reading
your Christmas cards and messages. I’m so grateful to you all for your
incredible kinds words and also for the many gifts I receved! I thank you all
kindly for your thoughtfulness and generosity. My heartfelt thanks also for
your most genrous Christmas Offering, which makes up the major part of my
salary for the year.

YOUR CRIB OFFERINGS Will go to the work of the
Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society. This wonderful
Diocesan organisation does not receive government funding
so is heavily dependent upon all charitable diocesan contributions. You have
always been very generous with offerings in the past. This year we will
follow the European Custom of leaving in the Crib in the Church until the
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 2nd February. You can still continue to
make Crib Offerings and these will all be forwarded to the Catholic
Children’s Society.

NEW YEAR 2016: As this New Year begins, we already have so much to be
thankful to God for; our families, our health and happiness, our education,
our faith and our community. Let us continue to ask the Lord’s Blessings on
our lives. Let us make every effort over the next twelve months to deepen our
undertanding in our lives of faith. Whatever our New Year’s resolutions may
be, please ensure that you put the Lord at the heart of them! If we get our
relationship right with the Lord, everything else flows from that! As St. Paul
said, encourage one another in faith. Be the ‘alter Christus – other Christ’ in
the world.
I wish you and all your loved ones a very Happy & Holy New Year.
May God Bless You & Love You.
NORTH AMERICAN COLLEGE STUDENTS: A big thank you from the
Seminarians who were with us over the Christmas holiday, and a special
welcome to the four new seminarians who are with us this weekend. Your
kindness and generosity to these young men has been exceptional. It’s
always a joy having them here in the parish, and it gives hope to the Church
to see these young men giving their lives to service of Jesus Christ through
the Priesthood. Please keep them in your prayers. May God Bless You!
RCIA PROGRAMME 2015/2016: Thursday 14th January at 8.00pm in the
Parish Retreat. Theme: Holy Orders – The Catholic Priesthood please pray
for our 11 enquirers at this time. It is hoped that they will continue through to
the celebration and reception of the Easter Sacraments in 2016.

SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB: Resumes once again on Tuesday 26th January
2016. All Senior Citizens are very welcome to join the club which meets
every two weeks.
PARISH ALTAR SOCIETY: a BIG Thank You to everyone who helped to
clean the Church in preparation for Christmas last week. Your help was
much appreciated, the Church looked beautiful. Also to the ladies who did
the flowers, they looked really spectacular, and there have been many
comments on how beautiful the Church looked for Christmas

Dear Friends in Christ,
This has been a truly wonderful Christmas!
It was wonderful to see great numbers at our
Christmas Masses, and all the families uniting
together to celebrate the Birth of the Lord Jesus. I
would like to thank the children who put on the
Christmas Tableau this year, and their Sunday Catechists who helped to prepare
them over the past weeks, it was truly splendid! The Church’s looked beautiful
with the Christmas flowers and trees, and thanks to our Flower Arrangers. A

Big thank you to Giles Barnes our Music Director, and the Choir who sang at
the masses at St. Edmund’s. The Altar Society did a wonderful job in preparing
our Church for Christmas.
On a personal note I would like to thank all those parishioners who
kindly dropped off gifts at the Presbytery; I truly do appreciate your
thoughtfulness and generosity! Also the many Christmas Cards I received from
you. Thank you also for your Christmas Offertory, which as you know, makes
up the major part of the Priest’s salary throughout the year.
Thank you also for the incredible amount of ‘goodies’ that were handed
in to help with our many visitors from the Pontifical North American College
this Christmas. As one group leaves another is about to arrive. They have asked
me to convey their sincere and grateful thanks to you all for the incredible
welcome and hospitality that you extended to them!
As we rapidly approach the end of 2015, we look back in gratitude to
Almighty God, and thank him for the many graces and blessings which he
bestowed on each one of us personally and, through our families and, our
parish family. We also ask the Lord’s blessing on the forthcoming New Year
2015; whatever our resolutions may be for the New Year, please put at the top of
your list the priority of the Lord Jesus as the centre of your lives. In inviting the
Lord into your lives you allow him to work within you and so therefore,
transform your life for the better. We are so fortunate to have our Catholic
Christian Faith, think of what life would be like without our faith, this is the
greatest gift we have been given by God, and we should treasure it and savour it.
May I take this opportunity of wishing you and all your loved ones a
very Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year for 2015; may the New Born
Saviour always be at the centre of your lives.
God Bless You All
RCIA PROGRAMME 2015/2016: Will resume again on Thursday 7th
January at 8.00pm in the Parish Retreat. Theme: Marriage – The Sacrament
of God’s love given by Christ. Please pray for our 11 enquirers at this time. It
is hoped that they will continue through to the celebration and reception of
the Easter Sacraments in 2016.

Wishing you All and Very Happy, Healthy &
Prosperous New Year for 2016

Wishing you, and all your loved ones, a Very Happy,
Holy & Blessed Christmas, and a Healthy &
Prosperous New Year for 2016
God Bless You All!

MASS AND LUNCH FOR THOSE CONSIDERING PRIESTLY VOCATION,
Thursday 29th December, St Basil the Great, Luncies Road, Basildon SS14 1SD
(C2C Pitsea station about a ten minute walk; for those driving the A13 and A127
pass close by). Everyone is welcome to Mass at 11.30, as a chance to pray for
Priestly vocations in the Diocese. Lunch is then on offer for those considering
Priestly vocation, where they will be joined by our current Diocesan seminarians – if
you would like to come please email the Vocations Director, Fr Dominic Howarth,
frdominic@brentwoodvocations.org

Confessor Parish Hall, Park End, Romford, Essex, RM1 4AT. For more
details email: eamonn@brentwoodvocations.org
ALTAR SERVING FOR CHRISTMAS: A note to all our Parish Altar
Servers, there will be five masses over Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. I
do expect all of our servers to be present at weekly mass. We don’t serve only
when we feel like it, our commitment and service is to God and the parish
community. Please ensure that your Alb is washed and clean for Christmas.
The Feast of St. Stephen on Saturday 26 th December is the annual mass for
Altar Servers and their families. This will be at 11.00am
ST. EDMUND’S PARISH HALL: Is available for rental for children’s parties
etc. It is a big hall with great facilities. Halls in the locality are scarce, and if
you’re planning a children’s party please contact the presbytery for the
contact number for the Booking Secretary. I would like to take this public
opportunity of expressing my sincere and grateful thanks to Mary Brogan
who has been our Secretary for the past ten years. She has truly given sterling
service to the parish and the community, and for that I’m truly grateful. Mrs
Serena Fitzgerald has taken over as the new Bookings Secretary; my grateful
thanks for taking on this service to the community.
IRREGULAR MARRIAGES: When you are baptised a Roman Catholic
you are bound by your Roman Catholic Faith. If you contract a marriage
outside of the faith without dispensation this is not formally recognised by
the Church; if you marry on a beach or Register Office a Hotel or Las
Vegas, these are not recognised by the Church, and are referred to as
‘irregular’. Thankfully the Church makes provision for these marriages to
be rectified. It is called a ‘Convalidation’. Many people have had their
marriages convalidated; this gives them recognition and validity by the
Catholic Church. If any parishioner is in an irregular marriage and would
like to Convalidate your marriage, as long as there is nothing to prevent this,
this can be done at a local level, in your own parish. This is a very private
and confidential service that the Church offers. If you wish to speak about
this please contact Fr. John on Tel No: 020 8508 3492.
Monsignor John Armitage returns to the Diocese to share his adventurous
story of the years when he first discerned a call to Priesthood. You are invited
to ask him questions and then enjoy a free fish & chips supper. Hosted by
Brentwood Vocations; we invite all women and men aged 17-45, especially
those discerning a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious Life, to this “In
Conversation with” event, Monday 21st December, 7:30pm, St Edward the

END OF SCHOOL TERM: A big thank you to all Staff and students in all
of our Schools as we come to the end of the first term. A lot has happened
this year, especially at our own St. John Fisher School. I wish all our Staff
and Students a really good rest over the Christmas holidays, and come back
refreshed for a New Year 2016. A Happy Christmas to your all.
St Valentine's Dinner and Dance: On the 6th February all parishioners are
cordially invited to a St Valentine's Dinner and Dance to be held in St
Edmund's Hall. The evening will commence with complimentary reception
drinks followed by a three course meal with waitress Silver
Service. There will be a licensed bar and the wonderful West
End singer Nadie Keating who will sing Motown, Abba and
Soul hits. Dancing will continue to 12.00pm. Dress Code will be
black tie/lounge suit. Tickets, at £40 per head, will be available
for sale after every mass only on the 9th/10th January. There will be very
high demand for tickets so please make sure you bring your cheque book or
cash with you to mass on the day. Cheques should be made payable to "7th
Epping Forest Scout Group". For more information please call Iain McLay,
02082819125, or talk to any member of the Scouts Parents Committee.

PARISH ALTAR SOCIETY: The ‘Deep Clean’ for
Christmas will take place on Tuesday 22 nd December from
9.30am onwards. There will be refreshments and mince
pies. If you can give an hour or so to clean and prepare
the church for Christmas this will be a great help
CHRISTMAS TABLEAU NATIVITY: Rehearsals will
take place after the 11am Mass for the next two
Sunday’s. All the children who would like to participate
in the Nativity, older children as readers and the
younger ones to be shepherds, angles, animals, Mary &
Joseph, and the Kings please stay after mass.
THE JUBILEE DOOR OF MERCY: Will be opened on Sunday 13 th
December at Brentwood Cathedral by Bishop Alan Williams. Every
Cathedral throughout the world will have a Holy Door of Mercy. There
will be various masses throughout this Holy Year for all different groups

of people. This Sunday the Cathedral welcomes men, women and
children of the Traveller Community, Fr. Dan Mason, Chaplain to the
Travellers will be preaching at the 6.30pm. All are welcome!
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2014/2015: We
will continue with our Communion Programme on Sunday 13 th
December at 10.00am in the Parish Hall. BIG THANK YOU
TO OUR Catechists and the children who participated in our
Mass last weekend. I had some wonderful feedback from
parishioners on how well the children read, and how beautiful
the Bidding Prayers were that they wrote. (If any other First Communion
parents would like to volunteer to help us, please see Kathryn). Parents please
consult your Programme for the times and dates of the children’s classes and
the Parents’ meetings. (PARENTS’ MEETINGS ARE NOT OPTIONAL)
Please also ensure that you pick up your child at 10.50am which gives people
plenty of time to get into Mass at 11.00am. Thank you! The Programme
ceases today for the Christmas holidays, and will resume once again on
Sunday 10th January 2015
RCIA, JOURNEY OF FAITH PROGRAMME: Our
next session will take place on Thursday 17 th December
at 8.00pm. Theme: Confirmation – Pentecost and the
Gift of the Spirit – This is our final session before Christmas. Please pray
for all of our eleven enquirers this year as they make this Journey of Faith
leading to the Easter Sacraments. The Christmas period is a time of
discernment for them, as they make their minds up about whether or not
to receive the Easter Sacraments. This will be one of the greatest decisions
of their lives, so prayers are important. May the Holy Spirit guide them all
in their decision making! The Programme will resume after the Christmas
holidays on Thursday 7th January 2016 at 8.00pm in the Parish Retreat.
Theme: Section 3. The Sacraments. MARRIAGE – Sacrament of Love given
by Christ.

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS: Our Flower ladies always
do such a wonderful job at the major feasts of the Church’s
year. Our retiring collection this weekend is to buy
Christmas flowers. As you can appreciate at this time of the
year flowers are terribly expensive! I appeal to your usual
generosity in the retiring collection today. We really want to make our
church look beautiful this Christmas. Thank you to our flower ladies,
who work so hard throughout the year to make our churches look

splendid! Thanking you in anticipation of your generosity. FLOWER
ARRANGERS WILL PREPARE THE FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS
ON WEDNESDAY 23rd DECEMBER
YOUR ANNUAL CRIB OFFERINGS: Is always given to
the Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society. They do not get
Government Funding, but are heavily reliant on the annual
Crib Offerings from all the parishes. This is their main
source of income. They are a truly wonderful organisation,
and have done so much over the past 29 years for many of
our children and families. Any offering you give at the Crib
is sent directly to the BCCS and will be used in their important work! You
are always very generous to this Society, please be generous again this year.
NAC SEMINARIANS FOR CHRISTMAS: There will
be several seminarians from the Pontifical North
American College with us for Christmas and New
Year. The Seminarians are regular visitors to our
parish. Once again I appeal to your generosity to assist and help me with
catering over the Christmas period, as I do not have a Housekeeper. You
have always been so generous in the past. I appeal to those who are good
at making deserts. Students usually have a sweet tooth. If you are able to
bake a pie or mince pies over the Christmas holidays, I would be truly
grateful. The students do not arrive until the 22 nd December, (first group)
and 31st December (second group). You will meet them over the Christmas
period. In your usual manner please extend them a warm welcome. The
students are not allowed home at Christmas, so I do try to make this ‘a
home from home’ experience for them.
YOUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OFFERING: There
will be Christmas Offering Envelopes in your
Newsletter this week. As priests do not earn a fixed
salary or have any other income, your annual
Christmas Offertory goes to make up the Priest’s
Salary. Basically, every priest lives off of the Charity
of his people. You have always been very kind and generous at Christmas,
which is an appreciation of your priest! If you use the Gift Aid envelopes
please use these in preference to the envelopes in your newsletter, with
grateful thanks and God’s blessing on your generosity!

26th/27th December

Masses as usual for the weekend 6pm, 9am & 11am

New Year’s Day:
1st January 2016

St. Edmund’s Mass at 11.00am Please come as a
family to ask the Lord’s blessing on The New Year!

The Epiphany:
Mass as usual, 6.00pm (vigil). 9.00am & 11.00am
2nd / 3rd January2016

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE OF MASSES & SERVICES
Tuesday 15th Dec:

Parish Advent Penitential Service at 8.00pm with 6
visiting priests to hear Confessions. Please make a very
special effort to attend with your family.

Sunday 20th Dec:

Normal Sunday Masses 9am & 11am at St. Edmund’s.

Tuesday 22nd Dec:

Cleaning of St. Edmund’s Church for Christmas at
9.30am. Coffee & Mince Pies
Decoration of St. Edmund’s Church for Christmas,
Crib & Flowers, Christmas Trees. 4.00pm

Christmas Eve:
24th December

5.00pm Vigil Mass for Christmas at St. Edmund’s.
Family Mass with Children’s Tableau of the Nativity
Story.
7.00pm. Carols & Readings. St. Edmnund’s Church.
leading into 7.30pm Mass for Christmas.
10.30pm St. Edmund’s Church. Carols & Readings
Leading into 11.00pm Mass for Christmas, concluding
at Christmas midnight

Christmas Day:
25th December

9.00am. St. Edmund’s, Christmas Day Mass for the
Family
11.00am. St. Edmund’s Church. Family Christmas
Day Mass, bring the children to this lovely mass.

St. Stephen’s Day
26th December

11.00am Mass, St. Edmund’s Church.
Enrolment of some new Altar Servers into the Guild of
St. Stephen.
Please join us for this beautiful
celebration.

Feast of Holy Family

APPLICATIONS FOR RECEPTION PLACES 2016: Mrs Larraway our
new Executive Head teacher at St. John Fisher School encourages all
parents of children eligible to commence school in September 2016 to
visit St. John Fisher School. Kindly make your application to Essex
County Office in Chelmsford my 15 th January 2016. Catholic parents will
need a CCP form (Certificate of Catholic Practice) to accompany the
application form. CCP forms can be obtained directly from Fr. John

MARRIAGES IN THE PARISH: It is customary to book a marriage at
least six months in advance; and if getting married abroad at least nine
months. The documentation process can be somewhat lengthy. Please
contact Fr. John directly at the Presbytery to arrange appointments.

NEW ALTAR SERVERS: This is an invitation to all the children of our
parish, to consider becoming an Altar Server in the Parish. This wonderful
service to God and the Church is open to any boy or girl who would like to do
something special for God in Parish Community. We will train you when you
start. Please see Fr. John or David Knott our Parish MC.
FLOWER ARRANGERS: We are looking for some new flower arrangers to
assist the team of four ladies who are at present on the rota. If you are
interested can to please see Kathryn Rubio or Jackie Taylor, they will be
only too happy to help train you in the flower arranging for the church.

YEAR OF MERCY: Just a reminder that the Special
Holy Year of Mercy commences on the 8 th December,
Feast of the Immaculate Conception. The underlying
theme of Pope Francis’s pontificate has been the Mercy of
God. He has encouraged all the faithful people of God to
become more engaged in their lives of faith. Really
experience God’s loving Mercy through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and also practice the Corporal and
Spiritual Works of Mercy during this special Holy Year.
The Holy Father advocates that all the faithful participate in a
Pilgrimage of Faith, if not to Rome, to our Cathedral Church in
Brentwood. A Special Holy Year Door at Brentwood has been
designated, and the Indulgence attached to the Holy Year of Mercy will
be received when the faithful make that pilgrimage and enter through
the Holy Door. A Holy Year is a time of special grace for the whole
Church. It focuses our lives on the person of Jesus Christ, and the great

love and mercy that he showed and exhibited to all who came into
contact with him. He showed his love, mercy and forgiveness to so many,
and he asks us to do the same.

how we teach the children, and how they can assist in that process, both
in class and at home with their children.

THE PARISH ALTAR SOCIETY: Has been going in our parish
for over 60 years. It’s truly wonderful that so many people
belong to the Society. But we are always looking for new help
with the cleaning of the Church, and keeping our Church
looking pristine! If you feel that you could offer and hour or two
once a month, please contact Veronica Short, or Fr. John, we would be only
too grateful for your help.

YOUR WEEKLY OFFERTORY: Continued thanks for all those who
contribute on a weekly basis for the upkeep of the Parish. Your
generosity enables the parish to function on a daily basis. Please also
remember to use your Gift Aid Envelopes on a weekly basis; otherwise
we are unable to reclaim the tax back at the end of the financial year. If
you’ve forgotten your envelope, there are spare ones available in the
porch of the Church. The winter months obviously increase our spending
with lighting, heating, etc. Please take this into consideration when you
are making your weekly contribution. This is an expression of love and
offering that you make personally to God. With
grateful thanks!
APPLICATIONS FOR RECEPTION PLACES AT
ST. JOHN FISHER SCHOOL FOR 2016: children
are eligible for entry into school in September 2016.
Once again, the new Certificate of Catholic Practice
forms can only be obtained from the Parish Priest. My
sincere and grateful thanks to those parents who came to the Presbytery
this week for the signing of CCP forms. It was good to have the
opportunity to talk to you about your hopes and aspirations for your
children and their education.
You are probably aware that we have a New Executive Head teacher,
Mrs Bozena Larraway, at St. John Fisher School, whose specific role is to
lead the School forward over the next several months, raising the
academic profile and standards of the School. There is new Senior
Leadership and the programme for the future is very exciting! Mrs
Larraway has asked me to inform the whole parish community about the
School; and the Roman Catholic education for our children. If you want
to know about the school, you would be most welcome to make a visit to
the school; please make contact with the School Office and they will be
only too willing to show you around. Tel No: 020 8508 6315
Applications for places at St. John Fisher should be made by 15 th
January 2016; the Essex County Form has to be lodged by this date. As
most of this is now done on-line, you are able to return as often as you
wish to adjust information, right up until the 15 th January 2016.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: For those who use the public
Car Park next to St. Edmund’s Church on Sunday
mornings. Please ensure that you obtain a Ticket from
the Machine and place it in your front windscreen. The
first two hours are FREE! Sadly, parking charges have
been implemented on Saturday & Sunday! This process
will also apply to those parishioners who will be attending the new
6.00pm Mass at St. Edmund’s (transferred from St. Thomas More), Free
parking does not commence until 6.00pm, so please ensure that you
obtain the necessary parking ticket and place it in your car. Thank you!
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME
2015/16: As we enter the Advent Season, our children
preparing for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the
Holy Eucharist, will be hosting the 11.00am Mass on
the Second Sunday of Advent 6 th December. This helps
the children come to an appreciation of
the different part of the Mass, and how
they
can
become engaged and involved in the
celebration.
Please keep the children in your prayers
as they continue
their prerpations for the Sacraments. I
would like to
thank
our
Programme
Director
Kathryn
Poulter who is doing a wonderful job
with
the
children; also grateful thanks to her helpers and some of our teenage
helpers, who have certinaly been of great assistance to the children. The
wonderful thing about the programme is that all parents have the
opportunity tto attend the weekly calluses; it allows the parents to see

As a Governor of St. John Fisher School for over 13 years, if
there are any parents who would like to know more about the school,
please do not hesitate to come and talk to me at any time. Thank you!

ANNUAL PARISH BAZAAR: Saturday 5th December, 11am
– 3pm. As you know, the Annual Bazaar tends to be the only
major fund-rising event that we have throughout the year. Its
success is always dependent upon your generosity. This is one
last appeal for your gifts and items for the Bazaar; please
ensure that your gifts and items are worthy of sale! New
items are preferable: e.g. Toiletries, fancy goods, bric-a-brac, cuddly toys,
new toys, Jams & Preserves, Sweets, (Boxes of Chocolates, Christmas
Selection boxes, Tins of Sweets, Christmas Sweets, Candy Canes
BOTTLE STALL: Is always one of the most popular stalls
at the Bazaar. We are appealing for Bottles of Wine and
Spirits. We are aiming for 300, in that way we can make the
bottle stall much bigger this year. If you have bottles of
Wine and Spirits, you can drop them off at the presbytery at
any time. Please be generous! If everyone dropped off one bottle we certainly
would have enough for the Stall. PLEASE HELP! WE NEED MORE!
Suggestions for Grand Draw Prizes: If anyone could donate any of the Money
Prizes this would be helpful? 1st Prize £200; 2nd Prize £100; 3rd Prize £50; Flat
Screen Colour Television; I Pad; I Pod; Wii Game; Kindle, X Box games;
DVD Player; CD Player; Theatre Vouchers; Crate of Wine; Tickets for
Dinner at Restaurants; Theatre Tickets; Hairdressing & Beauty vouchers;
Marks & Spencer Christmas Hamper, and various other hampers and many
more prizes. If you can help with any of these prizes we would be most
grateful. HELP! LAST APPEAL FOR GRAND DRAW PRIZES, PLEASE!
FR. JOHN’S STALL: Every year I try to enter into the full
spirit of the Parish Bazaar; I run a stall with really excellent
prizes. They are all donated by your good selves! I appeal to
the whole parish community for really good quality gifts for my
stall. Thanking you all in anticipation of your generosity! Flat

Screen Television is a must! A Christmas Hamper; I Pad or I Pod; Kindle;
Crate of Wine; Theatre Tickets; CD Music Player; X Box; Restaurant
Vouchers, Theatre Vouchers and any other luxury goods that you might think
worthy of a special raffle. Thanking you in anticipation! THIS IS THE LAST
APPEAL FOR GIFTS FOR THE STALL. My thanks to the parishioners who
donated a flat-screen television!

PARISH BAZAAR – SATURDAY 5th DECEMBER 2015
11.00am - 3.00pm
TOILETRIES: Are always popular at a Parish Bazaar, if you have any
toiletries can you let us have them as soon as possible. Please ensure that all
toiletries and unopened, and unused. MORE TOILETRIES PLEASE! Stall.
Thank you!
TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE: There are quite a number of deals going
on at present in the Big Supermarkets. Please could you think for the Bazaar
when you’re purchasing some of your early Christmas items?
SMALL CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR SANTA’S GROTTO: If you see any
small toys or gifts for children, that you might feel would be good for Santa’s
Grotto, please also think of the Bazaar. Every little helps. “If everyone does a
little, a lot gets done!”
CALLING ALL CAKE MAKERS: Cakes are always a really
popular attraction at a Parish Bazaar! May I call on all our
Bakers and Cake Makers to start preparing home-made cakes
the Bazaar; cakes, cup-cakes, fruit pies, etc. These will be able
to be sold on the day. If you would like to drop off your cakes
at the Parish Hall on Friday or Saturday morning!
MATCHED GIVING: Can anyone help again this year with Matched Giving
from your Firm or Bank? Many companies do employ a Matched Giving
facility, all you need to do is ask your place of employment; this truly would
be of great benefit to us. If you work at the bazaar on a particular stall,
whatever is raised is matched by the company. Please look in to it!
HELPERS ARE NEEDED THIS YEAR: Bernie & Hayley
are taking a back seat this year; Kelsey Howard & Joanne
Jiggins are now taking over. We desperately need some
more new blood. We need help in sorting out the gifts that
are donated on a weekly basis; also transporting the gifts

and items to the presbytery or the storage room at the back of the parish hall.
If you can help in the process we would be most grateful. Sadly these tasks are
usually just left for the few, the more help we have the more we can get done!
If you can help please speak to Fr. John. Thanking you in anticipation.
SETTING UP FOR THE BAZAAR: Will begin on Friday 4th December at
1.30pm. Please come along if you can help us. The more help we have in the
afternoon, the better in getting everything done expeditiously! Also clearing
up after the Bazaar is equally important

SICK & HOUSBOUND PARISHIONERS: If there are
parishioners who are now housebound, or who are sick, and
would like to receive Holy Communion at home on a regular
basis, could you contact the Presbytery as soon as possible.
Fr. John is only too happy to attend parishioners in their
homes with the Sacrament. Also if there are parishioners
going into hospital for surgery, and would like to receive the Sacrament of the
Sick. In the forthcoming Jubilee Year of Mercy, emphasis on visitation of the
Sick is one of the Corporal works of Mercy.

MARRIAGES IN THE PARISH: It is customary to book a marriage at
least six months in advance; and if getting married abroad at least nine
months. The documentation process can be somewhat lengthy. Please
contact Fr. John directly at the Presbytery to arrange appointments.
SECURITY AT ST. THOMAS MORE CHURCH:
Unfortunately, some of the windows at St. Thomas More
Hall have been smashed recently, and also one of the
plate glass panels in the front door has been kicked in. I
would ask the whole parish community to please keep an
eye on the site of St. Thomas More. As we will not be
using it on a regular basis anymore, it is important that we ensure the
security of the Site. Especially those who live close to St. Thomas More. If
you see anything untoward, please let Fr. John know immediately. I have
already let the police know of its vacancy now! I will continue to maintain
the grounds; if anyone would like to assume the responsibility to ensure that
there’s no rubbish tipped there this would be really helpful, or to
occasionally collect the papers that are often thrown around there. Thanks!

HOLY HOUR ON FRIDAY’S: Every Friday throughout the year, there
is Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Holy Hour. Why not make an
extra special effort to attend Holy Hour throughout November and pray
for your deceased loved ones.

COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
NOVEMBER DECEASED LIST ENVELOPES: For Roman Catholics,
November is traditionally the Month of the Holy Souls. This means that in
a very special way we remember our deceased loved ones in our daily
prayers and masses. If you would like to remember your deceased loved
ones, please compile a list of all the names you want submitted and place
in the November Deceased Envelope provided a couple of weeks ago,
including your mass offering, and return to the Presbytery as soon as
possible. The envelopes will be formally placed on the Altar on All Souls
Day and Holy Mass will be offered daily for the repose of the souls of our
deceased loved ones. This is a very personal loving gesture of respect for
our deceased. May I also make the suggestion to our parishioners that a
visit to the graves of our loved ones certainly would not go amiss during
this month of Holy Souls! At the end of each of our Weekday masses a
decade of the Holy Rosary & Prayers for the deceased will be recited.

Parents, please tell your children about this important and ancient
Catholic custom; this is truly a wonderful opportunity for Catechesis.
Masses on All Souls Day, Monday 3 rd November, will be at 9am &
12.15pm & 8.00pm at St. Edmund’s.

I recently completed the signing of Application Forms of Catholic Practice
for all applicants for Secondary Schools for September 2016. The old SIF
form has been replaced with a Certificate of Catholic Practice, which has
made things a lot easier for all the clergy. Obviously, a person is either
practicing or not practicing, and the CCP form is an endorsement of
practice. The Secondary Applications are due to be completed by the end of
October. Would all parents kindly ensure that you have completed your
County Application Form, either on-line or by post!

NOTE TO ALL OUR SINGERS IN THE CONTEMPORARY
MUSIC GROUP: We will be holding a music workshop in St.
Edmund’s Hall on Saturday, 24th October from 10am until
1pm and everyone is invited to come and join us. We’re
planning to introduce and learn some new hymns / Mass music, and it will be
a very informal gathering, with tea, coffee and biscuits provided to refresh
ourselves as we go along. Please do come! Any new singers or musicians who
may wish to join us would be made very welcome!

WEEKLY OFFERTORY: Just a reminder to all our parishioners that
your weekly offertory is vitally essential for the upkeep of the parish. The
Insurance has just been paid for the year £5,460.00 The remedial work
on the improvement of the heating system in both Church and Hall is
completed at a cost of over £14,000.00 Maintenance of the grounds both
at St. Thomas More and St. Edmund’s over the past three months
£2,400.00. Drain Cleaning and maintenance £400.00. The utility bills are
coming in all the time! Please do remember to use your Gift Aid
envelopes. There are spare ones available in the porch if you forget
yours. With grateful thanks for your ongoing generosity.

FOR ALL THOSE WHO MINISTER AT 6.00pm MASS: My continued
thanks to all of those who have ministered and helped at the Saturday
6.00pm Mass in the 13 years I have celebrated at St. Thomas More. We
do not intend to change the Rota system of Eucharistic Ministers and
Readers; I hope all the Ministers will transfer their Ministry to St.
Edmund’s. The new Rota will go out this weekend. My thanks to our
Sacristans; our Ushers and Weekly Collectors; Flower arrangers, those
who have cleaned the Church. Obviously the community working
together is a wonderful sign of the Church in action in our parish. I pray
the transition to St. Edmund’s will be smooth

WEEKLY OFFERTORY: You may have
noticed over the past several weeks the Weekly
Offertory has dropped quite considerably. The
financial upkeep of the parish and its
properties is my responsibility, and obviously
it’s quite worrying when the incoming is not
meeting the monthly outgoing. For example, the Annual Parish
Insurance arrived this week, £5,464.00 this is a very hefty bill on the
monthly income. I did not ask for any additional assistance in the recent
works completed for the improvement of the heating systems in both
Church & Parish Hall, but this was over fourteen thousand pounds. I
would be grateful if all our parishioners could review their Weekly
Offertory; this is part of your Stewardship towards the Parish, it is an
expression of gratitude to Almighty God. We cannot function without
your help!
If you belong to the Parish Gift Aid Scheme, please do use your Gift Aid
envelopes; if you don’t use the envelopes then were are unable to claim
back the tax at the end of the financial year! There are still a large
number of parishioners who do not belong to the Parish Gift Aid
Scheme. This is a completely painless exercise of completing the Gift aid
Form, all we need is your Name and Address; you will receive a box of
envelopes, or if you intend paying Direct Debit, this is also a good way of
ensuring that your Weekly Offertory is kept up to date. The whole
scheme is about commitment, commitment in faith! If you forget your
weekly envelope there are plenty of spare envelopes in the porch of St.
Edmund’s; and if you’ve forgotten your GA number, all we need is your
name and address. PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING THE GIFT AID
SCHEME. My sincere and grateful thanks to Brian Carter, our Gift Aid
organiser, who has tirelessly looked after the scheme in our parish for
many years! I’m truly grateful for everything he continues to do. If you
have any enquiries about the Gift Aid Scheme, please see Brian or
myself. Gift Aid applications forms are in the porch of the church.

SCHOOL ADMISSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2016

be signing forms if the requirements are not being met. This is all about
honest and personal integrity!

Once again it is that time of year when parents of Year 6 children
are looking at schools for their children to begin their secondary Education
2016. Please remember that if you are preparing to make an application to
either Trinity Catholic High School or Davenant Foundation School, there
are very strict Admissions Criteria. Both schools require a Supplementary
Information Form, which has to be signed by your priest, stating that you
are a practicing Roman Catholic (which means weekly practice of your
faith by participating in the Eucharistic Celebration at Mass). Parents will
have already received notification from Essex County about making
application. For first time applicants, this can be a somewhat complicated
procedure. Please follow the instructions carefully. Applications to the
County are to be lodged no later than 31st October 2015
As the various open evening have now been completed, parents will
have to make decisions about their children’s future education. Obviously
as Roman Catholic we do have a moral obligation to support our Catholic
system of education, but of course, everyone has their personal choice! If
parents want to know about schools, and their success, speak to other
parents and also those who are attending the schools themselves!
I will be meeting with parents this week commencing Monday 5 th
October - concluding Friday 9 th October. You will need completed SIF
forms, plus a copy of your child’s Baptismal Certificate, Copy of Council
Tax Bill, and a Utility Bill. MY thanks to all those parents who kindly
booked their appointments during the past week, it has helped me greatly in
organising my diary, as this is an extremely busy time of the year for me. I
have several important meetings with regard to my other diocesan
commitments!
Recently the Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales, has had to
produce a new (SIF) form for Catholic Schools, it is entitled ‘Certificate of
Catholic Practice’, with extremely strict guidelines for the priest, which you
have all received. If you are not a practicing Roman Catholic, i.e. fulfilling
your weekly obligation; or you have only just started attending in order to
have a form signed, please read guidelines very carefully, because I will not

BAZAAR BOX WILL APPEAR NEXT WEEKEND: If you have gifts or
items for the Bazaar, please put them in the box in the Porch at St.
Edmund’s. I would like to appeal to all our parishioners to kindly start
thinking about the Bazaar, and the various gifts and items you can offer.
The success of our Bazaar is always dependent on your generosity. New
gifts and Grand Draw Gifts are gratefully received. Thank You!
BOOKING MASSES: Please could parishioners who desire particular dates
for masses let us have them as soon as possible. To avoid disappointment
with dates for anniversaries is its always important to the book the masses
several months in advance; obviously if parishioners have already booked
one date, a late-comer cannot bump the already booked mass. Please give us
plenty of notice, thank you!

‘mercy’ that Jesus’s showed to all those who were in need: the refugee,
the poor, the outcasts, the lonely, the sick, the elderly. The Corporal &
Spiritual Works of Mercy will feature greatly in this Jubilee Year: To
feed the hungry; to give drink to the thirsty; to clothe the naked; to
harbour the harbourless; to visit the sick; to ransom the captive; to bury
the dead; to instruct the ignorant; to counsel the doubtful; to admonish
sinners; to bear wrongs patiently; to forgive offences willingly; to
comfort the afflicted; to pray for the living and the dead. There will be a
lot more information the closer we get to the Jubilee of Mercy.

FABRIC COMMITTEE MEETING: Monday 5th October at 8.00pm in the
Presbytery. Would all Committee members kindly be in attendance?

SPECIAL HOLY YEAR OF MERCY: Commencing
8th December 2015. Pope Francis announced at the
beginning of this Year the Special Holy Year of
Mercy. The Mercy of God underlies the whole of the
Pontiff’s Papacy. Mercy, is not just about seeking the
Sacrament of God’s healing & forgiving love through
Reconciliation, but also recognising the plight and
horrendous situations that exist in our world and showing the same

PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME

Many who belong to the Scheme are not using their Gift Aid envelopes
each week. It is such a waste that the parish is losing such a lot of “Free”
money. Please remember to use your envelopes. (Some parishioners
actually keep the envelopes in their cars so they don’t forget!) If you do
forget there are spare envelopes at the back of both churches but you
MUST PUT YOUR NUMBER ON THE ENVELOPE. If you’ve forgotten
your number put your name on the envelope. The G A organiser will find
your number and record it against your donation.
Will those who belong to the scheme consider increasing your offering, as
in many cases the envelopes numbers show that many are still donating
the same amount that they gave several years ago! If every parishioner
made a slight increase in their donation this will be of great benefit to the
parish!
If you have any problems or difficulties please contact our Gift Aid
Organiser Brian Carter on Tel No: 020 8508 4086
PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME

We are concerned that the number of parishioners who belong to the Gift
Aid Scheme has dropped considerably for the current Tax Year. This is
due mainly to people moving from the parish as well as other various
reasons. This will reduce the amount the parish will receive at the end of
the current Tax Year next April by a very large amount.
As we all well know the costs of maintaining the various buildings and
charges to the parish is considerable and depends on the Offertory
Collections each week. By making your donation through the Gift Aid
Scheme helps enormously in meeting these costs and for every £1.00
donated the Inland Revenue refund 25pence. It costs nothing to make
your offering in this way. The only difference is that instead of putting
money into the collection plate, the money is put into an envelope, and
then put into the Offertory Plate.
If you pay tax then there is really no reason why your Offertory donation
should not be made the Gift Aid Scheme! It is completely anonymous as
each parishioner is given envelopes with a unique number and this is the
only way in which any donation is recorded. If you do not belong to the
Gift Aid Scheme, and pay Income Tax, then please join the scheme. All
you have to do is fill in the relevant form with your name and address.
You will receive your box of envelopes, which you can use weekly. There
are also special envelopes for Special Collections, and mass stipends etc.
Forms can be found at the back of both churches.
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STEPHEN LOGUE – SEMINARIAN
Stephen Logue: our Seminarian from the Pontifical North
American College will be leaving us on Monday 27 th July
after his five weeks on Pastoral placement her at St.
Edmund’s
I know that Stephen has had a wonderful time here in the
parish, and has really enjoyed this opportunity of living in a
parish and sharing in Pastoral Ministry.
As a token of thanks, as in the past, we have had a special
collection for the Seminarian. As you know they are on a
very limited income as a student, and any financial assistance
they receive comes as a real benefit and gift to help them
throughout the academic year.

I have personally given Stephen a financial remuneration for
his time here, and also for him to enjoy his days off in
London and other places.
If you would like to make a contribution for Stephen, we will
have a voluntary retiring collection at the end of all masses
next weekend. If you use the parish Gift Aid Scheme, please
use your ‘Special Collection’ envelopes.
Thanking you in anticipation. Also many thanks to those
parishioners who kindly invited Stephen out during his time
here at St. Edmunds
God Bless You All,
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the various companies who have worked on this project; the Plumber &
Heating Engineer Mr Denny Nash has done a wonderful job; the
electricians and the Insulation Company all worked together. I think you
will definitely notice a difference this winter! I did not make a Special
Appeal for funds for this project, but I hope you will remember this in
your Weekly Offertory. The Heating & Lighting of the Church and Hall is
our most expensive utility; most parishioners know these costs from your
own homes. Please help us to keep the heating systems run efficiently
through your contributions. Thank you!
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parishioners who kindly invited Stephen out during his time
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God Bless You All,

Change is never easy, but as a parish community we hope that all
parishioners will understand that the ongoing reorganisation of the diocesan
parishes, that many second churches in parishes will be reduced drastically.
With diminishing congregations, and the ongoing upkeep of buildings, the
situation is now being addressed by the Diocese. We pray for all parishes
who will also be experiencing the same situation as ourselves.
IMPROVEMENTS TO ST. EDMUND’S CHURCH &
HALL HEATING SYSTEMS: A package of
improvements and upgrading works to St. Edmund’s
Church and Hall heating systems has now taken place.
These works include replacing insulation to external
pipes, improved zoning and controls of the systems,
removal of redundant pipe work, rust inhibitor and
filtration of the circuits and installation of a new speed controller to the
hall ceiling fans etc. The purpose of the works is to improve the efficiency,
resilience and longevity of the existing heating systems; and of course,
hopefully reducing costs! I have been really happy with the efficiency of

I would like to take this opportunity of thanking the Community at St.
Thomas More Church for all that they have done over the past 62 years. St.
Thomas More was established after the Second World War to accommodate
the many families who had been bombed out in the East End of London. At
the end of the war and with many people marrying and having young
children, it was a wonderful incentive to give new homes to young families.
The Claretian Fathers who were in Loughton (St. Edmund’s) saw the need
to accommodate the large numbers of people who had moved into the
Debden area. St. Thomas More Church was opened in 1953. Originally
served by the Claretian Fathers and then taken over by the Diocese, various
priests have served the community. There are still a few people who will

remember the opening of the Church, but in the time I have been here over
the past 13 years, many have gone home to God.
The changing face of the Church in our own locality, and the
diminishing congregations up and down the Diocese of Brentwood, have
certainly focused the minds of the powers that be, to initiate a whole
programme of closures and the scaling down of properties. In the recent
Quinquennial Report the amount of work needed at St. Thomas More site
was itemised at approximately just over three hundred thousand pounds.
This is a difficult decision, and not one that has been taken lightly!
There are many of you who have worked tirelessly for St. Thomas
More Church; and our labours never go unrewarded! What we do in faith
is for God, “and the Lord who sees all that is done in secret will reward
you”! I would like to thank all of those who have helped me over the past
thirteen years, it has been truly an honour and privilege to serve you and
bring Jesus Christ to you through our weekly Eucharistic Celebrations! I
have always valued the great love and affection that parishioners have held
for St. Thomas More Church.
I pray that the whole community who worship at St. Thomas More
on a Saturday evening will journey with us to St. Edmund’s Church; we
are all part of the same family in faith. The first 6.00pm Mass at St.
Edmund’s will be on Saturday evening 10 th October 2015.

do everything to ensure that you have a lift on a Saturday evening. I’m sure
there are many parishioners who would be willing to pick up parishioners.
Change is never easy! Already within the diocese a number of
major changes have already been put in place. And over the next several
years we are facing crisis in the shortage of priests. This year we’ve lost a
tenth of our Diocesan Clergy, and yet the parishes still have to be served.
The Diocese has already started looking at all second churches in our
parishes. I appeal to your understanding and charity concerning these
decisions that have been made by the diocese.

As you known by now, it is with sadness that our Bishop and the Diocesan
Trustees met recently, and have made the decision that after the summer St.
Thomas More Church will temporarily be closed as they assess the future
situation of the site. Unfortunately the heating system has completely
broken down in the Church, and many will remember during the past
winter. Ours is one of many parishes that are part of the Diocesan
restructuring. A representative from the diocese Mr Chris James has kindly
accepted my invitation to come and speak to the community at St. Thomas
More Hall next Saturday evening immediately after the 6.00pm Mass to
explain the reasons for the decision taken by the Diocese.
I had an emergency meeting with the Parish Council last Monday,
and have made the decision to transfer the Saturday Vigil Mass at 6.00pm
to St. Edmund’s Church. You may have also heard that as of last week
Epping Forest District Council have just introduced charges for parking on
Saturdays & Sundays in the Municipal Car Park next to the Church.
Thankfully, the first two hours are free, which should accommodate all of
our mass-goers. You have to obtain a ticket and place it in the front window
of your vehicle. You may even wish to walk to church!
I would like to think that if we are truly a Community of Faith that
we would certainly make provision to those who may not have transport to
come to the Vigil Mass. If there are parishioners who regularly attend St.
Thomas More and do not have transport and would like a lift to St.
Edmund’s for the 6.00pm Mass could you kindly let me know, and we will

PARISH GIFT AID SCHEME: You may have noticed that the Weekly
Offertory Collection of late, has been extremely low for a parish of this
size! The ongoing upkeep of the parish is part of the moral responsibility
of the whole community. This is how the Catholic Church has survived in
this country. Your contribution is a reflection of your commitment in
faith; stewardship has always been part and parcel of the faith
community! Statistically, about 7% of the Mass going congregation give
approximately 80% of the weekly offertory. You have always been a
generous community, but for the ongoing maintenance of all our buildings
you contributions are vitally essential. For those who Gift Aid, please do
remember to use your envelopes every week. If we don’t have the
envelope, we cannot claim the 25 pence in the pound from the Inland
Revenue. If you would like to join the Parish Gift Aid Scheme please
contact Brian Carter – Parish Gift Aid Organiser. Tel No; 020 8508 4086.

Just a reminder to all of our parishioners who belong to the Parish Gift
Aid Scheme, to kindly use you GA Envelopes each week. The only way we
are able to claim back the 25% Tax from the Inland Revenue is if you use
the envelopes. There are always spare envelopes in the porch of the church
if you have forgotten your weekly envelope. You may have noticed of late
that the Weekly Offertory has taken a bit of a nosedive over the past
months. Your weekly contribution enables us to sustain all the properties
that we have in the parish. Please try and keep your envelopes up-to-date.

OUR SEMINARIAN: Stephen Logue has competed his first week here in
our parish and has enjoyed this very unusual warm weather, and also the
very great welcome he has received from you all. Stephen is here to shadow
me over his pastoral placement, giving him the experience of assisting at
the Sacred Liturgy, preaching little homilies at our week-day masses,
visiting the sick and housebound with Holy Communion, visiting school,
learning about the administration of the parish. I know he is really keen to
meet as many parishioners as possible. If there are any parishioners who
would be willing to invite Stephen on a day out, if you were going to a place
of interest, he would love to go with you. Or even to invite him to your home
for a cup of tea. My thanks to those who have already invited Stephen out!
Stephen will be with us until Monday 27 th July.

.

Community is encouraged to come and pray for the Intentions
of our Parish & Vocations to the Priesthood.
Names of those remembered:

(Please print clearly)

…………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………….............
................
……………………………………………………………………………
For the ordering of Candles let us have your names fairly
quickly.
Amount enclosed:
From:

£……………………Gift Aid No:………..
…………………………………………………......

STOLEN MINI BUS: Sadly, and unfortunately, the Uniform Groups Mini
Bus was stolen from the Parish Car Park last Sunday evening. This is
really tragic, and affects the whole parish. A great deal of effort went into
raising funds for the purchase of the mini-bus, and it is our children who
suffer without the use of it. Please keep your eyes and ears open around the
town to see if we can retrieve it. Any information please let Fr. John or any
member of the Uniform Groups know, or even contact the Police directly

Holy Mass will be offered on Thursday 2 nd July at 8.00pm for
the Intentions of the Parish and all our deceased loved ones.
Please make a very special effort to come along as we begin our
‘Forty Hours’ of Prayer

THE ‘FORTY HOURS’ AT ST. EDMUND’S
2nd July – 4th July 2015
Sponsorship of Candles in remembrance
of deceased loved ones.
Each candle costs £5 (this can be gift-aided) and will
burn throughout the ‘Forty Hours’ of Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament. This is a wonderful way to
remember deceased loved ones. The whole
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THE SICK & RETIRED CLERGY FUND: is part of the Diocesan Charity
which helps and supports our retired and sick clergy. As a Charity we rely on
the generosity of the Parishes and individual donations to keep the Fund in a
healthy state. Another valuable means is by including a bequest in your Will;
a Form of Bequest can be found on page 36 of the Brentwood Diocesan
Directory. Your generosity through donations, the annual collection and
bequests is greatly appreciated. The Annual Collection will take place this
weekend 6th / 7th June.

.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION: Photographs will be
available after the 9.00am Mass and before and after the 11.00am Mass this
Sunday 21st June. There are a number of families who have not collected
their photographs as yet! Jacqueline Pover will be present to assist you in
the collection of photographs in the Parish Hall.

ST. THOMAS MORE GROUNDS: We are trying to the best of our ability to
keep the grounds fairly clear at St. Thomas More, as there have been several
complaints from the locals. There are a large number of black bags with
greenery in, I would be sincerely grateful if any parishioners would be kind
enough to take these to the DUMP in Chigwell. I am in the process of getting a
professional company to cut even more of the overgrown area at the back of
the grounds. Obviously this is not cheap! Please keep this in mind when you
make your offertory gift each week. I would like to thank those who have
already offered to help.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? It’s only a little over two months since the
Sacrament of Confirmation was celebrated here in our Parish. Sadly, many
of the Confirmandi have already disappeared from their weekly practice of
their faith. I find this quite a tragic situation. One young person told me
recently that their parents said “once they were confirmed they didn’t have
to go to church anymore.” I was absolutely flabbergasted when I heard
this. What about the integrity of the Sacrament, and the Mission that was
presented through the celebration of the Sacrament. Does it mean
absolutely nothing? Our one obligation each week is to come together with
the worshipping community to celebrate the Eucharist. It’s not much to ask
for. The old cliché like ‘it’s boring’ is an insult to God and to the
Sacrament of Jesus’ Body & Blood. The commandment ‘To Keep Holy the
Sabbath Day’ obviously, doesn’t have the same effect that it did years ago.
Sadly, young children are turning around to parents and saying that they
don’t want to go to mass anymore; if we give in to this, where does it stop?
The ‘tail cannot wag the dog!’ A wake up call is needed!
‘Ever Ancient, Ever New’: Men aged 18-40 with a passion for God and the
Church are invited to consider a vocation to the men's branch of a new
religious community. Join us on the weekend of 4th/5th July at Abbotswick
House of Prayer, Brentwood, for a time of prayer, sharing and reflection. It
will provide you with the opportunity to learn more about the Community of
Our Lady of Walsingham's charism and how it may relate to your own faith
journey. For further information call Jim on 01277 373848 or
visit www.walsinghamcommunity.org
ITEMS FOR PARISH NEWSLETTER: Please let us have you information
for the Newsletter no later than Wednesday evneings., Thank you!

CHANGE OF MASS TIMES: During the week. Apologies if there is any
inconvenience caused, but with various other hats to wear these days, I have
to attend various meetings in the diocese and up in London.
CAFOD FAMILY BIKE RIDE - Sunday 7th June - through the scenic Lee
Valley Park and along the canal to Broxbourne for a picnic before cycling
back. Choose from the short 10 mile ride or the longer 18 mile route. £6
entry per person, children under 18 must be accompanied. For more details
and to register visit pedalagainstpoverty2015.eventbrite.co.uk or email
brentwood@cafod.org.uk or telephone 0208 502 9722.
ST. JOHN BOSCO: Children’s Summer Camp. There are two weeks for boys
(Week 1, 25th Jul – 1st Aug. Week 2, 1st Aug – 8th Aug), and one week for girls
(8th Aug – 15th August). Cost per week £145. The site is over 40 acres of Essex

Countryside and is run by the SVP. For Booking Forms please contact Paul
Hayes for boys Tel 01708 509790. Yvonne Durkin for girls. Tel 01634 311350.
NEW DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION: “Brentwood Diocese wishes to appoint
a Director of Education to succeed Mgr George Stokes. Based at Cathedral
House, the successful candidate will be a practising Catholic with senior level
experience in education and with detailed knowledge of the Church in order
to be effective. The Director of Education will develop and implement the
policy and strategy for providing and safeguarding Catholic schools for the
diocese, and provide advice and guidance for the Bishop, Diocesan Trustees,
Headteachers and Governors on all educational matters to ensure the highest
standards of education in our Catholic schools. Information about the post
and an application pack may be obtained from the Diocesan website
(http://dioceseofbrentwood.net/dde) or the Education Commission (Tel:
01277 265284; janets@dioceseofbrentwood.org). The closing date for
applications is 4th June 2015.”

ST. THOMAS MORE: I have had a series of
complaints recently from the local inhabitants around
St. Thomas More Church. Unfortunately, there are
foxes at the site and have been causing serious noise at
night. I have spoken to the Local Council who have
informed me that there is nothing that they can do about it, as foxes are a
protected species. This week I employed the services of a Gardening
Company just to cut all the grass, at the cost of over £400.00 which obviously
is a lot of money! But the grounds had got out of control, and we needed

professionals to sort out the problem. On Sunday the Probation Service will
also be attending the site to work on the hedges and general tidying of the
grounds. If there are any parishioners, who would be willing to help at other
times, trying to keep the grass levels down, especially during this summer
period, please could you let me know as soon as possible? Thank you!

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES WITH BISHOP ALAN – July 2015. The
Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes is filling up – book soon! Sunday 26 th
to Friday 31st July 2015, from £649 by air with full board for six days, five
nights, or from £429 by coach. This pilgrimage includes an experienced
medical team and plenty of help for those with mobility needs. It is also ideal
for couples, individuals, and groups of friends. There is a full programme to
opt in and out of, and everyone is welcome. For a brochure please call Cathy
O’Connor on 01206 501146, or visit www.brentwoodlourdes.org where you
will also find photos and testimonies from 2014.

MAY THE MONTH OF MARY: The month of
May is traditionally the Month of Our Blessed
Lady. I encourage all of our families to make a
very special effort during May to pray a decade of
the Rosary every day! Parents, this is a wonderful
way to teach your children about Mary’s important
role in God’s plan of salvation, it also helps them
to learn the rosary. If you want to know more
about the rosary, you will find leaflets in the
Repository.

ALTAR SOCIETY: We are always in need of new members for
the parish Altar Society. The Altar Society in this parish has
been in existence for many years; they have done such sterling
work through the years, and I’m truly grateful to all the
members for keeping our churches is such a beautiful condition.
If you are able to give an hour or so once a month, please see
Veronica Short or any member of the Altar Society. Thank you!

